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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

REPORT ON THE RED RIVER EXPE
DITION OF 1870.

———

BY 8. J¢ DAWSON, OLVIL ENGINEER,

Early in tho winterlast yoar of (1869-70,)
I received instructions from the Government
to provido vessels of o class adapted to the
navigation of the watersin the unfrequented
region intervening between Lalo Superior
and tho Red River Settlement. A military
force had to be sent through on the opening
of the navigation, and it was a matter of
vitul importanco that theso vessols should
bo of o chiaracter to mest tho exigencies of
such a sorvice.

The route for a distance of two hundred
miles, had never been traversed by any ves-
82l larger or alronger than a bark canoe, and
tho chiof officers of tha Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, who were supposed to be well acquain.
ted with' the dountry, had declared it to be

* impracticable to their boats.

Among those who gave expression to this
opinion tvas tho late Siv George Simpson,
Governor of the Company, than whom no
ono conld pretend to greater exporienco in

navigating the inland waters of British North

America. -
That distinguished gentleman, ina written
communication to the Government, which
was subséqguently published, had expressed
his belief that the route was practicablo only
to bark canoes, and that these (as overy ono
acquainted with such vessels must concede)
“wero. not adapted to the conveyance of a
military farce.

So general was this opinion as to the
character of thoroute, by Lako Superior,
and so firmly fixed had it become, that the
Imperial Government on two ogcasions sent
troops by way of Hudson's Bay to Fort
Garry, ones in 1846, when a wing of the 6th
foot was led jup from ,that icy sea by Colo-
nel Crofton; and agrin in 1857, when sev-
eral companies of the Canadian Rifles were
sent out. .

Having traversed the route by Lake Supe
rior frequently, I wasin s posilion to ex-
plain to the Government that the reports as
to its impracticability were -exaggerated,
that it had been for many jears tho high-
way of the North.-west Company of Canada,
and that, after the mountainous country on
the borders of Lake Superior was passed,
there would be no difficulty whatever in
sending forward o force of considerable
numbers, by means of boats,

‘Che suggestions vrhich I had the honor to
submit, in this regard, having heen ap
proved of, the services of the principal boat-
builders throughout the Provinces of Onta.
rio and Quebeo were spaedily called into re-
quisition. Early in January tho first con-
tracts weré given out and the work of boat-
building went on without interruption until
the opening of navigation.

At the same time & number of flat scows
were ordered and built foruse ir shallow
rapids, and every drticlo of outfit that could
possibly ba required, whether in the tway of
rigging fof the 'boats; tools for repairing
them or outfit for the voyageurs, was provi-
ded in aniple quantity.

I was furthelmore dirdoted (in January,
1870,) to intrease the forés on the Thundor
Bay Rosad, inas far as the season and tho
nature of the locality would permit, so as to
have the lavger bridges completed and other
necessary preparations made, before tho
opening of navigation. In order the better
to ensure these insiructions being carried
out, an active and experionced officer, Mr.
Lindsay Russell, was despatched by way of
Superior City, from which placo ho had to
walk two hundred miles on snow shoes to
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‘I'hanider Bay, A copy of his instructions is
annexed, and I may hero romark that ho
oxecuted them with energy and skill,

It was at this timo approhonded that the
insurgents at Red River might endeavour to
tamper with the Saulteux Indians, a tribe
which occupies tho country about TFort
Frances and tho Iake of the Woodkin for-
midable numbers, and in otder to establish
and keep up friendly relations with theso
Indi~ns, by direction of the Govornment, I
sent instructions to o trusty agent at Fort
William, to proceed to Fort Frances where
he had long resided, and enter into commu-
nication with the chiefs and lending men of
the tribe. A copy of theso instructionsis
hereunto annoexed.

Befors tho navigation opened, it becamo
neceseary to secure theservices of a number
of skilled voyageurs to manage and navi-
gate the boats, and agents wero necordingly
despatched to thevarious localities through-
out the country where tho desired class of
men was to be found.

Furthermore, in hiring men for the Public
Works, in view of the probability of the
necessity arising of théir being required as
voyageurs, such ouly wero engaged as had
some oxfpcricnce in navigating the inland
walers of the country, or in driving logs in
rapid rivers. The total number of men thus
engaged, cithor as workmen or voyageurs,
was eight bundred, and it was kept at that
number throughout the season.

Having been in communication with the
military authorities, at various times, during
the month of Apnl, I was most careful.to
inform them as totho condition of the Thun-
der Bay Road, and the chavacter of the
country generally, through which the Expe-
dition would have to pass. They were fur-
nished vwith maps showing the length, res-
pectively, of the portages and navigable
sectionss and invorder that there might be
no misapprehension as to the stato of the
road, I submitted to them a memorandum
of which the following is a copy :

“MEMORANDUM.
‘““Uttawa, 25th April, 1870.

‘“When the work of road making was
brought to o close last falt, a section of 25
miles, reckoning from Thunder Bay, was
practicabla to waggons, with only one inter
ruption nt the Kaministiquia, which was
then unbridged, continuing on {he line an
additional section of ten miles was cut out
in such & way as t¢ be practicable 1o oxen
with sleds or darts.

¢ The two largerivers—I{aministiquia and
Matawin—which cross the line, were bridged
last winter, and bridges were also built over
the more considerable of the smaller
streams, so that. practically, the work of
bridging may be considered as completed.

“It may be added' that portage roads
wore laid out and opened, in as far as such
work could be done in winter, between

mediateiy on their arrival at Thunder Bay,
bo sent to_open and improvo the Portagos
botweon Shebandowan Lako and Rainy
Lake, and for this purposo they can be sup-
plied with canoes at Fort Witliam, and out
fit from tho Government stores at the
worlss,
' THE WAGGON SERVIOE,

 Stables will borequired at Thunder Bay,
at the half-way Station, and at Shebandowan *
Lake, together with tents or huts for the sc
commodation of the teamsters. Intermedi.
ate between tho balf-way station and Thun
der Bay, on the ono side, and betweon the
first named placo and Shebandowan Lake,
on the otner, there should be caraps as rest.
ing places where the horses conld be fed,
‘Thesoe camps would only require ono or two
meon to be stationed at each, to take care of
the hay and oats, and have victuals in read
ness for the teamsters as thoy pnssed.

4 Both at Thunder Bay and the half wa,
station of the Xanimis’iquia, it would bLo
necessary to have a blacksmith with shooing
apparatus and a supply of horse shoes,

u“'l‘he waggon servico woulld requirc in
all; .
Teamsters....cueeen....
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Men at Camps. ......... e teciaanas 4
OVel3eOT8. cvevateieeace cucnnncarans .03
Blacksmiths. . .covrevenreecanas ceeeees 2
Clerkertimoe keoper. vvvveveenvennnns, 1
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“BOATS AND SUPPLIED OVER THUNDER BAY ROAD,

“Operations in this regard may be at onr>
commenced by organizing the vaggon ser
vicaand sending boats, provisions, oats, hay,
&o., forwvard to the Matawin Crossing, 95
miles from [hunder Bay. And at this point
asmall space should Le cleared to guarl
agaiost fire, and a fow huts erected to serve
as storohouses.

‘¢ THE BOAT SERVICB.

“In providing for this, three voyageurs
should be sufficient for each boat, thalis
with the aid of the soldiers in rowing and
in transporting articles over the Portages.

“With this arrangement it would bo ne-
cessary, that, in running rapids, tho crows
of two boats shonld be put in ode, running
first ono, and then thoeothor. Tho voyageurs
may not beall equall, expert, and, perhaps,
four to each boat might, in some cases be
necessary.

It is rcasonable to believe, however,
that after a little practice, many of the sol
diers will hecome almost as skillful in the
management of a boat as the voyageurs, and
thoy will have had an opportunity of gaining
cxperience before any of the difficult sec.
tions are reached,

“In case of necessity, additional farce
can be supplied, to some extent, from
among the men on’the works, most of whom

have had more or less experience as boat:

Shiebandowsn Lake and Lac des Mille Lacs. |{men  Each brigade of boats would require

¢ At the same time instructions were gent |80 Overseer voyageur, for the maintenance
to tho officer in charge, to set all tho avail-  of discipline among tho crews, calling thew
+ble force to' work on the road as soon as  to time in the moraning, &e.

the snow should bave so far-cleared off} as |

*“There should also be a clerls or toat:

to admit of operations thereon bemg re- jtached to the force, to keep tho time and
sumed, so that about eighty men are by jaccounts of the voyagauys,

this time engaged on the unfinished seotion | } L h
| & considerable portion of the supplies, have

of the line

 When the greater part of the boats, and

“An additional force of 120 men will be ) feached Shebandowan Lalke, oxen an1 hnrses
sent to their aid by the first steamer, and a jshould Le placed on the Kashaboiwe, Height

wegl later, a furtber number of about fifty
will go up. ' : -

¢ OPENING AND INPROVEMENT OF ‘IR PORTAGES,
*The voyageurs who goup in ckarge of

of Land, Baril, Brulé, and French Portages.
as. follows:. -

* On Xashaboiwe Portage, Lspan ot horses,
2 voke of oxen, -,

Height of Land, 1 span of horses. 2 yoke

the first shipment of boats should, im- {of oxen.



