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lu the year îooo the nunîiber of nominual Christiansin
tic world was couipuced at about only 50(,000,000; in
i ýo), i uO(i,à<><> ); in I 7ç0, 15'5,000,000 If in iX03z, 2.,,
<X>o,C>o<> and now, In a world population of aboýut
11.1 30,OtNI,)C<>, .177,00o,000.

As tu tie dificrent governiiients of the world and the
peCople- %vli0i tlucy i nie, nearly 8o00,000o of the 1 .1301-
odoo,0Oo inliabitatits (If tie world arc under Clurist'lan
governinents. Tue progress, at first slow, lias becu witli
anl i-ver-iUîcre;ising ratio.

As to the diîkcrent fornis of Chrislianity. In the
year i70 ;ooleit' wcrc -10,000,000 of tile inhabitants of
[lie worid uîîder Roman Catluolic governiuents; 33,0oo,-
(joo under (icck, and i2,ooo,ooo0 under Protestant ; and
slow the nuinier under Protestant is about 450,000,000
ofth slcot,.oCo.Coo whioare under Christian governments.

As to the U'nited States, the latest reports (of i-S96)
give 2,.1.l ,I j 3as the nunmber of communicant mnembers
ini ail the clîurclîes of ail kinds, and about 10o,ooo00
clîildren in ail the Sunday-schiools, whicli figures sceni
tu leave a large poportiou of ,be population beyond ail
direct ecclesiastical connection, not connectcd in any
way wvitlu any of the clîurchies or scliools, tboughi, o!
course, miary o! îlose wvlo are not memibers o! any
clîurcli niay be in familles somne of whose niembers are
in the cluurclîes and soliools and ittendants upon the
services, and, in some uiceasure, uncer îlîeir influence.

The contrast between the little Ante-Pentecostal
Cluurcu in jeruisaleii of i2o members and thie millions
uipon millions anuong alinost ail nations now is great in
the ariîbmetical figures, but the omniscient One alone
knows tue nuîiiber of the saved for cternity-the multi-
tude of truc and obedient believers iii tie crucified
Jesus, anîd tic incomparably greater multitude stili o!
ail the infant dead, wlio ]lave been talcen 10 the glory of
licaven durinz the terrestrial sîrife and progress. And
as 0 the intellectual, moral, social, rcstraining, elevating
influence wluiclî Cliristianity has liad upon society ait
large in the nations it lias reaclîed, and not merely upon
those who have been eternally saved througli il, wliat
liuman rien can describe ut all?-Mlissioitarv Rcview of
Uic I Vorld.

THE PLACE OF MUSIC IN PUBLIC WORSHIP.
Thec followitig address was delivered by Rev. James

Crookstoîî nt St Andrew's Prcsbytcriaîî Church, Newcastle,
N. S. W.

A sîrikisir anîd heautîful lcgcnd îîrevailcd amont; tbe
Gerîîîans. %Vlttn Uic banisliîîîent o! Adani and Eve (rom
thc Gardenî of Eden occurred, ît<o angels, pitying theni,
a!,ked 10 coic andl alidc with the sinîitcn ones on Ibis earth.
Ouue was iailied I flleit, and tlîe otlier Music, Hope was
always qtwcllinig ini îhcir lîearts, comnforting tlieni anîd teach-
îing tlicît ever Io look forward and upward ; wlîile Music
spioke Io tieîin îlîrougli nature around tbem. The balîbling
brook, as it rippîled o«er the pcbbly lied, uttercd a silvery
susîg, and thc breczes ainoîg tic trecs, even iii tlîeir sighing,
scenicd uîsic t0 ilîctu>, inspîrîuîg ilicir lliouglits and aspira-
tions with idcas of a luetter lite. l'le liirds, 100, singing out
of tueur elill)mwercd wood, led tlieni to0 tlinîk that there was
SOIl scnîctliîîg sweet left iii the world. But ahiglier miission
stili ofthei atigel was 10 insinuate itsclf mt the innermiost
reccsses ot hec soul of manl, and help) 10 bring back evcry
discordanit struing into syripatliy with truth and bcauty ; give
liiiii nid ininteîîrpreting îiot only the çonglul lessons at
nature aright, ut iii gîviîg voice to tic deepest utterances
of t!lc lîcart, tcacling braîn and longue 10 (rame tones of
sîîng thaI siouîld float down the ages, ibrougli ali lands and
cliluics, aid sI inifluence lînt cluaracter aîîd liglitcn niany
a1 lîîiaîuîrdicli. l'octry îs the sistcr of niusic-its nîcthuds
0f vocalisationi in aIl urnie. 1low large a portion of the
Blible îs ilirowî inio lboctry il God îlîus puis Iiis estirnate
on is valuie and iiîuluence iiithic mouldiîîg of humain
t7l.aractcr. %Wc know how grandly influcotial was the flow
of c lassir Soîng nway luack iii the ages oft lonier and \'irgil.
atîcl how durîiig the NI iddle Ages, wlieîî rcading aîîd books
wcre aliiosi unknowii or forgotten, the bard and iiiîinstrel,
wanditering frou landc t0 land, lccpî alive the flanic of truc
clîivalry. \o Ill nee~ds to bc told how hloîclît a factor
il-lisîc lias been i in iniati wcal or woc. Iii critical tintes il
bais '>ften cast Il dir At a crîtical mxomient during the

l..vie ' ~Vîcrlî,',~~tlton t!I$C<wCcl Uuat UIl .4îid
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Higllanders began 10 wavcr. He[ asked the cause of so
unusual an occurrence, auîd was inlormed tat the pipes
lîad ccased lu play. Instantly lie comnmanded that the
piliers sliould play in full force. The effect was magical.
ruie wavering hlighlanders rallied, and solid and imipregnable
as Gibraltar Rock tliey puslied forward to wiuî the lîardly-
conîcstcd field. But £iowliere has ti.-z power oi mîusic been
felt as ini the Clîurch of Christ. In ail ages and in ail
lands the voice of plaise lias been tîme voice o! song. 'l'lic
intiniate conuneclion bcîween nmusic and religion is one of
the inost inter-sting tacts of sacrcd lîistory. It is not a
inere accident. It lias the warrant of inspiration and angelic
usage. Music and religion have not onty, fiand-in.hand,
corne down the patlîway o! linnan liistory, briîging joy 10
tlue world, aîîd giving that joy a suitable expression, but
beyoîîd this carîh the vuice ot munsic is sîmîl the voice o!
lîraise. In the laying of carîlî's corner stones Ilthe nîorn.
iîîg stars sang together and tlie sons of God shîouted for joy."
Far away on the other side of earthly 'iisîory we liear ilgain
the voice of song iii rraise sitiging Il the song of Moses and
the song oft hue 1-anib." From cverlasting ta everlasting is
the epoch of sacrcd song. and ils range is from the moutlîs
of babes and sucklings to, the hlood-waslicd saints and
serapii of heaven. You are nol surprised, tlierefore, tlîat
the Chiristian Churclî lias used poeury and music as thme
golden cîmalice in whiclî to preserve ail tîmat is unost precious
iii ber iîistory. AIl lier greal deliverances, ail her bitterest
trials, are lîeld for ever sate in lier mîusic. Froni the song
of Miiriani, the Cantate Djouuino, tu he Nunc l)unittîs is a
sacied and grand mardi of song in whiclî are volumes of
sacred lîistory. And in her liYnîns are histories bikc the
stars o! Ieaven for multitude, rich bcyond expression in
every phase of Chiristiani doctrine and experience. This is
ltme Clmurch's possession. We are the licius of îhe ages in
many lhings, but among the mnost precious of our birthriglts
is ihis one o! music and song. WcV cat thue fruit of the lices
Our fathers planted ; wc dweil in houses wtîicli they bitilt ;
we sing the songs which they conmposed and lîallowed by
ibeir best affections. But, like many who fail heir to great
possessions, lthe Church o! to-day dues not know bow 10
value her wealîh, nor how to lurn it to0 account. Rich
beyond ineasure is the Christiani Churcli in mnusic and song,
but sloîhful beyond excuse in lier employment o! it. Cod
lias put songs botb new and old int our mouth, yet how
slow are we 10 UIuse th as we oughî!1 If God has given us
song, we ouglît lu learn how 10, suîîg tle songs. The songs
o! tîme Zion of olden days were known by not on!y the choir,
but by the people. Vou expect your niinisters to niake
good and carelul preparations for prcdching, but il rninisters
jîreached as badly as congregations; siîîg, flot one clîurch
out o! ifty would dccenîly support a ininister. My idea o!
the place o! nmusic in pblec worship is just îlîis : It should
be much more a thing ai ltme congregation than it is ; in
tact, there is vcry iargely an utter neglect o! congregational
singing. Congregations do flot rcalise what they miss by
ibis lack of fanîiliarity witb thme iiynns oi the Churcb. In
them you have the geins o! literature. 'rhe standard hymns
of thme Churcli are good and beautiful. No other collection
of lyric poeîry can compare with thme bcst hymnals o! the
Churcli to.day. A good hymn.book is a whole library of
poctry. A volume which for purity and depth of thought
and feeling, dignity and sweeîness and beauty o! expression,
is far superior 10 any of the lyric poelry that cauld be pro-
curcd aI any cost in thme bcst days of Grcck or Latin
litcrature. There is notbing in ancient literature cqual to
the lcbrew psalm :

Ail people thst on earth do dwell,
Stng ta the Lord with obeuu 'Oice 1

fuim morve with mirt ilis raie torihl .1
Came y. betore Him and rejaine.'

Nor is tiiere anything finer in nmodern poctry than
Hark ! the berald anglà sing
(Uory to th. c.w-born King 1
l'eaec on earth and nîerty mild,
God anmd siera reoonciw.."

The unan whoknows bis lymn-book thoroughly is better
rend in poeîry than the man who knows Shakespeare, Milton
and B3rowninîg, and is ignorant of tlîe hymns. As a means
o! instruction Viîe hyrnns o! the Church can hardly bc over-
estinîaîcd. WeJ use timese first ; tIme nîoîbr usually and
naîurally iecins witb swect psalms and hyîîmns. 'Many a
nmati's wbole stock o! tlîeology consists in the bits o! bynîns
lie leartied troin lus inoîher, or at Sunday.school. And in
the Churrh il bas a more 1iowcrtul place îlîan people îlîink.
A mlan niay rcsist thme logic o! a sermion, lic slands on the


