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The Presbyterian Review. vs

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE,

Thiae dopartmont is conducted by & mombor of tho Genoral
Asgombly’sa Committeo on Young Poople’s Bociotice, Correspond-
onco io invited from all Yonuog Poople’s Boolotion, and Presbyterial
and Synodioal Cimmittges, Address: *‘Our Young People,”
PresprTERIAN REviEw, Drawer 2404, Toronto, Ont.

THINGS WE S8HOULD KNOW.
II. More about the Shorter Catechism,

In our firat brief paper on this subjeot wo mentioned the name
of Goorge Gillespio, one of the Bootoh commissionors, as the
youngest who attended the Westminstor Assembly, Tbo part he
played in the compiling of our Catechisr was of no littlo impor-
tance. An incident is told oconocerning the preparation of the
answor to queation four, whioh is of intonso interest as indicating
bow God Himsolt gunided and inspired tho words in which it is
phrased, Tho committeo t0 whioh the question * What is God 1"
waa referred, all folt the unapproachable sublimity of the divine
idos suggestod by thess words, but shrank awe.struck from the
sacred task of exprossing the answer in human language. At last
in evidence of tho committee's decp humility they called apon
their youngest member Georgo Gillespie to make the firat attompt.
Ho consented, but requestad that all should first unite with bim in
seeking the divine guidance so groatly needed. In slow and
solemn tones ho the~ zcgan bis prayer; *O God, Thon art a
Bpirit, infinite, eterual and unchaugeabls in Thy being, wisdom,
power, holinees, jualice, goodness, and troth.” When he ceaged,
tho first sentonce of h'e prayer waa written down and stands to-
day in onr Catechism the most perfect answer that oan be coan.
ceived ; oven, as it seems, God's own inspired desoript.vn of Him-
adlf,

CHRIST/AN ENDEAVOR.

Worwp's C. E. PrAven Crary, SusiEcT YoR AugusT:i—For young
Christians away front kome. Pray that as they are goattered by the
vaoation season, tho knowledge ot Christ may spread abroad by
them, and that their consistent lives may every-where tell for the
Master.

Temptation.

Praver Meenxe Toric, August 9.—** The conquest of tempta.
tion."” Eph, vi, 10-18. (A tomperanoce topio.)

Temptation is the coomon lot of all mankind, T . .ome it is
an irresiatable tide that aweeps them ont into an ocean of sin; to
others 1t 18 like tho storm wind that makes the gian{ oak strike
deep ata roots, and take a stronger hold apon the ground., It is
one of the **all things taat work togother for good to them that
love God.” To she Christian it should prove to bo the devil's
sword beat 1nto a pruning hook or a plough share for tho ounltiva
t1on of hie epirntaal hfe. Temptation is ot sin, but temptaticn
conquered io virtne in action, It isnotneoessary to yield so temp-
tation, for Ohnist has promised viotory to those who trust Him
forit. Every temptation overoomo developss moroe fally in usthe
Chriss character ; but we mast not vanguish temptation by flight
as did Buddha, bus by faoing it whenover met in the path of daty
as drr our Master. If wo pray *‘lead us not into temptation," lot
us be certain that wo follow where Ho does lead.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

QOXDUCTED DY R JOUN DUNCAN-CLARK.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lessoy VL ~DaviDs VicroRrIzs. —ArcrsT 9.
(2 Sam. x. 8 19.)

GoLoex Teat.—* Tho Lord 1smy Lightand my salvation, whom
shall I fear?”

CENTRAL TRUTH.—~V1ctery 1n Christ.

s~ VICTORY grgsdmmonten s

Ti1vg AND Prack.—Perhaps B.C. 1034, Rabbath, the Thin of
Medebs, and Hamath near Damascus.

IsTRODGCTORY.~]0 2 Sam, § and 10 and 1 Chron. 168 and 19, an
account s given of tho succession of congacats by which, probab’y
daring the firs} twelvo or fifteen years of his reign, David sub.
jugated the surrounding nitions, and oxtended his kingdom until
1t 2mbraced the wholo torritory promised to the chosen people.
Gen. xv, 18-21, OQur lesson doals specially with the war with the
Anmrionites, and tho overthrow of tho Syriana, Tho Ammonite

war grow out of thelr misconstruction of David’s prrposo in sond.
ing mossages of condolence to their king's son, on tho death of als
fathor, and thelr outrageous trecatment of David’s messongors
2 Sam. x. 1.7.

Lesson Syony,—¢¢ Tho summary of David’s wars and viotories
contained in chaptor viii, andthe chapter from whiochto-day'slosson
is taken ahows his wonderful military genius. At tho bogiuning
of hts reign he found Isracl sorely pressed by evemics. Tho stand-
1og army was theroforo raised to threo huudred thousand experl-
enced soldicrs, bealdes a band of six hundred herocynoted for deeds
of poreonal valor. His genorals woro unrivaled for military skill,
und bravery. Aun account of threo of his great campaigus, prior to
the ongagomont with tho Ammonites, is givon. Thoas wero
against the Amalckitcs, Y'bilistines, and Mosbitea In caeh case
David's cause was just. Isracl was not tho offending party, but
on tho contrary had suffored in matorinl prosperity through
incursions which re 'dered lifo and property insccuro, which
inflicted sevoro cruoltics, and which endangered national oxistoncoe.
David'a wars wero tho wars of the Lord. Wherever his sway was
oxtoudod foul idolatries and tho rulo of brute force wore awept
aside and a roverent and onlightened grveroment sot up in tholr
stead. The war with tho King of Air o was brought on by an
abominable aflront, greatly aggravated by tho Lindly disposition
of David toward tho son of his old friend. By hiring merconaries
from Arom-—ancient Syria—for five hundred thousand pouads’
weight of silver, King Hanun was able to bring into tho fiold an
army of thirty thousand mon, Tho sceno of tho battle was necar
to the eity of Medoba, in tho mountaios of Bloab, cast of the
northern ond of tho Dead Sca. David's genoral was thocourageous
and orafty Joab. A sovore conflict resulted in victory for tho causs
of lsrac), which was soon followed by other victories deciaive
against all focs. As a resnlt, now for tho first time tho promise
mado to Abraham that his poaterity should possess all tho land
from the river of Egypt to the river Euphrates was fullled.
Rich spoils wero taken from the conquored foes. Theso included
gold shields and exceeding much copper, and all manner of vessols
of gold and silver and brass. Theso troasures were dedicated to
God to be used in Solomon's tomple. Out of the brass taken from
tho Syrians Solomon aftorward mado the great brazen sea and tho
pillars of brass (1 Chron. xviii. 8, 11.) The interests of mankind
wero therofore in somo measure involved in tho causo espoused by
David. Whils wo deprecate war, it is posaible for us, too, to get
things that aro now the instruments of unrightcousncss conscorated
to tho service of God, and also belp to extent the kingdom of God
by our temporel gains.”—S8.8. Banner,

One Solution.

Tho woman of the house looked ont andaunted with her calm,
oleat oyes, ** Thero ie a sclution to all problems," sho said *Tho
remedy for tho evil yoa speak of (tho help 4nestion) and which wo
all deplore, lies, 1 think, in a rotarn to simplicity of living. There
aro fow households, I fancy, where much of the work wight not be
eliminased withoat leaving any real soid in the actval comfort of
the Zamily. Women olimb too many stairs— horges are boilt with
too many ; thoy arrango their menle on altogethor too elaborate a
scalo; their fornishioge are on a plan that requires too much
dusting. They make too many deserte, oo many preserves, ip.
stitute sco mauch flne laundry work, and worry too much over
trufles, Meny of theic cares might bo reduced to 8 minimum if
thoy were only advanced enough to see thinge in their proper
light.

« Another bessiting sin in widdle-class families is that in the
absenos of servants the hasband does not hold himeclf respousible
for tho performance of tho heavier tasks as ho should do. Thore
is not ono man in ten in this walk of lifo who would not have
amplo time to tako most, if not all, of the heavier housshold dutiea
off his wife’s shounlders it ho would oply set himself resolutely
aboutit, I koow s nomber of doctors, ministers and lawyers who
live in communities wheore help is ecarce and poor, who make a
practice 1n oxercising their muscles in this way, ard who bave s
their reward comfortable homes, properly kcpt, and healthy,
bappy, pretty wives, who are not worked to death, even though a
domostio soldom orocses tho threshold. No, indeed, my dear, yoo
musn’s thiuk that the tragedy of the ‘help question is sufficiently
serious to devastato and lay wasto all, or balf, or quarter, or cven
an oighth of the homes on thie continent. Certainly not whila
good husbands, with plenty of brawn and muscle, are left to pro-
sorvo our equilibricm ip natare.” - Jenness Ailler Monthly

Every man is equal bofore God, and no man can take from any
other the right to read tho rovealed word of tho Most High and
plead his own causo bsfore Him without intercession or faver of
any pricat or pontifl, :
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