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ting by her side,
< bouts’ I used to lick him under the
table.” * Willie,” h: shouted, '* dovs
thy dad ever kick thee now?” The
child and his mother were both in tears,
and also many of the congregation.
The speaker went 03, -* Some of you
knew me when [ never crossed the
threshold of God's house, 1 spent the
greater part of my Sundays at the
saloon, but now I am happy tosay |
am a seat holder in a place of worship
and a member of a Chustuan church,
and what 1s better still, Mr. Lecturer,”
placing his hand on his heart, © 've
the love of God shed abroad here in
my heart.  Glory be to His name! 1
know, my friends, that my sins are for-
given, becanse the Sprst of God bear-
eth witness with me spemt that [am a
child of God  Tts her:' my friends,
its here U sad hie, chippins tis hands
heart'lv over the 100 of his heart,
wand blessel b: Go!l, no devi! or
mfidel can tak: e from me” < Yes,”
he resumed. © many of yvou know me
to be a better nmun, a better citizen and
a better suby-ct than 1 useltr b2, My
wife knniwes me to bea betier hasband,
my little Lov knows me to be a better
father than I once wis. I don't say
it boastingly, but the fict 15, although
1 am not as good 1s T ought to be, nor
as good asl want to be, vet a great
change has taken plice 1 me for the
better, [ feel it, my acquaintances

N

in my drunken ’ What would now be very agod was tllon'

but little past middie lifo— ripo matarity
noedfal for the responsible cares aund

duties to which they wero ealled—go 10
The :

the wtlderness to moot  Moses.
wnlderstess was not then, probably, tho
droary, solitary region 1t 18 now. Pro-
bably tho oases were

und the people less hostile—odn?  Ae

“woent and met e in the monunt of God
. =~ the mountun or region i which God

L vesion,

know it ; and God knows it. Now Mr. .

Lecturer, would you like 1o know how
this great c¢hange was brouyght about ?
I will tell you : It was through read-
ing the Byble.”  Looking stedfastly on
the lecturer, he sand: “ The question
I want to ask of you, and to which 1
hope you will give & straight answer,
isthis : If the Bible 1s a bad book, and
you say it is, how came it to pass that
this bad book made a bad man good ?”
He then sat down amid the hearty ap-
plause of nearlv the whole audience.
The logic of this plain Christian man
was too tough for the slim, subtle,
scepiic to masticate. Running his
fingers throuwsh his hair in great con-
fusion, and tooking hastily at his watch,
he said, he ¢ had not time to go into
the question,” and left the platform
amid the lssing and hooting of the
people. He has not yet returned to
¢ go into the question,” nor to try to
answer it, noris it ikely he will, from
the simple fact that the question s
unanswerable.

Such Christians as the one referred
to, who know they have undergone a
great change for the better, and who
can call heaven and earth to witness
the consistency of their conduct, are
doing more to overthrow infidelity
than all the dry philosophical argu-
zents ever published. Exchange.

INTERNATIONAL S.S. LESSON.

Sunday, July 24.

(Specially prepared for the * Christian
2 Helper” by Mrs. J. C. Yule.)

Moses and Aaron. Ex. iv. 27.31; v. 1.4,
B. C, 1491,

Gorpkx TrxT, Psalms ciii,  26.—He sont
Moses His servant and Aaron whom He
had chosen.

INTRODUCTION AND CONMNECTION.

Intermediate between this lesson and
-our last, are Moses™ objections to attempt-
ing the deliverance of Israel, the Lord’s
rephes, the bestowment of certain sigus,
with the promise tha® Aaron shoald be
associated with bim in the work, Moses’
departuro with his family from Midian,
the meeting with tho Lord by the way,
the judgment which wus well-nigh boing
-oxccuted npon ouc of tho sons of Moses—
(sce Gen. xvii. 14)—and which was only
averted by the prompt obedience of the
mother.

LESSONX NOTES.

(27.) And the lLord said (porhaps had
already ssid—seo v. 14) Lo Aaron- Aaror
wae Moses' brother, throe years his serior,
Moses was cighty years old at this time,
and his brother cighty-threo (Ex. vii. 7)

had appeared to Moses. This, when takoen
in eonncetion with v, 14, wounld <eem to
tnply that Anron was alrewdy on Ins way
waen the Lord appearad to Moses, and
that he arrived betore Mosos quitted the
mount--possibly  vory  soon atter  the
Arved  acommon form of sahia-
tien,
for forty years: therefors, thew meeting
—and that, too, by God « appomtient
must hwve boen peenliarly jovinl to both,
250 Amd Moses told X ao o, Neo All this
conversition waith s wmny inguiries on
the pac of eaeh, s anveies, its hopres,

S mavings, 1ty reviewiggs of God§
prowises to the patraarchs, and  thewr

wntual exhiord iots to trast and be couti-
dent, arc ountted here. [tis as thoush
the nareator, urged on by s nugaty
Lhome, tet tht be had weigitier mtiers
to deal with tha thos wmor ones of
which an unnspred wiater would have
tde S much.

20 d Mo s and Lawon wecat For
the few poticalars of this Journey that
are recorded, see v 20-27  the one incident
alone which betrs upon the history in 1ts
religtoas aspects bemyg given, and thut
with so wmuch brevity as to be barely w-
teilypble, /e chders —the aged und mtinen-
tial men, heads of fumlies, and trives. ‘The
Lsraelites had kept themselves a distinet

tnd separate people, hence the gathering

togethoer of their chief men wusa very easy
matter.

(80.) And Aaron spake, Soc.  Anron was
(v. 14-16) thenceforth to be Moses spokes-
man.  Perhaps, owing to his Egyptian
education, Mosus was unuble to speak the
Hebrow  lunguige readily; perbups he
was naturally of a slow und hesitating
speech.  From whatever cuuse it might
be, he had felt his incompetency to speak
to the people; and God bad given him
Aaron, with whose mouth, as also with
Moses' mouth, He had promised to be.

And did the signs in the sitht of the

people. 1t would scem that Aaron, under
the direction of Moses, put forth the signs
by swhich their divine authonty was
recognized and acknowledged by their
brethren. In thar denlings with the
Lgyptinns, we find that sometimes Aaron
aad sowetimes Moses wiclded the rod by
meanns of which the signs were given.

(Bl.) And the peopte belicved.  ‘Their
hearts, already prepared by God, yielded
a ready acceptance to the message of
Aaron and M aes, especinlly as the sgns,
which they were always so ready to
demand, were not of n nature to be ques.
tioned or controverted. Aud swhen they
heard that the lLord fad wisited, .,
eoy—Lthey bowed  the head, and wworship-
ped. The outward signs of worship were
the bowiug of the head and the prostrating
of the body with the forchead in the dust.
These were the sigus ot humility aad self-
abasement that even heathenism recog-
nized as proper and becoming in those
who approached the gods. How much
more 50 were they then, 1n men who re-
cognized the High and Holy God who
created heaven and oarth, and approache 1
Him in worship.
Aaron wert in—doubtless with as little
delay as possible—and told Pharaok.
Pharaol: was not a proper name, but a
title, as Cusar was 1 later times smoug
the Rowaus.  Zhus saith the Lord God of
Israel—Moses and Auron werc ambussa.
dors, and they ut ouce announced the
name of Him who had sent them. It was
an aathoritative message which they bore
—let my peaple gr. 1t was no petition—no
agking a favour, but it was a demand. My

cople. ‘They wero God's people, not

haraoh’s to crush and trample uuder
foot. Tkat they may kold a feast (o solemn
religions festival) unso me In the wilder
ness. Such a feast as God demanded,
cousisting in great part of the sacrificial
offering of slain beasts could not be held
in Egypt without grievous offence to the
Egyptians, as they wero worshippers .of
the very animals zim Israclites sacrificed.
In the wwilderness—sowme place of privacy
and retiroment outside of Egypt.

(2.) Whois the Lord, that i skould obey
his voice, to let Israel yof Such wers the
words of a proud heathen king; they are
Bractically the words of sinuers in sl ages

more frequent,

These brothers hat been sepirated

(Ch.v. 1) Moses and i

and in all places. They eithor secretly or
i oponly everywhoto deny und contemn’ the
“nuthority of God. [ bnow not the Lord.
Phuraols told the truth here. Hu was un
idolntor, iguornnt of the true God. and, us

sonsunlity.  But God wis nboat to afford
him tho most convincing proof of His ex-
istence xad power, and give hun an oppor-
tumty to do oue of the prandest and
noblest services any man conld be ealled
t to do. that of giving up one of ns valued
sonrees of gain und emolumont at Hiscom-
naned.
mnghit have stood forth to all sees haloed
with the nichest glorv : but he hardened
Ins heart aguunst God, and his name 1«
uwow, and ever will be wnt e, Nother
totdll Lot Ivrael co—a positive rdfusal Gad

phad alre oy forews teed Moses thnt thas

would be Pharnoln attitnde, vet Moses
seoms handly to have evpeeted st (See v,
NI

——— i
W1 M,
1 Lneo ot the Lund
bt see knowe Homy for He hos et weitho,
We have seon Hun, and tadhed with Hin,
and IHe s sent us to you with
express comutand. /ot e
tiee, three davs qororn v ot s L devert, and
spertice.  There was no promise, as there
was intention to retarn : hut they were at
first to ask no more, m order to test
Pharoah.  His refosd to obey God in wo
smadl womtter would show  waoat they
were to eapect when the comman b was
extended to that of allowing  them to
leave Egayvpt forever. Lot 2o falt upon

oy that s, vt us with judument for not

obeying Hin in the matter of worship, by
sacritices, aceordmng to His own appomt-
ment,  The offering  of  sacrfices  wns

Cnecessary 10 the Israclites in their es.
tublished worstup: they conld not ofler

i them in Ezypt without drawing down

'upou themselves the vengennce of the

Egyotians ; would not the king, then. per-

mit them to obey their God ?

(4.1 This appeal, so reasonable even to »

» heathen who cliimed for himself and his

people the aecessity of worshippuy their

gods, was only met by the insolent ques-
tion—whercfore do ve, Moses and Aaron,
let (hindex) the people from ther works.

As if e had said ©* What do you want,

you two insolent fellows, you, Voses and

Aaron, men of no consideration, no ac-

count—what do you mean by hindering

these multitudes of people from their
| appointed tasks ? Gt you unto your bur-

dens”  Your burdens, that is, not ouly the
people’s, but that of Moses and Aaron an
well.

SUGGESTED THOUGHTS,

God is very pitiful of the wealknesses
and the timidity of His people. thus, ten-
derly mindful of Moses' need, He asso.
ciated with him onc whose natural gifts
should graciously supplement his own,
and whose sympathy and companioaship
shonld be an unfailing source of strength.

When Moses undertook for Israel in
mistaken zeal and blind self-contidonco,
the people disbelieved, and repelled him.
When, armed with his high  commission,
fhe came with & mind and heart divinely
| prepared, he found a prepared people;
Fhis message was believed, the people
! worshipscd God, and deliverance wis soon
achieve

Pharaoh s scorn of the humble iustru-
ments God sent to hiw, is quite in kecp-
ing with the way wmen have always
regarded God's instrumentalities. Men
accowplish their great works by what
they cousider great asencies ; God, Him-
self the greatest of beings, effecis His
purposes by the wenkest. Thus, while
men glorify their sustrioments, God glori-
fies Himseif.

A SINGLE UNTRUTH.

I shall never forget an untruth I once
told, although it happened when I was a
very little child. My younger sister had
a farthing, with which she wished to buy
a fig, brt being too il to go down
to the shop hersclf, she engaged me
to go. Accordingly, I went. As 1
returned with a fig nicely folded up in a
small picce of paper, suddenly the
thought occurred to me that I should
like to take a peep at the fig. So I very
carefully opened the paper, when the fig
locked so very tempting, 1 thought 1
could not help tasting it a little at one
end. I had scarcely eaten it, before I
wanted all; and without much mnre
thought I ate up the whole fig! Then,

all idolutors are fall of cruelty and dobwany !

thd Pharaoh done thas, lns nane

W) dacod ot th Hebr o death met .
This 1 sad o meet Phorank's |
s mnch as to say,

His

o e fray

! when it was all gone, and 1 had nothing
| to dv but to think, 1 hegan to feel very
j une omtortable. I stood disgraced before
myself. T thought of runnmng away some
where, Tdid not exactly know where, bt
from whenee 1 should never come back.
!t was not long before 1 reached home |
S bwentas quickly as Toould T told my
"sister that 1 had lost the farthing 1 ore
membar she cned sadly | bt T went di
rectly out into the garden, and tned o
think of saincthimg Jdse but nvain My
own gt stared nie steadily ot e,
Cand 1 owas wretched, Mthough itwanted
a tew minutes to the dmner hour, yet 1
seeted very long to mes L w s anvois
some vvent might aintervens between me
Sand the lie Thad told T wandered about
with & very heasvy spant L othouzhe |1
would give worldsafit had nod Lappened.

When the dinner hour came 1 owas
seated 1 nny hizh chos an g tather's
Ssidey when iy sister mde her appuar.
ance oning and looking very mach
sucved. My tathor o datdhy ashed
“what the matter was. Foen my modher
stated the story, the condlusion of which
was that 1 had dostthe tarthing T aan
never forget the ok of kiad, pertectly
unsuspecing conti lence with wihnch my
father turned on omie, and with hes large
blue eyes full 1 my face, saed = Where
“did you lose the farthing 2 iterliags we
can fd it aga N o 1or a sinzie n
cstant could 1 hiave that tone and that
look, but, bursting into tears, I sorcamed
out: O, Fdid aot not bse the tartls-
mg--1 ate up the g7 A silence, as
of the grave, ensued. No one spuhe.
P Inan mstant I sermed 1o be separaied
at an immense distance trom all the rest
of the tanuly. A great gulf yawned be-
Ptween us. A\ of lancliness and
desolation came over me, the mpres.
csion of which will go with me forever.
I deft the table, and all that afternoon,
and next day, and durning the week my
feelings were melanchoiy in the extreme,
! But my father and mother, brothers and
i sister, received me 'k to their love and
i favour as time wore away, and my spirits
recovered their wonted tone,  Fhe whole
vvent left an indehble impression on my
’ mind and heast.-—FLugnt Magazine.

SCNse

——

When Dr. Marshwood was a
young man, and at home, he was fre-
[ quently the subject of doubts and fears.
On s return from India, after nearly
"'thirty years' residence and labour there
i William Jay said to him— \Well,
Doctor, how about doubts and fears
© Haven't time for them,” was the
answer.

—A writer n the Suuday-School
Times says that he took a friend to an
Arch-street dentist, who said to him
that “ the young man is troubled with
necrosis of both the maxillary and man-
dibular, accompanied with exfoliation
of the alveolar,” the meaning of which
he informed us was simply “ his dis.
ease is deadening of the bone, with

scaling off of the sockets of the teeth.”
| Going home he thought the dentist's
! answer nearly equalled Herbert Spen-
i cer's definition of * c¢volution,” which
{is a *“change from an indefinite inco-
| herent homogeneity to a definite cohe-
!'rent heterogeneity through continuous

differentiations and integrauons.” Yet
I this he says 1s excelled by Kirkman's
definition of change: - Change is a
pericloretical synechy of pamparallag-
matic horroteroporenmatical differen-
tiations and integrations.” \Ve agree
with him in condemning such a bom-
bastic and inflated style, especially in
I the pulpit, and on the platform, and in
the class. Anglo-Saxon for the found-
ation and body—foreign derivatives to
be used when they embody ideas for
which there are no Anglo-Saxon words,
or in moderation, and in their simplest
forms for the sake of variety—is the
principle which gives clearness and
force, and causes what is spoken to

enter the mind of the hearer or reades.



