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THE CANADIAN WOOLEN INDUSTRY.

In our last issue we pointed out some glaning errors
and misleading figuresn the last Canadian census returns,
dealing more particularly with the textile trades, and we
expréssed the hope that so intelligent an officer as our
chief statistician is will see to it that when the next census
1s compiled the Canadian Government will be persuaded
to get out of the rut of the past, and not only give us more
correct returus, but give us details that mean something,
mnstead of the piles of useless figures that have appeared
for the last three or four decades. The authorities have
not reahized that 1 the last half century manufacturing
systems and processes have been completely revolutionized,
so that statistical tables which would have been fairly
comprehensive 1 the census of 1851 will be meaningless

for the census of 1yut. The old hand processes are fast
disappeanng and in some branches of the textile trades
have already disappeared. In some branches of the cotton
and woolen industry the * number of hands employed *
and the * annual value of raw matenal used ~ may mean
something, or they may mean nothing, whereas a state

ment of the spinning and weaving capaaty means exactly
what the figures show. Butthese two items of information,
which are at once the easiest got at and the most import-
ant, are precisely the information which our census returns
do aot give. The same criticism apphes to the other
branches of the textile trades, to the paper and pulp anlls,
the boot and shoe factories and other industries.  These
are not the only reforms needed. The grouping and
arrangement of certain industries should be supervised by
someone who has a technical knowledge of the trade. As
an mstance of what the absence of such knowledge may
lead to, we find the census of :8y1 reports 22 cotton mills.
This, as we pointed vut when the returas were pullished,
was wrong, but the wnaccuracy 1s partly explained 1n other
divisiuns, where we find one mull put under the head of
Cotton bag factories” and another under the head of
 Duck and yarn factories.” But these items, while they
partly account for the mistakes under the head of *‘ cotton
mils, " are sull musleading, inasmuch as any enquirer is
natutally led to suppuse that there 15 only one fartory
in Canada malking cotton bags and one making duck
and yarn.

\When we come to the woolen industry the mis-
classifications above referred to are still more misleading,
as the extent of the industry wnvolved is greater. For
instance, according to the census of 18y1 there 1s only ore
blapket nuil 10 Canada, only one felt factory, and but
one factory where woolen yarn is made. Yet we have 377
establishments enumerated under the head of **woolen
mills,” 223 under the head of * kmtting factores,” 26
under the head of * underwear factories,” and 5% under the
head of ** hosiery factories.” One naturally wonders on
what plan the census takers make a distinction hetween
“hostery” mulls, « kmttng " mulls, and * underwear’
factories. Whether the underwear factories referred to
are makers of knitted underwear or of cotton mght shirts
or such other garments the returns are equally astray.
And what * hostery mulls ” sn Canada are not ** kmtting
mlls ¢ But one of the most remarkable features of the
census returns dealing with textiles 1s the statement that
there are 1n Canada 557 * carpet factonies.” It will hardly



