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rcpcatedly that the lnaine referrcd to a period when the prairie wvas
burned, leaviing the grroun(1 blaclz atnd dry. As the Indians travellcd
over the prairie thecir inoccasins becamie black and thcy %vcrc naîncd by
the tiils adljacent Býlackzfcî. jerry Potts, Go\vcriiiieiit guide anid ini-
tcrprcter, who ks a reliable aluthorit:y on questions of tbis nature, says
that therc is atnoîher accomnt or the ori-iin of the naine, and lic k stronglv
iiiclitied to give it the prcfcrcnce. This tribe lived for sonie tinc ini tlh
nortbiernl part of the country, whler e i nîd was sort and of a dark,
colour, and at that tiime, anid froin that cause, thecir moccasins becanme
dark, and coziscentlv thecy rceived the naine of lackzfcct, whlîih now
thev% bear. This name bias also bec:i applied to the Confcdcracy by somne
as a distinctive mimen.

Many yeCars ago the Býlatclfect, Crees, Sarcccs and Gros Ventres wcrc
one people, and lhved 1peacc;ly togcther ini the Red River country.
Togrethcr thesc tribc., travelled tvestwavzrcl and se!ttiecd near a large lake
surrotindcd bv %voods in the country of the Saskatchewan. The presclit
Provisional District of A\lberta was at that tinie peoplcd by the Fiat-
hecads, Stioshionees, Crows, and other Indian tribes. The irst white mcen
wlhoni the Indians met ivcre the traders, ivlîo carne to barter goods for
furs and hidcs. Froin these traders the inembcrs of the Blackfoot Con-
federacy rcccivcd -uns, and tbcy drovc the Fiatheads and Shoslionees
across the Inoulitains and the Crow Indians into the region of the Vcllov-
stonc. Tlhe ]3lackfect do not now kinoýv Uiecyact location of the lake-
wbicre they scttlcd mnany ycars ago ini the nortlh. During the period
wlhen the Crees and Ilackféct werc one l)eopl' thcy ivcrc travelling sonitîl-
wvard %vlien a quarrel arosc about a dog. lJogs wcre vcry scarce at thiat
tirne, and lience the quarcl bccaine an important onc, i:ivolviing thec
tribes. Sn seriou.î did Uic afiray beconme, and tie lîostilit v nanifcsted so
vecry great, that the Crees and 13lackfect separatcd and have rcineiid
independent u:ntl thc preictit day. A long period before the advcnt of
any wliitc settUers the l3lackféct travelled as fair southward as Salt Lakec,
lîunting- wild hiorse.. and bîîffidlo, and thcy vent castvard for trading pur-
poses ta a trading post at Ou'Appelle, in the provisional district of
Assi niboia.

he tlirce tribes, ]3lackfect, BloocI and Piegan, %whicli canstitute thc
Blackfoot Conifeceriacy, are thircc distinct trîbes, hiaving 110 commiioni
cousicil, or bond1( of unity, cxcept the tics of a caînmsoî parentage,
language, customns, traditions and intcests. I have lucvcr learlicd that
any, conmnon council cosisting- of dIcelitès fronm cadi or the tribes has
ever been ldk since tlîcy scparatcd. WXVhenever any important mattr
was undcr considcratioîi wlîich affcctccl the Conlfeclcr.acy, a yauing nman,
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