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INCIEN 07 Tau 0101AT OONU'LGRATION(
iq LONqDON, AIUD I1'S EVFECTS ON TE

IEEI flN8URANCE COMPANIES.

lThe circuiistaotics of Ilte remeit cullfagraii it
L ondon ai give a iittus iitîeresîîîtg exitîhit of Ille Bit-
isit Ottet r' pa lis lt a1 varicl y aof aspects ranigiîtg fruoti

il.s.atîcueili iti%tt>rv lu ils, proniiiinîce in the politieai
almi lîari aituiaIs of Ilte 'id lantd, its tirivail,,,d dis-

Mîictioni as a commtuercial atd ftîîaîteial centre, ils,
atl(tesiitrutrai condition>js antd il.-; stalid . ollteretit.v

la> uld fasllioîted ctustînns. For tnialtv cetînriies- tiqk
district iii whlti Ilte lire look palace lias liii Illue
licart of Etî.iglisi commterce aîtd of Etî'iglisît life. Ilit
tJ'v t it cetnluîry a %vave oif religiotis revival swept
taver Londoti. wltîclt ltheti :vas faîtted for ils over
(c3fle lititidreal clitircites andl Ilte tievotiot of Ille ciii-
mios. (<tut o! îlîk revival sprattg Ilte cîitircli of Si.
Giies, (Cripiega-tt. wltici Nvas ricarlv bitrit uv Ile

remiot fire. Ille lt>ss of wlticlt %'uttl<l have <iîes.
Londott more litait Ilte tîtoîîelarv losses il catised, as
il is tio offlv a faîttutis Iiistoric relie. but is sacre(l as
Ilte shirlît of Nliltoit's îotîîb. 1lerciit also are me-
gisters of Ilte tîarriage o! Cromwtiell, aîd Ilte hutriai
tif Frobîishîer, Ilte great itavigalor. wiîo iin t 576 flîted
m'it alt e'X1telitio)tito lu iscover a Northi West psae
aîiledatitîg Ilte expuloits of Nanti hy over 30o ye.ars;

Tligît cloîse. 10 lthoroltglfares like Ilte Strand attd
(ieajsitde. Ilte bilrnit district is iîilkîtown 10 visitos

1<) Londuit save îttercltaitts. wlto coîtld ftîtd ini tha
congested arra. iturtit o>f Ilte latter street. Ille lar-gest
antd tiitust vareul stocks to! tles)iti tîifae tires anîd
olier îpr<><1u-ts <if ail ciiitwcs lit Ilte world. 'llie birnî

district is ait irreguilar îîaraiielcagraiti, 93 yards hw 187
yardIs. cîîtiaracitîg 4 1-2 acres. vltici :verc intvrsecîeal
il-otigi Ilte centtre hw lewitt sîreet. Titis sîreet %va:s
Ilte tordof u ant arc. 320 Yards 10,1g l>y i(Xo aI tite:
\widest poaint. lie Nwitle arva elnelosedl it ilit art:
\vas cumictlet e l.stroy~eo. 'l'le sutî of Peiit St.
wvas like a cli% putzle. uIl toit\. marelîoîtses bleig
divîied Upititu auk a te tsrtu tiga varit ats

îilsanîd atif irregtia.r wtidîts. Ilte getîcral forutt 'if
tlie liaockq liiîg titat of! a croîtkedti oge. l'ie lu-
'ograpical condttitions wcre vcry olbý,trtitlve lo Ille

%%ork <'f te tire brigade. lt Ilte cliiivf obistrutcîtt
l: Ilite effceîivettes of Ilte itrigide %vas Illte ub)iîiitav

<<f Ilte I .und.It-I (Coiîltît Colîticil it resistiiig efforts lai
. apî Ille eatipîncnt l ittueu oînoîs ~t,

CVI soitte sitiail toaNvis itn Caila htave att electrie
,lire aiarttt. wit lvd rats givittg Itigli IprcNsurc, Ile
îvocariols Met ropolas, lthe ricIcît emptloriumit <a vatialale

guots Ili existentce. liati lit) siit otti pitcîts iti,.*
cvi iti arrantgemtet fa r a pîroutpît stipply of coal fiar

tluv fore clu'. tai ltavittg lt lae ltattled two mtiles
\w-iie Ilte tire n a, agilng. Wllico ai i ivuetic

stpilis e -iTlered fronîît larivate store,. butt îtc-.e
were relecteaql ftor a limte a'. tuer ries ti! Ilte service

<liai t apraoatide fa 'r milii Stilalies bintg reccived. At
iîtuli, likiamt-ver, Ilte riles liaa to Ite igntared. or sonte

a.f tule e!liiit's v îid hlave becollte îtsces.

A PZISNY, XVîs, AN» PovND> FooI.Sîx Sysýrtx%,
stnci rigid Coli servaî i Stl is allimst itcredlil>ie. rle.ll
thorities il appcars (leclitiCd b hbring Ilte fire protectiont
uIl to <date, itecause tlîcy coîtsidercd a confliagrationt
si. tnîlikelv as îlt to Warrant Ille cxpetiise of mtodernt
i tt)riv':î ive i l , it le tva> of Itiglt pressure hydranîts,
electrie aiarnts. witer towers and other fire figlititg
%We.ip(iiis. Illei remitt fln' cost as iinîteit as Ille iit-
stalilment alid mainitenance of IadC(Ilate eqitletts
%wotld have (lotie in a gcitcratioît. At Ille tinte of dt
fire Ille citiz.en,; were wr.ii-gliiig ovcr a question iitntcli
like otir Mantitoba Scliool affair, abolit NvIielit îhey
sliowed l a ititcrcst s0 itenlse as tu afford a stratige
contrast lu tieir iîidifference about tieir p)rotectiont
agintst so terrible a disaster as the remint coniliagra-
tiont he whichi litndreds have becln deprived of work
aid< s;everal dozenis of firitis rtiiid, or tinancially
cripilc<l. ur iituclt valtied contemtporarv, Thec Re-
Vîcw, states1 tai "tlle saiv:tge of ont: store wvas wori Io
Ille fore offices Ille cos of Illte maintîenantce of Illte S
vage Corps for niitv vcars, su a perfected fore tari-
gaule inay pay for itsci itn Ille long mt to Ille ciii-
zeis of Loiidoii." Mie net lusses are ilow estillta.tedl

ai $2,500,000. Mltci Ihavittg beeti 1)ubliSlted in Cati-
adit papers as to Ilte serionis cffect of Ille coniflagrai-.

îlot: on Ille British fire iist-rance contipanies eîbih
cdl lere il is m-cil for Ille real facts to lie knowît. ,"te
Loutdun losses," says The -ciw are oîtly mie sixti
0 Illte actual casli'on hiand in balnks or 'dcposit at
shtno atice. 'fhev are ouîf otefirvscct of
Ille preîtinttttl inicoie ofI lle 'eon:patieis. So that telt
days' recei1>ts of tieir ordiîtary ittcoînc %votld bc ci-
ficaccoîts lit iîecting Ilte moss byv Ille receoti cotillagra-

tiou,." Titis sitows liow ulterlv' bascless were Ilte r-e-
ports publishced by a numbiler of Ilte leadiîtg Lonidoî
joapers that Ille itre instiratice comtpanlies wotiujldie
cotttplclleilu oSOI a large hlock, of sectirities to risýe
fiîds lu pav dlaims created by Ilte fire. Tlie effeci of
lihe disasier 011

TIIF STOCKS OF Tuie FIRF INSURANCE CO'MPANIES

lias also heen grosslY exaggerated, as lte fol-
itu\wiîg comiparîsost of Ilte prices lte day hefore alttl
thet da v alter Ille fire prove. N«c have adapled Ile
stock iist of our ai>ove-ziaitie(l coîttctttporary 10 ot-r
cttrrcv i Iltc rate of $ýý. t) Illte £ sterling.A
eot-ili as beenl added shiving Ilte perceîîlage o'f
Ilte fadi iii Ilte prices, of fire iîtsuratice comtpanlv stockhsý
callsed h tti fite. 'llie prices u1uoted are 'iltuse of
viie Oitarc.

PR1C*-.
Name of company. ferote

Fire.
Alliance............. 55
tlritih Law ........... 7.50
Commercial zno . 2o.
Guttriian ........... z ,

Impeial........... c'.
Lpo Lond.& Globe 282.50

LOt'(0o .............. 390.
L.ondon 4- ltaucaohire 97.50
Nortbcrn ............ 4-5.

B.lrit. & Mlercantile.. 37.50
Norwich Union........ 642.50
Palatine.... .......... 1875
lPhonix ............ 25

Royal Exchange.:: 2SoG.
Royal ................. :Cgo.

S...................60.
D'zion................ la.

Aftcr
Fit.

52.*50
6.2s

215.
66.25

280.
307.50.

96.25
410.

6',7.50
97 SC0

222.50
1825.

285.
57.50

122 50

Perý2nt&Re
Fait. of Vait.

2.50 4.55
3.25 '5.33

5 2.27
1 25 2.
5. 3.03
2.50 -89
2.5ý0 -81
1.25 1.28

Ç. 1.20
Io. 4.60
5'- 77
8 25 6.67

2. 1.72
2.50 4.17
2.50 2.-

670


