
8 CANADA LAW JOUR«<AL.

îi. Under the operation of State laws, a great many in the
past four years have availed themselves of thio esse of change
to disguiae their Gernan blood and nationality by the adoption
of surnames leus suggestive of their origin. Whiie we can
fully synipathize width ther desire in the matter, we zraintain
that a surame or patronymnic is an unavoidable blood
inheritance, and unlees, in the eyes of the lew, soniu very strong
reason Bs given for ite change, it should romain a -permanent
possession of the inheritor.

"Adequate legislation. should be passed to correct the
e ~above referred to imperfections in the Iavrs governing the

changea of surnames in the various etates of the Union."
If Ontario has se yet no legislation upon this subject, eor.e of

the above coneiderationz may weIl lx- weighed in adopting a
statute, if a guneral statute is deeincd adviBable. While space
does not permit a consideration of the character of legislation
best fltted to deal wvith the existing facts. it is subir itted that
th.- conlinoîl law should bc arrended to irake the asur.ption by
any individual of a new naine a xrisdeîr canour. To requir,- a
epecial Act of the Legisiature ini each case of proposed change of
natre, would perhaps in the end be the n'ost prudent irethod of
meeting what niay, wvithout it, becorre a serious evii.

NEW YORK. WMi. SETON G71ORDON.

This subWet has received attention iii England in connection,
with the Mien Restriction Bill as arended.

It is there provided that the naine by which an alien was
ordinarily known on the 4th Aug., 1914, is te continue te ho
that by whiich he iB te be known, and no alien inay for any purpose
assuzne or use or continue the use of any other naine. Another
clause deals with aliens being membero of partnerslhips or firmes
carrying on trade under naines other than those in use before that
date. In special circumnstances and on special grounds the Secre-
tary of Stato mnay grant exemptions froin thie, but he ie flot te do
so unless satisfled that the new naine is ini the circuxnstances of the
Case a suitable one. This is flot to apply te women assuxumg -a
husband'e naine, or naines assumed ini pursuance of Royal license,
nor the continued use of a naine by any person who, auw~ned it


