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the inantel, 110w pausing, to look out of the window and now
fidg-ettiing witli the niaga7inies on the table.

Is there anything the matter ?" slie asked, at leiigtli,
looking Up from hier book w'ithi a mnild curiosity.

Mr. Archland stili hiesitated. He feit that lie would get
but littie hielp or syxnpatliy fromn lier, and yet hie feit con-
strained to speak.

"The fact of the inatter is, mny dear, that I have grown
a littie curious about your religion," lie began, plunging
into the iddle of lis suibject througli sheer inabilhty to
approacli it mlore dexterouisly. 1 feel inclinied to - to -

iii short to study it up a bit.''
011Oh ! " ej aculated the lady, blankly. She could thiink, of

nothing else to say.
"'Yes; I amn going to study it up a bit," reiterated Mr.

Archland 'and I thiouglit that youi iiglit be able to assist

Good grac;ous, Heliry wilat lias put sudh a thing- into

your liead?'' asked lis wife, pettislily. ''1' m sure I shouldt
be of no use to you at ail iii the mnatter. I nleyer cout remieni- 1

ber nîy catedhisni f roin one Suniday to the next. Perliaps
you liad better ask miother; slie eaul give you clapter and
verse for everythiiing.'

But surely you kunow somnething, about it y-ourself ?'' lie
asked suggestively.

Oh, of course,'' vaguely, '' but iu a genieral sort of way,
you kîîow~. I'm sure you'd better ask mnother ab)out it.'' ot]

Mr. Arcliland said no more, but lie lesolved privately flotni
to let the inatter drop. 'Ple idea of seeking- informationa
from lis wife' s miother xvas repugnant to himi ; not because
lie was flot on the best of ternis withi tliat lady, but because i
lie shrank. froin exposing lis innermost thouits to anyoîii re
if lie could help it. Curiously eniougli, it did flot occur to pi
him to consult a Catholic priest. Perhaps somne relies of thie
prejudices hinplanted by lis parents stili lingered iu lis
inid. 0
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