THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

Communicntions,

To the Editor of the Christian Obserter.

Dear Brorurr,~-The Lord hasof late visited
the Second Church in Lobo, 'where I have been
Jabouring tho past year,and where I'still conliie]
to labour half of my time,) withsome mercy drops|
from his gracious throne, reviving the hearts of fus
children with new accessions to the 1anks of the
faithful in Christ Jesus. Five have recently fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Jesus in the holy ordi-
nance of immersion, and have entered the fellow-
ship of the church of Christ.  Othersare expected
to follow soon. The work is deep and gradual,
The congregation is overflowing and deeply se-
rious. The countenance of many evince the soli-
citude of their minds. This 1s very encouraging
to our hearts. The Lord has not forgotien to be
gracious unto his dear people. ¢ His mercy 1s
very great towards those that fear him; and his
faithfulness unto children’s children.”

Yours in the bonds of the gospel,

A. CHUTE.
Nilestown, July 2, 1852,

The Old Baptist Church, Charlotteville,

%0 the Editor of the Christian Qbserver.

Dear BroTHER,~Permit me, through the co-
lumns of the Christian Obserrer to state a sew
facts and reflections upon the origin, progress, and
present condition of one of the oldest Regular Bap-
tist Churches in Western Canada,

As I have ministeicd upwards of four years in,
this church, and held much christian intercouse,
with the people; and as it older members will,
soon be gone, the present time scemus sutable to
place upon record what their memories have pre-,
served of God’s goodness to them as & people and
a church of Chwsist.  lts origin being contemporary
with the township of Charlotteville, a brief notice
of the present condition of the township will not
Lo without its interest, |

Charlotteville is bounded on the south by a part,
of Lake Erie and the Bay of Long Pomnt; on the:
west by the township of Walsingham; on the
north by Windham; and on the east by Wood-
house. It is watered by four small creeks: onthe
south corner by Evans® creck, which suns inton
yartof Bigcreek, the north cast part by Paterson’s
creck, and the south east by Hay’s creck, which
empty themselves into Lake Erie. The reuls are
in general good; the soii 1s wmostly sand in the
south west part and centre, iron (bog ore) is found
but 1ot to much extent.  Oa the south front there
is good fishing ground, where at some seasons
considerable numbers of white fish, pike, black
and white bass, and various othier kinds are caught.
The general productions are wheat, corn, osts and
buck-wheat; potatocs arealso cultivated to a great
amount. The returnsof last year show that there
was 63,118 pounds weight of butter made, and
this is supposed to be rather under the rea! quan-
tity produced. There is some vacant land of 2
Jight sandy loam, in the north west past of the,

township, held by private individnals forsale, there
e several marshes which would make good mea-
dows by slight draining and cultivating, This
will suffice for its location and physical structure:
its moral and religious features will be of wreater
titerest to the readers of the Christian Qbserver.

The provision for common schoo! education, in
and atound Yittoria is ample in the number of
schoo! houses.  ‘Ihe principal deficiency being the
want of teachers.

The population of the township, by the last sta-
tistical account, amounted to 2761 ; of these, 888
are Daptists by profession, ‘Lhere 1s one fact
which ought not to be overlooked ; there are 3J1
males and 276 females reporied as not attending
the common schools in the townshap,

The age in which we live is remarkable for
tracing eflects to their cause, ‘The causes which
lead 1o the formation of a church of Chnist, may,
to the man of the world, be a subject of hitle im-
portance: tothe disciple of Chnist, 1t is a @natter
at once pleasant and important, To the Christian
philasopher, it is a topic of deep and absorbing in-
terest to trace the foot-prints of the Creator i the
formation of the world. It gives expanston to the
wind to mark the same foot-prints in history. The
redeemed of the Lord delight to, trace and mark
the operations of his love in the soul of the sinner,
until it is transformed into his own glorious 1mage.
The first inhabitants of this place came from the
Lower Province and New Jersey. From the
United States the first preacher of the gospel sup-
plicd the sphitual wants of the people.  About48
years since, under such .nussionary efforts, a num-
ber of belicvers were baptized ; and the church
was organized in the barn of Oliver Mabee, who
is yet alive, and now the oldest member in the
church of Charlotteville. It is some proof of the
progsess made by the people of Western Cunada,
whed this aged Christian sometimes informs the
young around him, that when on his jonmey from
New Brunswick to this place, he visited the place
whese Toronto now stands. It contained two log
houses inhabited by coloured people. At thesame
time, two log houses, owned by the same race,
made up the city of Hamilton.

Through some mismanagement, the book con-
taining the public records of this church, was lost.
But for the Jast 32 years the record of its pubne
business has been carcfully preserved, Its articles
of faith arnd practice, with its covenant obligations
of daily duties, from the commencement of the
book, written the hands of Oliver Mabee, who
gave one acre and a half of land as a gilt upon
which to Yilda church, and bury the dead.

Theur faith, practice, and church order, as there
laid down, have been observed with fidelity,
throughout tus period.  In the careful examimation
of their reconded proceedings, Lhave felt astonished
how a church could preserve its visibility and or-
der, in the frequent long vacation of its pastorate.
Titus Finch was thar first regular pastor.  His
labours were valuable and often greatly blessed.
His mortal remains lic in front of the old meeting
house, with a neat head-stone and sutablecpitaph,
The names of other ministers arc found in the
book; wut thar brief Jabours js all that can be

found in connection with their call to labour with
the church.

About cighteen months since, the principal
members of the church thought, that as the village
of Vittoria was upon the increase, a new and more
comfortable place of worship in the village, would
be necessary. In the old place, it was always
found that Bible class and Sabbath School traming
had te be suspended one halt of the year, along
with other week-night religious meetings. The
church met to consider these watters, The prin.
cipal difliculty tc be removed, was found n the
attachment the people had to the ground upon
which the meeting-house was bult.  And when
every thing is considerd, thereis nothing to blame ;
thete the lionoused dust of two gencrations he;
there it pleased God to show his 1edeeming love in
many powerful reformation mectings. These re-
collections filled the mind of God's people. They
felt in a straight between past recollection and pre~
sent duty. Time-honoured®feelings ytelded 1n fa-
vour of the religious improvement of the rising
generation.

The church decided to build a house double the
size of their old place; stone for the basement,and
brick for the upper part; to have a gullery and
belfrey ; inside to be painted; the ernamental
embellishments to be such as become a place of
public worship, The expense of erecting the
building has been about $3000—raised among
themselves. It was opened for public worship on
the 20th of May last, under the most favourable
tokens of the love of God.

There isa statemen* :-. the religious statistics of
this township worth attention. There are 883 who
report themselves as Bapusis; and the demand
for Baptist preaching i this township, extends be-
yond this influence. Here isa field white unto
the harvest, and a demand for the labourers to en-
ter upon their work. It is my hope yet to sce old
Charlotteville church enter into thus labour from
her own resources.  In the meantine, [ am 2nxe
ous to find some brother, possessed of zeal,and a
love for the souls of those who are crying for the
bread of life, to assist in this portion of the wvine-
yard. It would be worthy the patronage and care
of the Regular Baptist Missionary Society. God
willing, I expect to present the claim of this place,
and perhaps a suitable labourerto the notice of this
Society, at its annuxl mceting, which will soon
take place.

Ithink it would greatly facilitate the work of
missions, if each church wonld, through the co-
lumns of the Christian Observer, state their cone
dition in relation to the destitution around them;
where labourers are wanted, and the reception they
are likely to meet from the people. This know-
ledge published in our own organ, would give to
our annual meeting 2 greater interest, and would
encourage the mournersin Zion.

ABRANM DUNCAN,
Vittoria, July 13, 1852,

One hundred and fifty persons dicd in New York,
during the last twelve months, of delirium tremens !
‘There were nine muiders caused by rum, and nearly
ten thousand five-day commitments for drunkens
ness duiing the same time,



