THE WEEKLY EEE%R@&.

Il

No 42. Vor. 1]

HALI¥AX, OCTOBER 30, 1835.

[oxs DoLLAR PER ANNON.

NATURAL LISTORY.

ELECTRIC ANINIALS,

Amongstall the diversified fuculiies, pow-
ors, wnd argans with which Suprewe Wisdom
Tias gifted the members of the animal king-
_dom todefend themselves from their encuies,
orto secure for themselves a due supply of
food, none are more remivkable than those
Ly which they can pive them un electrie
shack, and arrests them in their course,
whetlier they are ussuilants or fugitives.
That God should arm coriain fiskes, in
sowe sense, with the lightning of the cluwls,
and enable them thus to empluy an element
so potent and irresistible, as we do guapow-

.der, {o astound, to smite, wnd stup:fy, und
i kill the inhabitants of the waters, is voe of
those wonders of an Almighty wim which
no terrestrial animal is gificd to exlubit. Tor
though some quadrupeds, as the cat, is
‘kingwn, ut cevtain thues, to necumslate the
clectric fluid in their fur, so as to givea
slight shock to the hand that strokes them,
it has never been clearly ascerimmed that
they can employ it to arrest or bewililer
their prey, so as to pievent their escape.
Even wan himself, though he can charge his
batteries with this element, aund again dis-
charge’them, has not yet so subjected it to
bis dominion as to use it independently of
other substances, cffensively snd dofezsve-
1y, as tho electric fishes do. The fishes
-hitherto ascertained to possess this power
‘belong to the genera Tetrodon, T'rickinros,
‘ﬂal«ptcrz:rus Gymnotus, and Raia. The
most remarkable ure the thice last. The
“faculty of the Zorpedo to benumb its pre
was known to Aristotle, aud Pliny further
states, that, conscious of its power, it hides
itself in the mud, and benumbs the rasus-
pecting fishes that swim overit, The Ara-
biaus, when they cultivated the sciences so
suceessfably, had observed this faculty both
inthe Torpede, and the Malapterurus, and
perceiving an aflinity between the eleetri:
fluid of the heavens and that of these fishes,
called them Raash, a name signifymg thun-
der.  Itissingular thatin three principal
.enimals which Providence hassignalized by
this wonderful property, the orgaus of it
should differ so much both in their number,
situation, and other circumstances ; but as
there appears to be little other connexion
B between them, it was doubtless to accommo-
g date them to the mode of life and general
§ ' organization of the fishes so privileged.—
- Bridgewateg, Treatise.

Fruits of the West-Indies.—1 dont think
§ ' the fruits of the East ate to be compared
with those of the West-Indies. I doubtif
the garden of the Mesperides could have
_ boasted of such a profustun of golden tiuts,
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and such a variely of delicious flavours,  In
the vrder of their excetlonce, let me regale
your ladyship’s funcy with theit enumerati-
on : the imperial shwddock, ¢ the grace and
ornawent’ of a dessert, of the West-Ludies 3
the luscous granadilla, which none but
Cregle handscan duly propmie with sugarand
Madewa ; the melting avocada pear, which
itis forhidden to catwithoutsalt and pepper;
the deheate enena, which must be tested in
the birth-place of the pine apple, to under-
staml the benefit, that Rivley, the Jamaica
planter, has couferred on the epicurean
world ; the metlifluous naisberry, which, like
the medlar, and some other fruits of precoc:-
ous qualitics in fushionable hot-beds, must be
yellow at the core before it is mature 5 the
full grown poregranate must not be forgot-
ten, teeming with liquid rubles, and remind-
ing the Eastern epicurean of the golden fruit,
winch grows (on the autharity of Maliomet)
ou thatextracrdinary trec ‘Tuba, whichgrows
|in Paradise, close to the prophet’s house,
andis continually bending down itsbranches,
to present the passers-by with grapes,
dates, and powegranates, ¢ of size and taste
unkuown to mortals;’ and lastly, the bloom-
ing mango, whose exquisite hueis like the
blush on the bashful cheek of a maiden of
fifteen ; and finally, indeed, agra-dolce ad-
mixture of the star-a;.ple and orange, which
stands not tho prow of Seneca’s. test of
vholesomeness, for the eating of the same
may be a pleasunt thing to-day, but by no
means sgreeadle to-w .rrow. 1t were not
that 1 have « cortain loving respect for beef-
stakes and be.ded mution, and a wholesome
apprekension of all crude vegetable diet, I
would daily breakfast, dine, and sup, on the
fraits of the West-Indies.—Mucdtien’s West
Jusiies.

Peassengers in the Susan.—Messrs Ma-
comber, Welch, Gray & Rayuer's ship Su-
san, arrived yesterday from the Cape of
Good Bope, bringing the following pas-
sengers : Two elephants, onelarge rhinocer-
os, cight full grown ostriches, three Bengal
and three African leopards, six white vul-
tures, five Secretary birds or serpent eaters,
one Cassawary bird, three laughing hyenas,
two strand or beach do, three spotteddo, one
Tiengal or royal tiger, five porcupines, a
full grown lion and honess, two young do
do, two jackalls, one tiger cat, one Java

tan bears, two white and one crested peli-
cans, two zebras, one large Coffa.crane, and
six minor avimals.—Boston Paper.

EGYPTIAN'ANTIQUITIES ILLUSTRATIVE
OF SCRIPTURE.

Xt is much to be regretted, that some one

of competent abilities doesnot spend ashort

poney, one monguss, two Poonar or Hindos- |

timein Egypt, forthe expresspurposeofillus-
teatinx the Seriptuves.  Thisvegret came to
tue with peeulinr force when examining the
cives of the Beni Hagsan, the paintingsin
wlich are of the mestinteresting description.
In one cuve thereare figures of wrestlers, in
at least alina tced difterent atutudes, and va-
rious ather gaunes are represented in separate
compartmenis. A number of femalesappear
to be playingat the rough game of leap-trog,
and athers at ball,  There arc washermen
beating the clothesagainst ustone,and others
wringing them out; blacksmiths, hunters,
and fishermen ; louses, flowers, and musical
nistruments; men exciting bulls to fight, and
driving cattle as if to market ; children
tiding upon assesin panniers; the sacrificing
of balls and human beings ; the various
processes of ploughing, sowing, reaping,
treading out the corn, and housing itin the
granary ; groups of cattle, antelopes, asses,
and dogs; lions and tigers ; men shooting
at game witharrews ; weighing in a balance,
hauling boats, and rowing ; marriage proces-
sions ; in fact, a peep is given at most of the
common trensactions of life asthey took place
in the olden time, notafter the crude imagi-
nation of & modern painter, butin all the
force and fire of living truth, There are two
harpers, with instruments of o form more
simple, and, perhaps, more ancient, than-
those in the tombs of Bruce. The dresses,
and the manner of carrying burdens,
suspended from the end of a stick placed
upon the shoulders, the way of guiding boats
by an oar instead of a rudder, are exact re-
presentations of the present customs of Yadia,
proving the similarity of manners in the
cerly ages, and the antiquity of the usages
of Indin, where to say ¢it is customary’ is
thought a sufficientéxcuse for acts in them-
selves the most absurd.  The svoner a mis-
sion is commenced for the preservation of
these and other relics of antiquity the better,
as they would throw great light upon macy
passages of the Bible,and every succeeding
day adds something to the destruction of
these voluable records.

THE WEARY FINDING REST.

The following affecting story was related
by Mr, Dudley, an Agent of the British
and Foreign Bible Society, at the twelfth
‘auniversary of the Birmingham Sunday,
School Union ;—-

In the county of Kent lives, or lived, 2
clergyman and his lady, who took a very
-active part in the Sabbath School, connee-
ted with his church, They had in the
school a boy, the only son of a widow, who
was notoriously wicked, despising all the
earnest prayers and admonitions of the

clergyman, who, out of E:g for his poor
im in the ecm

b

widowed mother, kept



