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in to disturb our thecology. Thlle infinite of philosophiy
differs froin the infinite of religion-aii infinite Pcrsonality does
not lose its being nor dcgra<le itself by conîing into contact withi
hiumanityr, being indeed the very presupposition of that hiumaii-
ity Christianiity can b(e traced back ye-ar by year, century by
century to a Pelison whio once lived on earth, of whose sayingys
and deeds we hiave a definite record, a record now ekol d
to bc trustworthy, though thec histor-y of the attacks and counter-
niov enuents, tihe, ad vances and retreats, the undermni ning and
couinter-îniiiuig, the teiiorary defeats and ]-enewe(l sallues of
friend and foc, W.1rcd( round this record, -and w'hat it involves as.
to, tie Person of' Christ, lias beeuu the long drawn,%-i-out romance of
theology. The particular tacties that the oppoiients of Chiris-
tianity hiave displayed during the preseiit century, hiave beeni
iii a me.usure bolder ani more conifident thougu probably ccapable
of casier and to the orulinary nlianl at lstmore intelligible re-
Pulse, thanl Close or. the Clîristological dcuiosof the carlier

agS. It is now the arbual facts of the rccor-ded lire of Christ
tha--t have been called iii question, -and doubt Imas been thriovn oni
the historieity of' the Christian founidation ini a variety o.f ways.
Th le ea.rliest crude rationalism nn})uting aetual falschood to, the,
evan gceliists was quickly dissipatcd by the truthi whieh kept
alive the culture of even a not x-ery religions age. But as
the hot sun of early spring oftcn dîisaplpoinits us by inelting
mncly the Surface Sl(nw and leaving a tbick coating of ice
beneathi, so the disappearance of the superficial objections of
a Paulus but rce'caled the more philosophie and close coin-
pacted l-elief of the Tuebingren school. This threw discrcdit
on thle truthfulness of the gospels, because tluey (11< uuot accord
An their :'tiswith the requireinents of a view of the, actuai
course of Iuistory3 in thie early ages, wvbich ivas spotdby
mli leann advast philosophical inigenuity. Th~1is was
haýrôter to, ref ute than the carly rationalisin. ihen caiio Strauss

fdhga unyth lie.,oi and a legreld thiere so as to leave us no cer.

tainty; and1 thiough the thioughltful world wvas little afIected by
Renan wvîth biis spiritu-al inctLpacityl, yet his brilliant literary
style ensnarcd soine. 'J'le ttùacl of Strauss Nýrvas nost severe,
for its spirit stili lingers with those, whosc philosophie or- scien-
tifle prejudices wvill iuot suifer thei to admit miracle. Suchi men,


