
M

200 TRI StJNDAY PCHOOL BANNIR.

TORONTO, SEPTEMBER, 1873.

A WORD FOR THE BEABON.
Tuac season through wbich ve are Dow
passmng is one of peculiar trial ta ail
branches of Christian vork. A feeling of
depression, caused by the sympatby of
the human frame with the state of the
voather, seems to affect those engaged in
the varions fields of labor for the Saviour.
This in the time for vacations. Every
one wbo finds it possible leuves the more
deusely populated parts of the country,
and endeavors ta obtain reat and relief
wbere nature's sovereignty is undisturbed.
The clerk leaves bis desk, and flings aside
bis business care wjth his weli-woru
Pen; the accountant brings bis ledger
togather with a Ilbang," aud rejoices in
the thougbt that, for s few veeks ho
shall haller bis brain with no long
columns of figures that aem resolved
noi ta corne right; the preacher closes
bis sîudy, and locks bis MSS. carefully
away, and seaks, by recreation, to fit hlm-
self anew for the work of soul-oiving ;
and tbe lawyer, needing no calendar ta
remind hiin that the Ilheated terni" bas
corne, forsakas bis briafs and clients, to
wander ln othar fields than those of legal
fâme.

And this is natural. But there in a
disposition in some quartere .10 carry the
thizig too far. Thus ws renad, with deep
regret, that ýduring the worm weather
certain oburchea and écbools will be
closed. Yeu, this happens nal ta ha the
case in tha Dominion; but is not the infec-
tion spreading 1 We blâmne no oue for
seeking renewed viger tbrough means se
abundantly 1 ,rovided ; bot is il never the
case tliet duty's calle are naglectsd, and
the cause of the Redeemer made ta suffer,
that this sbould ho brouglit about 1

Even wbere tbis in flot thse eue,~ vs
bave observad the disposition ta lot tisingo
takte their own course in suoh Besaso5
tbis; the ochool is opened vitb les
punctuality ; the lassons are leu csrefblly
lpiepared; thea inging in hazl 7 engaged

in; tise absent choiers are flot loaud
after vits the cuntGmary diligence. We
are not unfainilier wits the excase, IlIt j,
no bord ta mbl:e macb effort nov." Sa il
à. And yet, as thse professed followbre
cf Christ, uhoold nal a littie extra effort
aud self-sacrifice ha made, that there may
not ho ground luit I We bave feared
sometimes that our revivals in the vinter
muaou but make Up for aur losset3 in tbe
summar, vben ,i permit almost every.
tbing teogoaetl1 de ads.

We do no, iotice any laes activity on
the part atan because it is Ildog
days."1 ' daily papers contaii, no leas
"lamusement " advertisements. WVe neyer
knew of a bar-roorn haing cbosed on
accaunt of dulI timea occahioned through
beat. Oh 1 la il not se tbat Ilthe children
of this generation ane viaer than the
children of ligbt 1"I

It seerno ta us tbat vo should neye, ho
more watcbful tisan, now,-that tbe
preachers should preacis their hast (anfi
sbortest) sermons,-lhat thse leeson sbould
ha more earefully preparad, and the
session soold ho made througbout lively
and interesting. Shorten the ezercises by
ail means, an hour is long enougli for a
achool wben an Auguat sun is stron;
but don't put leu cf Christ in tbe lesson,
nor lees of life iuta tise exposition.

Are we asking ton much 1 Are vo
requiring more thon flash and blood oaaL
endure I We wauld nal villingly do am~
We aak il for the tisoucands of aur cbil.
dren wbo nover knov thie jay of ahboliday ;
and for tbe tbousande whose temptation
lies in the very fact thal holîdays are se
abundant; vo sal- for the suite of tbone
ta vison neat vlntero speoisl service vfilI
ho cf no avail; for their sakre vo csk
every Sabbath-achaal tocher to endeavor
Dov, at the cool, porbape, cf cama pleuro
and pevsonal comfort, flot ta yield tho
battle ta thse enemn>' Don't wait for the
cool veetier before, yon apeak ta that
sohola, for Christ. Il may ho the autunrn
wmnds ïnay visie around bis grave, ar
that, beforo tb. flamne of a revival aholi
kindie, lhe lips Ibal obould bave spokoen
thse mescage may ho oloced by deatb. LI
un work, tissn, vile it in day, for Iltse
neth tomels vison no man cmi vork.»
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