332 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. Nov. 7.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER : THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN.

A.D. 30,
John 20. 19-29, [ Commit (0 memory verses 20-28.] |
10 Then the same day at evening,
Dbeing the fAirst day of the week, when |
the doors were shut where the dis-
ciples were assembled for fear of the
Jews, came Je'sus and stood in the
midst, and saith unto them, Peace
be unto you.

20 And when he had so said, he
showed unto them his hands and his
gide. Then were the disciples glad,
when they saw the Lord.

21 Then said Je’sus to them again, Peace be unto you:
as my Father hath sent me, even s0 send I you.

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, l

and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost :

23 Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto |
them; and Whosesoever sing ye retain, they are re- l
tained.

LESSON VI THOMAS CONVINCED. (Nov. 7.

24 But Thom'as, one of the twelve, called Did’y-mus,

| was not with them when Je/sus came.

25 The other disciples therefore said nnto him, We

have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except 1
shall see in his bands the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand
{nto his side, I will not believe.

206 And after el’xm days again his disciples were

within, and Thom’as with them : then came Je'sus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace
be unto you.

27 Then saith he to Thom/as, Reach hither thy finger,

and behold my hands and reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless, but be-
lieving.

28 And Thom’as answered and said unto him, My

Lord and my God.
20 Je'sus saith unto him, Thom'as, because thou bast

| seen e, thou hast believed : blessed are they that bave

not seen, and yet have believed.

General Statement.

five took place on the day of his resurrection. The
first was to Mary Magdalene, a8 velated in the last les-
son. The second wus to certain women, whom Christ |
greeted with the words ** All hail 1" as they were g£0-
ing away from the empty tomb. The third was to the
two disciples on the way to Emmaus, as told in the |
Gospel according to Luke. These two disciples has- |
|
|

Of the ten recorded appearances of the risen Saviour, 1 P

tened back to Jerusalem, and there learned that he had
appeared a fourth time to Simon Peter; but what trans-
pired at the meeting of the arucified Oneand his penitent
disciple has not been revenled. On that evening, ten of
the aposties, and perhaps some of their friends and the
helieving women, were assembled in ** the npper room.”
Suddenly, without unbarring of door or turning of
hinge, the Master stood in the midst with words of

Explanatory and

Verse 19, The same day. Theday of the Saviour's
resurrection, the first Easter Sunday. When the doors
were shut, For fear of an attack from the Pharisaic
faction, all the more enraged since rumors were abrond
that Jesus had risen from the dead. Where the dis-
ciples were assembled. This may have been the up-
per room where the last supper was eaten, and where
afterward the Holy Spirit ‘descended. Came Jesus.
He appeared suddenly, without opening the door, show-
ing that his body was now subject entirely to his Spirit,
and could npftanr and disappear, and in whatever form
he willed, (1) Perhaps it may thus with all Christ's fol-
lowers » their resurrection, Jfor they shall be like him.
Peace he unto you. This was the usual Jewish salu-
tation, but it now possessed A new meaning, coming
from the lipe of the risen Lord; bringing joy for sor:
row, and rest after fear.

20. When he had so said. Perhaps because their
faith could not fully gmns the fact that he had risen,
he called attention to evidences that he was the very
same Jesus who had died. Showed. .. .them his hands
and his side, In which were still remaining the holes
where the nails and the spear had entered the flesh.
Then were the disciples glad, They were alarmed
when they thought that it was the appearance of ade-
parted spirit; but now, when convinced that it was
really their Master, and that he was not dead but living,
they were filled with joy. (2) We may well rejoice with
Zum‘.l for on the Jact of a living Christ rests our Chris-

anity.

21. Peace be unto you. The “peace " is repeated,
for peace is what Christ brings to men first of all. As
my Father hath sent me. As God sent his Son into
the world to bring salvation, 80 the Son sends his dis-
ciples to bear the news of salvation, now rurchund for
men oy the death on the cross. send 1 you. The
resurrection of Christ was not to bring to the disciples
enge and enjoyment, bat work for the salvation of the
world, (3) What an honor to us to be associated with
our Lord in the work of saving men !

22. He breathed on them. Asa significant sym-

eace. Joy took the place of sorrow, as the disciples
vealized that their Lord had really risen from the dead.
But one had been absent, and that one to whom faith
was hard and doubt was easy. Thomas the twin de-
clared that, as he had seen the gaping wounds in the
body of his dead Master, he would not believe until he
couid touch those same wounds in his living form.
week passed, and all were present on the first Sunday
evening after the resurrection. Again the doors were
closed, and again Jesus gtood in the midst. How gen-
tle was the rebuke to Thomas, how clear was the evi-
dence that the dead one was the living, how full was
the confession of the hitherto donbting disciple ! It
was well for us that in the apostolic_company there
was one o slow of faith that he could believe orly
upon the most indubitable proofs.

Fractical Notes.

bol of the baptism from on high which was soon to
come upon them, and at the same time reminding them

of that act of God wherehy life had originally come to
the first man. Receive ye the Holy Ghost, By some
this has been interpreted to be simply a promise of that
enduement which they were to receive ten days later;
by others, and we think correctly, as & partial realiza-
tion, then and there. of the divine power which came
in full degree afterward.

23. Whosesoever sins ye remit, Whatever power
was here conferred was given. not to the apostles as
such, but to the believers as a body, to the Chureh; for
we find that one of the aposties was absent, and that
others besides apostles were present. Luke 24. 83-33.
1t does not mean that any priest or any church officer,
by the act of his will, or the utterance of a_word, can
shut men out of God's kingdom and eternal life. 1t does
mean that those who are endued with the Holy Splrl'.f
as were the disciples after the duy of Pentecost, ehal
have power to discern who ave truly penitent and there-
fore pardoned, and who are not; as did Peter in the
case of Simon Magus.

24, But Thomas. Thomas, eurnamed Didymus,

“gq twin,” was a_man of slow spiritual apprehension
and skeptical tendencies, yet a loyal, warm-hearted die-
ciple, for he it was who «aid in an hour of danger, '*
s go, that we may die with him." John 11. 16. as
not with them. hy he was not present is not stated,
but the inference is that it was because he had given
up all_hope, and believed the cause to be lost. How
much he missed by his absence that night ! (@) And
how much we always miss by absence from the gather-
ings of God's people !

25. We have seen the Lord, Their testimony was
strong and positive, for it was the testimony of personal
experience. He said unto them. He was not a disbe-
liever, nor an unbeljever, but an honest doubter, requir-
ing complete evidence before he could believe, He finde
his counterpart to-dayin men of askeptical temperament,
who seek wndhllr to know the truth, investigate its evi-
dences thoroughly, and accept it heartily when con-
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