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occuPy the Lirue t.f those who have coine here, manL1Y of tilose ap1 iearing onthis platforni being persons of iir note aîîd erninence, ane4 others havingcoule frorn a distance to give an account of transactions in remote parts ofthe civilized world. I have but one fact to comnctadIhpett

tha wll e greeable to those who are here present. On Monday lait [, asthe representative of this great Society, in conjuliction with s.orne of nîy colI-leagues, atten(Ied in Btinhlii Fields for the purpose of uncoveringr a niiernorialof one (if the founders of this Society, the Rev. Joseph Hughes- ne whodevoted lis besi and noblest energ(,ies to the inauguration of tis great %work,but whose largcit, conception could, 1 arn sure, neyer have led hiîxi to forni anotion of the magnitude at which it has arrived under the special blessingand grace of AInighty God. 1 have nothing further Lu, say, except to eaiuupon one ivhorn Il arn confident you ail rejoice to see upon this platform, tofmove the first Resolution--His «race the Archibishop of Canterbury."I
Th Arl soOfCNTRBURY :cTh eoluton wich1ltebl e e

read, be received and printed, under the direction of Lhe Comrnittee.' Whenl received an invitation, -y lord, to aten thsmeigantom etiresolution, I feit that there ivas a cail upon me which it wa~ imnpossible toresist. 1 believe that it has been the custom of my predecessors, and itcertainly is mine, not to take more part tlîan necessary in puiblic meetings oftixis kind, as our attention lias to be directed, to otlier matters whichi moredistinctly belong to our office and partîcular province. But 1 could îîot lielpLhinking that there ivere special reasons on this occasion ivhy 1 should obeythe cail of this Society. Sorne think that the Christian Church. tlhrou",hoittthe world is at this Lime approaclxing a great crisis. I don't knlow thait weare approaching any of those sudden ievolutions whichi often corne on personsIwhen they least expect themn, and produce gfreat and vast outward. changes.But there are re-volutions and changes in the sc<icondition of rnankind andin the civilization of the world which. often corne very silently, and whichare, when they are accornplished, more complete than even the changes which.arise froni great political. revolutions. And 'comparing the state of thingsnow with that which 1 rernember to, have existed a few years ago, 1 cannotjhelp thinking that the great cause whichi this Society han iii hand han diffi-cuilties to contend ivitx now whîch. were not known then. No doubt ourffathers were exposed to perils quite as great as any whîch, thi eaten societyjnow. But in the years which. passeci during rny youth tliin-,s had becornequieter. The great French Revolution of the last century hiad apparentlycleared the air, and men were settling down caln)ly into, the old beliefs andthe old state of affairs. Again the syrnptorns of great changes -.rnong thenations are &0 be heard and scen-again new modes of thought are rnakingrthernseîves feit among intelligent men, and no nne wlio 1(k aeulya hpresent state of public opinion can dotubt that a more determiined set is nowrnd gainst a simple belief in the power of the Word of God than any of uscan rernember t0r have been nmade. forty or flfty years ago. Therefore, I say,this is a time for ail rnen who love the Word of God to eaut aside, so far a3they miay riâlhont compromise of principles, the differences thtkeep themasuinder, and rally together for the defence of that Christian faiLli which,thank God, we ail rejoîce in, and that; Word of God on wvhich the doctrinesof te 0l. ristian, faith are built; Lo know as few distinctions as possible be-tween those who are, in the service of our common Lord, and who take theWord of that common Lord as blheir rie of life and as the charter of their1 hopes for eternity. Tiierefore, rny lord, 1, for my p:rt, thi 'xk it %vise that weshould in these anxious days as ïuuici as possible join Logether hand-in-handina erist which so completeiy and so naturaily unites. us i.n feeling, as thatiwhich 'hie Bible Society han been engaged in for so Mlany years. ý saythat tjxere i-xe now great uangers as regards the reverence 1 hich. we ail desiretb sec paid to the Word of God. Crret-I wiil not call tlhen insidjous, be-causc- they are, in f3et, very open-great efforts are now made to pewsuade,


