
cassiufle

BEl primary evii in Cassius' ehiaracter la selfishness.
This vice is the back-bone from whviceh spring the ribs
and linibs of cruelty, cunning and unscrupulous greed.
The head, and guiding power, to this body is his Ikeen

practical sense and his instinctive insight into the ehlaracters, of
men. lIt is these latter qualities that niake hi the niost danger-
ous of Coesar's enemies--and the xnost feared by C.msar.

Selfisliness is pcrlbaps the xnost virulent of vices. It beconies
ingrained in a mnan. It is particularly dangerous because it is
the overdevelopnient of a good quality-it is inordinate self-love.
Self-love is a quality which enables us to respect ourselves, and
as a consequenee to commxand the respect of others; but Nvhen
self-love becomes so great that -we find. ourselves wrapped up in
sehexues for our own advancement at the expense of others, this
is selfishuness. lIt not only injures man by weakening ii norally
but it injures his neiglibor, -vlîo is deprived of something by his
selfisliness. lIt -weah-ens the moral fibre; it la the source of innui-
erable other vices; it awakens greed, avarice, cunning; it mnes
its -victini unscrupulous.

This is bow it laid lild of Cassius. It becaxue an obsession
with, him. lIn ail t1hings Ibis first thouglit wvas, "O f -what advant-
age is it to me and if of advantage how cam 1 acquire it?" Front

Ibis selfishucass, Iiis jealousy i!s developed. H3e flot ouiy wants ail,
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