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tion. The revival of learning by which it was pre-
ceded stirred the minds of mien as they had not
roused for centurics, The doctrines of grace, ob-
scured by the impositions afd superstitions fostered
by the Church of Rome in her spiritual drcadence,
were brought into special prominence by all the
leading refovmers. It was the application of these
vital truths under the ministration of the Iloly
Spirit that produced the spiritual awakening. Pro-
fessor (rodct shows that it was precisely by the pre-
sentation of these cssential verities that the great
religious awakening that sprcad over portions of
Europe in the beginning of the present century was
brought about.

It was, he says, a living faith in the divine facts revealed
n the Gospels ; the eternal plan of salvation ; the gift of His
only begotten Son made by the Father to the world ; His
death freely undergone for the remission of sins ; justification
by faith freely granted ; sanctification of believers through
the Holy Spirit ; the coming of Christ, when He will mike
believers partakers of His glory by a resurrection similar in
kind to His own.

It will be remembered that Professor W. G.
Blaikie, in his recent address to the IFree Church
General Assembly, commented on the fact that the
religious fervour in which that Church took its risc
half a century ago had greatly abated. The Church
of to day is more noted for the extent and energy of
it. outward activity than for the strength and lofti-
ness of its devotion. There need be no relaxatio
of Christian work, but there is a manifest need of
higher planc of devotional life, Energy will not
long continue if therc is a lessening of spiritual
vitality.  Dr. Golet, in estimating the tendencies of
the time, sces symptoms of possible trials in store
for the Church. e says:—

I will not express the dread of coming persecutions,
although there is no lack of forerunaning signs that such mught
occur. 1f the materialist tendency spreads more and more, if
the claims of socialism grow harsher, the Church, which
stands 1n the.way of the dangerous exaggerations of this ten-
dency —the Church will have to bear the brunt of its most
violent attacks. However, persecution is not the most dan-
gerous enemy of the Church ; it may cven happen that parse-
cution becomes a quickening agent. Christianity’s greatest
penl grows out of 1ts own bosom ; this danger consists in the
stow and gradual neglect of the faith in the tacts which have
~aused its birth and sustained it—that faith which. after pen-
ads of depression, produces sudden revivals ui religion, such
as the Reformation or the revival ‘at the beginning of this
century,

. “distinguished Swiss professor holds that it is
the f st duty of the Christian ministry * to make the
ligh., which Christ Ilimself has lit,to shine.” There
are three points to which he directs attention and on
which he maintains that ministers must give solid
teaching and scrious warning to their flocks. The
first is authority in religious matters—an authority
to which the Church of Christ must forever remain
cubmissive, The scat of this authority is not in any
human organization, not in a self styled infallible
Pontiff. It is, says Dr. Godet, “ the salvation of Gud,
divinely accomplished in the person of Jesus, and
revealed divinely by the testimony of the apostles,”
that is authority in the Church, Th- second point
which an evangelical ministry must insist on is the
divinity of Jesus Christ. The humarity of Jesus is
not to be overlooked, but its presentation must not
obscure the divinity of the God-man. And the last
point that must receive prominence in Christian
teaching is the expiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
Men’s minds have sometimes been bewildered by
subtle theological speculations on these great truths,
but the facts themselves should ever have a promin-
ent place in the ministration of the Gospel. Itis
shown that these great truths alone have the power
to elevate humanity. A Gospel of mere humanitar-
ianism can only in the long run be a beautiful but
vanishing vision. The closing words of Professor
Godet's paper are these :—

. The truth which 1t 1s our duty to preach is not our truth,
itis God's truth ; we owe it to the Church, and we owe 1t to
her unsullied. For neither does the Church belong to us—it
isthe Church of Him who is not only its Founder, its Model,
us Teacher, but who is its Chief— namely, its Head ; 2 glori-
fied Head, who, without ceasing, imparts divine life to the
body and to its limbs. Let us therefore remain in Him, let
us live in Him, work in Him. Such is our highest duty
toward the Church and toward ourselyes.

BE COURTEOUS.

A LIVING Christianity influences the entire na-

ture of the individual. Primarily it concerns
itself with securing for a man his right relation to
God. The soul is brought into harmony with the
divine will. The seeds ot immortal truth are sown
in the heart, and they proceed to grow. They
blossom into moral and spiritual beauty, and as
time advances. the goodly tree of God’s own plant-
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ing bears its proper fruit. The tree has many
branches, and each in due season has its own clus-
ters. The believer is said to be rooted and ground-
ed in love, The expansion of this love is twofeld.
It grows in depth and fervour, it becomes morc
complete as it expands. The affections of the soul
go out more and more steadily toward God the
eternal Father, whose infinite love has manifected
itself in the gift of cternal life, toward the Llder
Brother, the God-man who diced for our offences
and was raised again for our justification. Then
the affection of the regencrated nature simultaneous-
ly goes out to our fellow-men. Thus it is that
there is a disposition to be considerate of the feel-
“1gs of others. As the love of Gad deepens in the
heart, human affections become purer and more ex-
alted. The love of those ncarest and dearest is
raised from a passion to a principle, and it is the
aim of the Christian heart to rise to the lofty idecal
the great Teacher has set before us, to love our
neighbours as ourselves, and to make our affections
world-wide, for Christ’s sake. We may come very
far short of this exalted idecal, but there is a mani-
fest progress toward it. What is the true impulse
helping in the expansion of the missionary zeal and
activity of the Church at the present time? s it
not that we afe beginning t> realize more fully than
aver the brotherhood of man, irrespective of geo-
graphical or racial limitatirns? Is not the love of
God filling the hearts o iis people, so that not
only in a spirit of obedience to His command, but
moved by the spirit of love, .it is their desire to ex-
tend the blessings of salvation because they love
their fellow-men ?

Wher. this primary affection of the regenerated
nature exerts its force, the minor virtues that flow
from it cannot be altogether wanting,

The Apostle Peter urges on Christians the duty
of being courteous. A\ selfish nature is not consid-
crate of the claims and feelings of others. A sel-
fish man seems under the impression that he is the
centre around which all others should revolve, L I1is
own interests and wishes are paramount. What-
ever coonflicts with these has to be vver-ridden and
put aside. No one needs to be told how much mis-
ery and unhappiness result from the sway of sel-
fishness in the home, in the Church and in society.
The finest feetings of the heart are trampled be-
neath the gread of the sclfish. They may be so
constituted that they are unconscious of the suffer-
ing they needlessly inflict on natures whose sensi-
tiveness is much keener than their own. An indi-
vidual may experience the power of God’s grace in
his heart, and for a time he may remain a stranger
to those feelings that prompt to gentleness of dis-
position. He cannot, however, remain hard and un-
sympathetic. To do so would be an evidence that
his character had not been fully influenced by the
puwer of Christianity. Every onc can see within the
circle of his own acquaintance persons of strong in-
dividuality of character who have overcome the
selfish and inconsiderate spirit they formerly took no
pains to restrain. Gentleness of spirit, courteous
treatment of all with whom we come into contact, is
not a weakness, as some are too ready to suppose.
It is pre-eminently one of the graces of a truly
Christian character. 1n reality the weakness is the
other way.

A man strong in principle and conscious of up-
right motives can afford to be generous and for-
bearing with the forward, as well as considerate of
the sensibilities of the weak, the timid and the err-
ing. Christian men of strong personality have been
met with who carried their peculiarities to the verge
of rudeness, and everybody considered their beha-
viour as a weakness they would have been much
better without. They themselves might have had
misgivings and have felt the need of amendment in
this particular. Gruff Christians have been com-
mon in the past, and the race is not yet wholly ex-
tinct.  Charitably-inclined persons are prone to
apologize for them by describing thef as rough dia-
monds, but, valuable as the diamond.is, it is only
when.it is polished that its lustre is scen and its
value appreciated.

True courtesy is not an external veneer that can
be disfigured when it rubs against the world’s rude-
ness. It cannot be impagted by the teacher of
deportment. Its rcal source is the heart in which
the love and grace of God dwells. The man whose
manners are the result of actificial polish may in
reality be an accomplished villain. The delicate
refinement of a nature touched to true nobility by
the indwelling of the Divine Spirit is based on the
principles of vital Godliness. Itis for this reason,
and appealing to the highest motives, that the
apostle exhorts Christians‘to be courteous.
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léoohs and Magasines.

HARvER'S VoUNG ProPLE.  (New York :  Harpor & Brothers.)
—Fine in appearance, carefully conducted, and of great abiluy tlns
weekly illustrated magazine for young penple 1s worthy of the fullest
confidence and support.

ST, Nicuoras (New Yotk: The Century Co.)—The July
number of §¢ Niuhola: is one of great and sustained excellence,
The contents are varied, entertajning and wnstructive. Stones, poems
and papess fram the pens of the uest American wiiters of the period
are to be found in its pages.

Harver's MagaziNe. (New York: Harper & Brothers.)—
Historical events form the subjects of treatment in the frontispiece
and the opening paper in July Harper's. The initial picture is
* Reading the Declaration before Washington's Army. New York,
July 9, 1776,” and the paper by Charles D. Dashler is ** IHow the
Declaration was teceived in the Old Thir twen.” ¢ Marlowe,’ 1s the
subj=ct of a paper in the series on the Early English Dramatists by
the late James Russell Lowell. Andrew Langis the Shakespearean
commentator on ** Alt's Well that Eods Well," and the illustrations
ate vety fine. ** The Growth of the Federal Power " is sketched by
Henty Loomis Nelson Poultney Bipelow, who was expelled from
Russia, writes on ¢* The Czar’s Westera Frontier.” The interesting
series ** From the Black Forest to the Black Sea,” is continued.
Brander Matthews replies to English criticisms in a paper titled ** As
to ¢ American Spelling’ " ** Ancient Gold-Work,” *¢ The Capture of
Wild Elephants in Mysore ” and other papers will interest numerous
feaders, *‘Jane Ficld " and ** The World of Chance * are advanced
in tive present number, while severa: excellent short stones and good
poems complete its contents.

Tug Cenrory. (New York: The Century Co.)—Art receives
epecial prominence in the Cenfuury. The July number gives as Ieon-
tispiece ¢ Daubigny in His Stuly * and an apprecia.ive paper on the
great French artist by Robert . Wickenden. LEmilio Castelar con-
tinues his papers on Columbus ; this month the chapter is on ** Win-
ning the Favour of Ferdinand and Isabella.” The fine series of papers
on the Nature and Elements of Poetry, by I2dmund Clarence Stedman,
is continued, the subject this month being ** Beauty.” ** The Great
American Safety Valve ™ 1s clearly and foraibly wrtten and there is
an editorial of great strength on a vaial question in politics, though not
written from a party stand-point, ** Responsibility for Political Cor-
tuption.” Other attractive papers are to be found such as ** Archi-
tecture at the World's Columbian Fxposition,” ¢ The Finding of the
Tomb of Aristotle,” by Charles Waldstcin, ** Negus Negusti, and
the Abyssinians,” by Fredcue Villiers, ¢* I'humb Nail Sketches,” and
**What the Government s dong for the rarmer.” In fiction we
have the cunclusion of Div 5, Weir Mitchel's adnurably wrnitten
** Chatactenistics * and the powerful Kipung-Balesuer story ** The
Naulahka ** and the second past of ** 1he Chaletane of La Trmte."
Poetry is plentiful and y100d, the Canadian representative this month
being Charles G. D. Roberts.

THE TRRASURY OF RELIGIOUS 1HOUGHI FOR PASTOR AND
Prorte (New York : E. B. Treat) is on our table for July. Among
the more directly homitetical maftnzines this 1s unsuspassed ; and
every number is of unusual excellence. The presentis a upiyue num.
ber, baving as its frontispicce Rev. C. S, Walker, Ph D., the chap-
lain of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, a view of which is
gwen. llissermon is on ' The Daty of the Hour,” and is devoted
principally to demonstrating the importance of young men giving more
attentivn to farming.  An importunt statsucal table 1s furnished by
Col. J. B. Finlay on ** The Three Leading I’roducts of the United
States,” with views of the agucultural and horticultural buitdings 1n
the Columbiar: Fxposiiion There are excellent fuli setmons by Ds.
Bolton on “* The Luminaries of Ileaven,” and by Rev. A. J. Douglas
on ‘‘God-Appointed Pastors ”  The Leading Thoughts of several ex-
cellent sermons ase given. A paper of great moment, by Professor R,
Watts, on ** The International Theological Library,” should be care-
fully read; also a critical comment, by Dr. D. J. Steele, on * The
Writer of the 110th Psalm.” Dr. Cuyler's pen picture of Dr. W M,
Puoshoa is worthy of special notice ; so, also, is Priocipal Brown's
anticle on ** The Sceptical Restlessness of Modern Crticism.” and
the ** Church’s Fatal Blunder,” by Vrofessor L. A. Gotwald Thete
are also exceedingly cxcellent articles helptul for The Hour of Prayer,
or Pastoral Work, for Family Life and for Christian “dification,
There is a capital letter from Tarsus, by Rev. 11. S. Jenanyan, and
*¢ Light from the Orient on Phylacteries™ and a ** Syrian Marriage,”
with many gems in other departmen:s. The editorials are short,
pointed aod timely.

THe ATLANTIC MONTHLY. (Boston : Houghton, Mifllin &
Co.)—*‘In a Japanese Garden™ is the title of a really delightful
paper by Lafeadio Hearn, which appears in the Atlantic Monthly
for July. The first paper in the magezige, by Eben Greenough
Scott, is devoted to General McClellan, and. is an impartial account
of the part which he played during the war, and a summing up of
his personal characteristics, and «ite reasons for his successes and his
failures. Mr. Edward G. Mason contribetes a very interesting paper
on Chicago, in which he gives the reason for the push and energy
which we associate with that city. Mr. Crawford’s * Don Orsino *' is
continued, and Mr. Merwin, whose horse papers have been for some
time past an occasional feature of 7%e Atlantic, bas an article on
*¢ Arabian Horses.” Mr. Gamaliel Bradford, Tr., hay a bright essay
on * The American Idealist,” and two papers of marked’ literary
weight are * Looking toward Salamis,” by William Cranston Law-
ton, and Miss Vida D. Scudder’s ** The Prometheus Unbound of
Shelley.” “ A Florentine Episode,” an amusing stoty of sn un-
conveotional young woman, who devoted her sma!l patrimony to the
study of an ait in Florence, is written by Ellen Olney- Kitk. A
paper which is of particular value on account of the writer’s intimate
knowledge of his subject is Theodore Roosevelt’s ¢ Political Assess-
ments in the Coming Campaign.” The usual reviews of new books
follow. We reserve for patticular mention what -will probably be
found the most striking thing in the number, and one which will be
very widely spoken of, namely, Mr. Thomas Bailey Aldrich's poem
** Unguarded Gates,” as cloquent warning 2zainst the openiog of
the land to the ** wild motley throng " of men alien to the spirit of
American institutions:



