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F !INDAMIENTAT quesctions inti.- science of
governimcnt arc recceiving a gooci deal of at-

tention just now. Here is one that will stand dis-
cussion: If a member of Parliament buy-r his con-
stitucncy. bas he flot a righit to csdi it 1 0f course
ho shouid flot buy it, but if the people tempt him to
d>o so and take the money, bas be flot a right to rc-
coup himself ? If the people sell their representation,
sometimes at a very high figure, why should flot the
purchiaser bc allowcd to seli again ?

T HE rrsbytrian Churcli ;n Canada bas prob-
ably as much to bc grateful for as any Church

under the surf. Wc have no hecsy trials, and that cer-
taialy i.ssonaething tobe tlankful for. We have plenty
of workc and that should atvaken gratitude. Ail things
considered the Church is growing fairly weli, and in-
stead of belittling the îvork that is bcing donc we
should thank God and take courage. In the ser-
vices of Thanksgiving Day wc should remcmber
ecclesiastical as wveil as personal, famiiy and national
blessings. The man who does not do so can scarceiy
bc called a loyal Presbyterian.

MR BALFOUR, tle new leader of the British
Hotise of Comsa.o>ns, is a gentleman of high

scolrship a.îd viried a-tainiments. Not long ago
lhe said that th Uic 1' tva to get that hîgbly desir-
able thing callec' cuiture is

To wander easUv rthrough bookcs, reading what you Jlce, and
flot taking too much pains about Vour Greek accents and
irregular verbs.
Mr. Balfour differs from the learned specialist wvho
regretted on his death-bed that he had flot given al
bis time to the Dative Case. Most of us would like
to believe trn Balfours theory. Wandering ea3ily
through good books is a delightfül vay to get a 11.
oral education.

MRS. ELIZABETH STUART PHELPSMWARD, in a prefatory note ta, the memoir
of lier father, says :

The e;r"!rof this memorial basant thought t n ecessary to
call attention to ceccts ia the character which she bas sought
to pourtray. Wha:ever such cz;ted it bas not seemned to ber
the duty of a daughter in seek jbemt ; nui --- it in the power of
bis daughter fi recall themn.
it is flot at all necessary for t' friends of Dr. Phelps
to point out bis faults. That pleasant duty may be
safely ieft to bis rivais, or his enemies, if suc.h a
worthy man could have enemies. In fa.t It ib,
rarely, if ever, necessary in these days fur the friends
of a minister to point out bis faults even when ho is
living. His enemies can always be trusted to do
that ia the newspapers.

DISCL'SSING the Briggs case the other day a
Dmember of the New York Presbytery said

that <ecclesiastical trial br!ngs ecclesiastical trouble."
Neatly put, no doubt, ou;thei blame for the trouble
is too often placed on the wrong shoulders. Ahab
accused Elijah of troubling Israei. The prophet
promptly repelled the accusation, and !ito%-ed that

£the king himself was the truubler. Any number of
people and several religious journals from ivhich
better things might be expected accused the Newv
York Presbytery of niaking trouble when it cailed
Professor Briggs to account. It %vas flot the Pres-
bytery that made the trouble, it was Professor
Briggs himself. The men who try to scuttie the
ship are the troubers-not the men v:ho try ta stop
the leak If fighting for bound doctrine is making

-trouble then Martin Luther was a vioient troubler.
su as Jo)hn Kaox atit: avut.sf other men wiiose

names v1 neyer die unieb. and until the name of
the Lord Jebus Christ dieb. t is quite truc that
heresy triais Ln our day do a vast arnount of mis-
chief. It is painfully truc that they leave ugly
scars. It may bc sorrowfully admitted that the
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ordained servants of God neyer appear ta sucli poor
advantage as when thcy arc rangcd on cach side
of a heresy triai, but let the blame for ail theso bail
resuits bc laid on the shoulders of the man who
compels bis brcthren to, try him.

IN charging a grand jr the other day Mr. jus-
tc aa nmade the foliowing timety and

pertinenit observ.ition
If the people of the country wanîta be honestly aad well

goveraed they must start at the polis. The ballot mis given
in the people and for the people ia order that thel, mîght
bave honcst reprcscntatives in Parliament.
That iq exactly thc doctrine TuE CANADA PRrls.
1%VTPi4'.; bas bren trying to inculcate four iscoi
trne Clinsing the offenders %who bappen to have
been caught is wvcl enùugh, but it is like trying to
purify the blood by lancing a boil. The boodling
operations at Ottawa and Qtîebec are mere symp.
toms of a discase that is preying on thte body poli.
tic. The treatment, to bc of any value, must begin
at the poils. If the people watt honest govcrnment
they cati have it, if they don't thcy can casily have
the other kind. The Pacauds and McGrcovys; arc
jtast as good as the people wbo send them to Par.
liament.

PRESBYTERIES should tackle tbe SummcrPSessions probiem with a good hecart. The
dîfficuity is ane highiy credible to the Church. If
our Home Mission work, werc pooriy donc there
would flot hc so many fields. Each vacancy calling
for suppiy is a certificate of character to the Home
Mission Committee. If aur theological student-s
ivere flot good workers in the home field there wouid
flot be su much dcmand for thear services in vanter
or any other time. he probiem is anc of distribu-
tion purely. Thre arc cnough of men ta do the
îvork, but they are flot on the ground ail the tirne.
Is there flot statesmaraship enough in the Church to
solve this problem ? here is our Chainters ?
Where is the kind of minister they cail in the Old
Counitry an ecciesiastical statesman ? There is
ample îvork foi that gentleman in this young Church.
We didn't sav " great Church." That phrase is flot
su muc!h worked nowv as it once ivas.

T 'HE prospects for a riolîtical clearing up irn. Q ucbcc are flot particu!ariy brîght if we mav
judgc fromn the foilotving description of the people,
recently given by the Ofontreal WiMues.rs

S Thete ss no evidence that the people of tbe province have
shown the very sa.aliest compunction for what their rulers are
accused of having donc1 or tbat a single vote would change
sides if there was an election to nîorrow. A sbrug of the
priest's shoulder, or the failure of an clection fand, or a
promise of a %wharf or bridge would alter more votes than a
Baie des Chaleurs deal in cvery county. Iust let eitber party
threaten to make the people pay tbe cost of their own Govern-
ment instcad cf raisîng it by Jeans. and squeezing it oiut of
Montreai and the other provinces, and sec what a victory it
would give toalis opponent. Such is the political, moy-ity
cf otir people that Mr. Mercier, guilty or innocent, if he can
only hold himseiltngether. is as secure on bis tbrone as ever
he was in bis lite.
AUl of wvhich being true, for the Witn.s knows its
nwn province weil, the labours of the Commission
it is ta Lz Irfpared wvili flot bring abou<t any perman-
ent reform. Theî. f- not much hope for an eiector-
ate that cana bc mçved by t shrug of a priest's
shoulders, or the failute of an election àund. or the
promise of a whbarf or bridge. A nian who barters
bis ballot for a bridge is scarcely fit ta take part in
the gavertiment ai hiq country. Had the people
been taughrta build their own roads and bridges
the Province would bc in a better position to-day.

T~V Nin the self.governed Presbytcrian ChurchEZ.the niost cruel things are sometimes dune in
connection with ecciesiastical triis. The late Dr.
Noyes of Evanstown deiended Professor Swing ina
the famou% heresv trial in Chicago twenty years ago.
Tf we rigbtly remember lie wvas appoiftted by the
Presbytery ta that duty. If flot appointcd lhe was
recognized by the Presbyter and given every
opportunity ta 611l a position created by the consti-
tution af the Presbyter-an Church-that ai counsel
for an accused brother. The Interior bas just
brought ta light the fact that scion aiter the trial Dr.
Noyes wvas reiused a secretaryshin on the Horne
Mission Board because lhe defer.ded Professor
Swing. Could anything be more cruel ? 'es ûne
thing moire cruel wvas done the ether day. Tto
members nf the New York Presbytery vwere
appointed ta prosecute Dr. Briggs. The moment
tliey began their work they were put tander a galling
fire, and as respectable a paper as the Ne-,v York
Evangediistinered at theni as unknown members,

ýNovisnga tb, 89.

tricd ini the most offensive way ta helittlf tiaern.
and actualiy ent s0 far as to publish the ctintt.
butions of their congregatians ta the schemcs af the
Cburch, in order ta show that thecir congrcgationl
were not as wvealthy' and important as the congreza-
tions of the nmen who wvere standing hy Dr. Rrisrgs.
And yet these mombca-s wore mecy doing 'vhat
the Presbytery appointcd thcm ta do. It may iveil
bc questioncd if the horesy taught by Dr. Bi~
and prcachcd by Professer Swing did ns much havnm
as tho scars icit in the c.'Trts made ta trv thi-m
Nor is it mnuch if any botter in Scotland. The-
violence af the language too oten used by the
orthodox wing and the egotistie impertinence oi the
youthfui cierics who sncor at the McCaskills and
the Higbland Brigade and pose as higher criticq
and thc 'Ifriends of Dods " do prohabiy more ha-rm
than ail the alleged heresy af the Dads schnnt
The world knows, little about and cares less f<,
the Iligbcr Oriticism, but it bas a keen oye for the
sins of clergymen.

THlE DRIGGS CASE.

T RIALS for horesy arecflot ina accord witli pop.
ular sympathies. The individual against

whom a charge of erroneous tcaching Is broughit is
certain ta rceive a large measure oi undiscriminat.
ing favour. Those who arc placcd in the position
af prosecutors are usually regardcd an the ligbt of
persecutors. Tbcy are at once accused of herciv
hunting and held up ta public ridicule. This iç
evidcntly uniair. Even admitting that ane who
professes ta have made important discoverios in rcli.
giaus truth i.i hable ta misrepresontatian and apt ta
bc ffisjudged, admîtting aiso that unworthy jeai-
oueies may ho mînglcd with the desaro ta niraintaîni
and defend received truth, it lias ta hc rcmemhored
that memb.rs ai Presbytery are under solemn obliga-
tion ta uphold the truth contained ina I-oly Scrip.
turc as it is formuiatcd in the acknowledged stand-
ards ai the Church. The presumptioa is that Pres.
byters will not make a keen, inquisition for beresy
ira these days unless they are constrained ta do su.
Great' latitude of statement is allow--d thoso who
orofess ta have reccived new lIght in matters ai
doctrine. It is only wvhen praminence is given ta
opinions at variance with the recognized tcacbing
ai the Church that ; ctian is taken. There is fia dis-
position ta scarch f)r unsouncl doctrine, and tvhen
it is believed that it is being taughit ina prominent
places, as in theological seminaries, many would
feel tbat they were unfaithfui ta their trust if they
permittcd such departures frvm orthodoxy ta pass
unnoticed. It isalso ta bc borne in mind that many
tvho pranounce on the questions at issue arc flot
alvays campotent for the task ai condemraing or
acquitting an alleged heretic. The suhjects under
discussion are generally af an abstruse character, andl
require a sornewbat intimate knotoledge ai the na-
ture and Iiistory ai doctrine. Those wbo decide off-
band on the mnerits ai a heresy trial are flot aiways
in the best position ta pronounce a positive judg-
ment.

It has ta bc remernbered that in the case of
Proiessor Briggs ai Union Theological Seminary,
New York, that the now famous inaugural delivered
from the newvly appointed Chair af Bîblical Thea-
logy produced a wide-spread cwnmotion. It occa-
siancd much misgiving and alarm. A large num-
ber ai Preshyteries in the Northern Church felt it ta
bech' duty to urge that action should be taken.
His own Prebytery took up the case and deliber
ated wbether tbey waud proceed ta trial. It wvab
decided tbat an investigation shuu!a hbe held, and
charges and specification.i were formulated 8c!ating
ta certain statements made in the inaugural. Tbe
matter %vas also before the Generai Assembiy,
though in a différent connectian. The question
they liad ta decide %vas whether they wvould sanction
the appointment ai Dr. Briggs ta the new Chair in
Union Semninary. By ar. overwhclminÉ, majoriry
they declined ta approve ai the appoiratment. A
cammittee of Assembly was appainted ta confer
with the directors of the Seminary. Thest respec-
tive bodies have net ira conference, but the dîrectors
bave resolved ta starî.:5 by Dr. Briggs, and there for
the prescrit the matter rests sa far as they are con-
cerned.

The Presbytery ai New York met last weck for
the purpose of trying Dr. Briggs on the charge.,
specified, and, contrary ta tgeneral expectatian, the
case was speedi'&y ended foi the preseni. at Ieatt.
Dr. Briggs made a rnost elaborate and able defence,
and whether àt was owing ta the keen logic ai the
Iearned praie.ssor or to other influences that do flot
appear on the surface, t.he prosecutiat was virtuatly
abarîdoned by a1'arge majority ai the Presbytery.


