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.1 TALE Ojç 711F HUGUENOTS Ob L.NGUEDOC.

Cfi AIPTE R VI1.

A CAME OF" SKII.L.

Il was neai the close ofra suminer day.in the year 1683.
In a sinail, but elegantly.fiîrnislied salon overlooking one of
the boulevards of the oic! city of La Rochielle, two gentlemen
sat at a gamuing.table. One of tlîem wore the black cap and
gown of a canîdidate fer ptiest's orders ; the other, the elabor-
ate attire of a l-rench courtier. The former %vas stili youing,
and lus featues lbad a boyisb comeliness, though expressive
of littie more than goocl living and gond temper. The cout.
enance of Ibis companion, though miarked by the fine fines of
fully twice as uany years, was Grecian in contour, and had
the soft colouring of a painting on ivary ; the impassiveness
also, for ater one biad wvatched it awhile, it seemied rather a
mask behlind wvhich the wearer concealed himself, than a part
of the nan's living personality. Only the eyes, keen, furi-
tive, black as niglit, scenied alive, and these gleamied with
secret triumph, as for the third ime that alternoton is delicate

jew1elled hand swvept thc conents of the pool toward is side
Of the table.

IPardon, niy young riend ; luck seenis te bc against yeni
to.day. But you shah bhave the apportunity to win it ail back.
It is the game, nut the stakes, that 1 care for. The game
amuses mie, and ta be aniused is te lve."

I-is disconmfitcd antaganist did not answer. He lad evid-
ently sonie suspicion of sbarp dealing, which bis native
politeness andi gond temiper prevented him from uittering.
Dubiously lie bac! begun to shufile the cards for a second deal,
wheîu the door of an inuer apartivient epened, and a young
man, wcaring time uniform of a Frencb officer, sauntered in.
His step, tbouglu martial tnrits gait, was Ianguid. He carried
is right arm in a sling, and a certain uanness was discern-

able through the bronze:d tint of is cbeck. Ie person be was
taIl and 1!raceful, with a distinguishied air. His e)>es were
dark and fui] of sunu)bering fire, but wore a listless menilan-
chohy expression. His bold, bandsonie features formed a
-striking contrast ta the feminine beauty of one of tbe faces
turned toward hint, and the pink and white freshress of tht
otber.

The youing abbe greetec iimi jovfully.
IAh, here cornes our handsonie Voung calirain. Take a

band at the game, monsieur, and assist me to my revenge upon
your kinsman. Ruinour says you are as invincible at the
gaîning-tabhe as on the baittlerteld."

The young offlicer bowced :ourteously.
I 1nust beg M. l'Abbe te excuse nie this afternoun," bc

said coldly.
The ncwly-ftedged graduate of tbe Sorbonne elevated bis

eyebrows interrogatively, and tben drapped them with a good-
hurnoureci Iaugh.

I sec. It is Sunday, and you are still a Huguenot.
Pardon ; 1 had no iclea 'M. le Captaine carried his religious
prejudices Sa far. But take tbe advice of a wehh.-vsher, mon-
sieur. Prejudices are uincomfortable thin.gs ; someimes they
are dangerous."

"Danger is bardly the cry witb wlicb te frgliten off a1
Frencb soldier," retorted the other with a curling hip. "'As
for the rest, MIN. l'Abbe, I have cot been 6ive years in the king's
service, and secu ail iv daimis ta distinction passed by bc-
caus: of îny crced, wvitlîout discoverng for myseif tbat the
fath o! mny fatbers is a costly beritage2l

IBack ta the aId grievancc, lHenri ? hat:ver parh you
take you always caine home on tbat."

It as thtelderly gentleman in the cotirt-dress who spoke.
His voice was like is face, ccl<l and passionless. He had
been regarding the yaueg man, froîn tbe moment of bis en-
tranCe, . ith quiet attention. Tbe abject of bis scruriny turned
upon him fierc.ly.

Il Can you dcny il, sir ? \ill my cousin undertake ta
say that if 1I had been o! is nîajesty's religion, mny ser-
vices ta :lhe State wotild bave rcmnained sa long unacknow-
leded i"I

'Certainly net :I predictzd as much ta your fatber years
ago ; 1 bave warned you repeatedly since. To remnain outside
tbe king's religion is ta remain beyond the pale o! royal
favour.",

Ilsit just? 15 it sttesmanlike?"
" A wise man will accammodate bimsehf ta the world as bc

flnds it ; a loyal subject will not caîl in question the justice of
is sovtreign."

Tht soldier laid is band upon bis sword.
I did r.ot mpugn tme justice of the king, and I will sufler

no man ta caîl in question my loyalty, not even yout, cousin
Claude. There are those about the king wbo take good care
ta keep himm n ignorance tbat they may regulatc public pat-

rongeta suit themselves. hI s a well.understood fact that
bis majesty is continually deccived, not only as ta the disposi-
tion cf bis Protestant suj.rts, but aIso as ta their suffering
under the cclicts"

'I fi i%3a!act less understood in Paris than in the pro-
vinces;» returned the courtier sarcastically. IlTake my
xdvice, my kinsman, and do flot hug the delusion cf the king's
ignorance tea !only ta your heart. There was one man,
who had the h;Lrdihood, or tht c-ourtge,-which you will,-
ta reprcsent td'his maîesty the value ta France of the heretic
vne.dressers and silk-wcavers. His remonstrances have
pethaps dont samething ta delay tht inevitable destruction,
but the result to hintself will hardly inspire orbers ta emulate
is example."

IVoit refcr ta aur noble kinsman, Minister Cobert?"
'I do. You knaw tht resuit. Ht is dead-worn out by

truitless endeavours ta prevent tht demnands of the royal ex-
chequerftram incrensing tht burdens oi the people-aud buried
by night ta escape tht fui-y of tht mob-unmaurned by bis
sovercign, and bitterly execrated by the people for wbom he
h.-tcsatcriiced himstlf. Smalh encouragement for is successar
ta fllew in is stepç,even were he se dispased. But M.
Louvois is casr ina différent mauld. There is littie lave lest,
it is said, betwecn himstif and the Widaw Scarron, butinaont
enterprise at least, you rnay be sure they will jain hands-tbe
extirpation cf heresy.zt

Tht check cf tht Huguenot flushed dark-ly, and is band
mcuved instinctively ta a snuali jewclled arnamnent suspended
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by a chain about bis thraat, and bearing the historic iegend
cf bis race-a cluster o! roses and pansies set in a circlet of
wheat-ears.

"lThere is a seed wlicb spritigs thme fitsttr the more it is
tramnpicd on," be said significanriy.

ThteIarisian shrugged bis shaulders.
IlCharming, as a figure of speech, miy cousin , bu worti)

nothing, ycu will find, when tlue royal'plauglishare as put ta
tht field. Even werc the kingbhimsehf lcss rcsolvtd upon tht
conversion cf is Huguenot subjects, tht wvidowv Scarran gains
ini influence evcry day, and tht darling desire of ber heart is
-tht revacation af the Edct af Nantes?'

"I n thar she will neyer succeed. T'lt king îs beuind ta
preserve aur liherties, bound by lis pliglitedl word."

M. Renan smiled.
IHave yau ittle more tluan the nainre cf bemin eft nowbe asked.

"Ny»as the qtick scarlet leapcd once more into the
swarthy cheek. "I mteant net ta anger you, Menri, anly ta
prove bew littît tht Huguenots ai France have ta hope for
from their king. Hear me a manient. Van have not the
religious attachinents cf yaur father, and rheology s net your
farte. For thetfew prayers yau wihl say tri the course of a
year, wby will net ane Cliurcb de you as weil as another ?

The afficer turned toward tht door.
11i1bave already forbidden that subject," lie said steinly.

1 may be a becatîmen, causin Claude: i will neyer bc a papist.
If 1 cannet reflect glory upon my !atbei's name, i1rvîll net
dishanaur it."

'SilIly boy. \au ivill talk lieroics wvbtîî1 amn deaing with
cemnuon sense. But it was tht c.rds after aIl, nom creeds,
that were under discussion. Caine, Hieiri, and take a biand
at tht gante, and let us hear noa more of these scrupies about
tht day, which seeni ta bave conte acrass yen suddenly since
we crosscd the Spanish border. If niy imntnory serves nie
right, you showcd littie besitation ast %iner in taking a si 't
at tht roulette-table, Sunday, or any othier d-ay. Your refusal,
tee, is a refiection an aur friend, tht abbe litre."

Tht good.-umoured young priest looked arouncl rom the
windew ta which he hiad discrerîyretired.

tgHaving satisfled my own conscience with n~ij irning's
devatiens, 1 am indfférent ta tht censure af anauher," be saicl,
siniling. "Captain La Roche is uander ne obigationus te remnain
for my sake."

Captain La Roche regarded hiîm fixedly, andi then, dis-
armed by tht dewnrigbt kindliness c! is glance, sinîlcd
also.

"lYaur amiability forces mie ta a confession, monsieur. It
is net sa much tht day, as a previeus engagememnt, thiat coin-
pels me ta decline your invitation. 1 arn ar your service any
uime this evenaing.

Ht turned once mare ta tht doar, but befome he tould iay
bis hand upon tht latcb, M. Rtenau asked quietly.

IlWhithtr norv, Henri ?"i
4tTa tht preachieg in the Huguenot temple." T'he young

mani turned and faced bis kinsman witlu a look tîat said plaunly-
"1am net te be laugbed eut o! it."

ThteIder tiîan threw up bis bands witlua wlimnsicah gesture
cf dismay.

"Yau wihl bc haraeguing a précdit je tht desert next.
Wbat new spell is an yen, mon anl?"

Il Tht spell that contraIs tht actions of mnst inen-a« pair
of handsome tyts, 1 f.incy," tht yeung aibbe interposed, wtb
a roguish twinklt in bis eye. *'Captaina La Roche bas
probably found out, as I have, tîat his lovely inanIarata
attends service in the Huguenot temiple every babbatt mfter-
faon."

Captain La Roche would evidently ha% e denie:d it if le
-ould, but there uas ne hiding the Il ight cf sudden Iaugb-
ter" that IIdimpled je bis swarthy cheek"»

49Veu appear ta be well acquainted witlu ber mnvereents,i". l'Abbe."
I use my eyts andi cars, as orirers da, NM. la Capitaine."
Tht soldier laughed merrily.
IlTben you are prabably also aware that I have ne trme

ta loe if 1 would net be latc for service. Cousin Renaut I set
you are reassured since you ied that tht spelî that craws i-e
is cf 'tht eartb, earthly.' Au rezw'ir, gentlemien 1 give you
god luck at your game"

Tht door closeti behinti bim, and the twa eft aane, Ioaked
al eacb othier and smiled.

IIs it the game ai- the stakes tbat nost inerests you nec',
monsieur?" inquired tht prîest.

"lTht gaine saille rhaugb tht stakes are certainly wcrth
playing for. It is teaniy interesi ta keep the landis cf Beau-
ment fret fram encumbrance, andtIom do tlis Henri must marry
wealtb. His father bas seriausly embarrassei bis praperty
by tht fines wbich lie bas incurredt trangh bis devotion ta
the Refarmeti Church, andi mademoiselle, as 1 understand,
will inherit large estates ar ber matriage."

IlSa madame has repeatcdhy whispercd ta Natalme andi
myself. She has cven gene sa far as to* intimate ta my sister
tbat MI. Lavai is likely ta make bis pretty youung ward bis
heir. But thar is under tht rase- Ht certainaly dotes upop
ber. But it is net clear ta my mind, monsieur, bcw this
geiden draft as ta be drawn nta tht net af the Chntch. Cap-
tain La Roche appears.dcvored te bis !aîith."

"As be wauld be ta a bard!y-presscd banner or a lasing
cause in a fight. It is tht reckless chivalry of youth, Louie,
net tht stubbarn fanaticism of bis father-a miîch liarder rhmng
ta flght, 1 assure you. Nà\y kinsnîan weuhd neyer consent to
tht marriage of lis son vwith a Catholic, -anti i cani but con-
grarulate !nyself that the fair Huguenot m-ho bas enslaveti aur
haitherto invincible seldier, is tnot one a! tht psalma-sinaging,
puritanicailind, but a giddy buttcnfly, cager ta wander fir
flower te floer, fer îvhern tht world and its pleasures bave
erudless attractions. Let me but plunge thet ton inte tht
whirl andi glitter of court lif; andi britng my cousin undcr
tht personai fascination cof the king, :and we will Aind
these hereditary sci-upits melt like wax in the ire. Hearns
can bc raken by srtratagemr, mien amni, that car. neyer be
storineti."

"T1hen vonr gaine is already assrTed, meonsitur. Tht
young captain gives every evidence af la grande 15a4sion."

*Ht is btwitched by a pair o! harante yes, un-
daubtedlv ; but it is on that paint 1 feel tiuast uneasiness.
LUt Henri discover teet sean thte:centiry of!hîs fair unknown
with tht berotbed of bis friend and aur scheme miscaries at
once.'

IlBot 1 understooti fromn madame, tht aunt, that tht bc-
trothai is flot a formai ont, only a family understan ding."1

" «Ail tht more binding on cne cf Henri's ternpcrment,
His honotir is bis religion. If htbc n%-s thz tnulh btfare bc
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is rboroughly ensîaveti, ur game îsup. Are youu sure madame
can be dependeti on?"l

"lMadame is je raptures ar tht prospect o! sncb a briliant
ahli ance for ber yoîmng kinswonran. She wilh hold btr tangue,
1 promrise yoo.

IlThmat is wehl. But baw about the aId nurse?ý Is suie stil
laid ip ? She would prove a sati iarplot.Just naw."

JShe stihl keeps ber raam, monsieur, anti is ikely
ta Ie su for some time, front ahI 1 can gather. It is niaï,,
d.umie's owmu maid rvha accompanies mademoiselle iin lier
valk s."

ilVery gaod once niaie. Naw let us have aur gamre."
There ivas silence wbile tht cards ivere dealt, andi then rIma

abbe glanceti up once mare.
', Yen appear ta have overlooketi one possibihity, mon-

sieur. Suppose tht .young lady bei-sel! proves unmanagt
abee.J?"

M. Renau coiîprtssed bis thin lips je a uay thiat was itot
illeasamut ta set."1

IlThe young lady bas nuuling ta do with it. She will marry
as lier eIders tlink best."

IlOn thtecarurary, monsieur ; there s sain t pejudice un
tht !amuîily agamnst a tinrriuj"r de conveenance. Madaie assures
ie that thtyoueg lady's inclination will be thuebar afier ahI

that will dced tht question."
lie it so. Is iiy cousin a mitin ikely ta woo unlîtard ?
But there mîay he a prev-'îs attacmîuemît. IMadame

acimits she liad nîuciî ado to coin!ort rte little denmois-
elle for ber separ.urmoe from tht Chuevaliers ait the first, andi
thuat ber faster-brQtber's ninae ivas on luer lips even ie ber
sleep."

"That ivas rive years ago and tlîey uere bath chiltiren.
Madanire lias dance lier wark Mi if tht girl hesitates betuveen
reignimug as the misrress o! Beaumnt or leading an obscure.
perîlous existece as tht wifé o! a Huguenoi pîysician. I
beleve mr was ta thar tht boy aspmred. Yon appear ta aver-
look, Louis, thar the proffer aofnry cousin's bandi is an bonaur
for whicb mademoiselle, in ber position, coulti net hart
icoket."

I do net, monsieur, and that ',rings me ta my last nis.
giving. Tht Sieur La Roche-bac' is he ikely ta regard the
match ? Will tht mysteriaus hints wbicb madianme doles eut
ta us o! tht young lady's geethe bîrth and lîiglu connections
satisfy lus aristecratic demiantis for bis only son ?"I

I wouid 1 were as sure et thte ut af mny nec' claak, mnon
altii. y kinsman, 1 happen ta knorv, is as wvell acquaieted
rith madtnioistlle's lineage as madame herself, andi a chance
word o! Henri's years ago berrayed ta mue tluat tht silence was
a mattr o! religiaus polcy. Mehin aur pretty lttle demois-
elle is once ueited te a Huguenot lîusbandable ta protect ber,
I faecy there iihhbe no longer any need for seerecy. But

evemi %vert it otherc'ise, 1 belmeve t would stuffice MN. La Roche
tluat the girl is tht foster child o! tht Chevaliers, wlom lie
seemns tu rhink have hati a patent o! nahility straigbt fi-au
beaven."

. ie abbe lifred bis eyebrows. I set you have rhiught ci(
everytIuinz, monsieur. Yanr position scemîs impregnable, andi
1 am your most obedient servant liîencefortiu."

Tbey resumeti their cards, and silence once more feli upomu
them.

le a beautiful gi-ove o! clins, about a quarter of a mile southu
east of tht aId ciry, staod tîme large stont structure ta uhicb
the Huguenots luia og been accustomed ta resort for public
worship.

For many years tht Protestants of France bad! enly been
suffered by their Catholic rulers ta ehect their temples ontside
the cerporate lirnits cf a tawn ; but n tht pieset instance,
the love and industry o! tht wrshipptrs hati dont mucb ta
soften tht disadvantagc. The chai-ch itsel! was buiît an tht
shapt a! a gentle bihl, cammaeding a ine view c! tht town and
a glimpse e! tht distant seat. Tht roand thither was paveti witb
stones, worn smooth by tht gaing and coming feet o! many
gemeratians, and bordereti an etrer sidt by stately chesteut
trees. Tht eciice, thaugh as scrupuheushy devamd o!oreameet
as the worship withîn, was, hîke it, not watlioît a grandt andi
simple beauty, and tht hoary lichens andt railmng vines witb
wbich ime bati maetled jr, softenedtlue asperity o! its rigid
cutlints. Tht service was just beginning, whtn Henri La
Roche, attr a hurrieti walk, ciaunteti tht steps, and the
starely aId beadle, wha stooti on thethtresbold holding the
panderous staff o! bis office, advanced, with as much haste
as bis digniry would permit, ta show tht young officer toaa
place. That ycung gentleman, however, intimateti by a ges-
trcn that he was net yer reatiy rè enter. His quick glance
had cauight sighr ef twe figures coming np the avenue; oceea!
tbem, a sender girl dresseti in simple viie, rirh ber bend
set dniuqtily on ber smalî threat, like a yeung queee's, andi.a
srep as light anti quick as a breeze when it pricks its way across
a sommer sta. His hea. began ta tremble likec a leaf. He
drerv back bastiiy jeta tht shadaiv of tht tetrance anti wated,
smiling ar bis own fally, yer unabie ta resist tht spell thar 'vas
an him. Two wceks before, chancing ta go out early anc
morning, andi turning a corner hastihy, he bati jastîcti against
a voaing girl caming firn tht opposite directionu. Tht cahis
ion sent tht basket of rases site h-atibeen carrying tunrbling
ta tht ground. Ht bati only time ta catch sight a! a small,
rosy mauth, pouied lîke a buti, as be stooped iun confu.çmon ta
gather thtm up. Ie a moment thev wei-e replaced in the
basket, anti tht basket in tht handi ourstretched ta recemut
jr-a pretty hand, whit as snerv and dimpieti like a child's.

« A thousanti pardons, mademoiselle."
"lA thousanti thanlcs, monsieur."
The ne\r moment she had passeti on ber way, follawed l'y

her chattening maid. But was jr accident or faite or same-
rhing sweerer still, that leit ont c! those cimsan roses lying
an tht stornes at bis feet ? Ht seatcheti it up anti 'ent home
witb bis brain ini a whinl. There art natures Ia wich love it
!rst sight is impassible, but bis was net ont o! tbem. Ht
iti flot t-y ta analyze bis feelings -introspection iras net nee

of bis characteristîts ; but ail that day those mer-y cyts leoketi
at him firn every bock anti picture. anti at nigbr faihowed himn
iruto bis dreains, and tirade bis blndutiingl#:. Otlrer eyes e
hati setn, brigbr anti sweet-eyes that hati gracinusiy smilef.
upon him anti weoed him shyiy, anti into wh:.ch behad thaught
it pleasant ta Iok for an boni-, but noe that bati ever
haunted bis solitude like these Eanly tht next merning bc
was out an the boulevard oce more, pacing slowly up anti
down, With a red rose fasteneni in bis coat. Ilis vigil was
sean revrardtd. Afar off he saw ber coming; bis heart alteady
singling ber out in tht crowti with a sense af passienate pro,
prietorship. 9 4


