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ANV ITA LIA N PRESBYTERIAN CICjUïL 4 .

The folowing is addressed by the Presbytary ai Italy ta
the British and American Protestants on the Continent ai
Europe. Thc information it communîcates AvI beh found
heîptul ta tourists in Europe:

DEAR BRETHREN,-The number af Englisb-speaking
Protestants on the Continent is large and steadily increasing,
and the supply ai religiaus ordinances on their bhahi bas
become a matter ai very seriaus importance. Vcry many ai
those who came abroad bave been accustomned ta Worship in
simple, non-liturgical ionms, and it is ta thcm especially that
this ltter is addressed.

A list of Presbyterian Churches on the Continent, in
which worship is coaducted in Englisb, is given. We regret
that their number is sa small, but thare îs good reason ta
hope that it wiil soon ha increased. One ai the great Amen-.
can Churches is prepared heartiiy ta co-aperate wîth the
British Churches in this important work. It recommends ta
members, when residing at any ai the stations mentioned,
ta, attend the religiaus services thare mnaintaîned, and it con-
templates the satting up ci rien stations where thty may be
requiu'd. Other Churches, n'a trust, will follow this gaod
example.

Among those wbo bave worsipped with us an the Conti-
nient are included flot a fan' esteemned braîbren wbo ara
flot Presbyterians, but connected with varnrus other Evan-
gelical Churchas. These bretbren, wbthar Brtish or Ameni-
can, are always nlost ivelcome, with whatever iorm ai Evan-
gelical Protestantism they may 4a connected. They bava
often greatly encauragcd us in aur work.

We daeply sympathize witb uose-and their numbar is
flot small-who came ahroad for the restaration ai shattered
healtb, as n'll as with those who are called ta wach over siç.k
relatives and friands. The pastars ai aur variaus churches
will ever esteem iti a sacrcd duty ta minister ta the afflicted,
as far as in them ults. They trustthat thay may, if possible,
ha communicated with before the arrivaI ai invalids at any ai
the stations, or, alal avents, as soon as possible ater their
arrivai.

Wa trust n'a do nat requira ta plead with those who ara
blesseli witb 'health that they ba regular in the use ai
the n aio graca, Itn addition ta, private d evotà ions, at-
tendance- on public ordinances is an cvery account desirable.
When n'arnçglcct the ordinancçfl of zçigioni spfitual"lifé is

isted in the Jewisb economy were nt once special and peculiar,
there cauld neyer ha the like foundatiçîn for tbemn in the
Christian ecanarny, and as the Gospel is ta ha preached ta
Ilcvery creature," tithes en the mere ground ai aquity, if noth-
ing mare, cauld neyer be ui1,ersai.

In the ordinary avocatians ofilife, ha it fariner, mecbanic,
Sor merchant, these classes devote mast af their privata con-

fabs or public conferences in discussing and devising boîv
best, hy plying tîeir own pawers, alike in ainm and effort they
niay push their business and thereby increasa thaîr 'incarne,
but in clerical coniabs and conferences how aften it is notably
the reverse, saeing that bath purposes and procaedings are
generally hon' hast, by paid agents, prînted appeals and
ex cathedra utterances and enactuiants, ta bring greater pres-
sure ta' bear upan the people rather than upon tlîemselves,
anc printed a.ppeal'winding up with, IlWe want yauîr maney,
flot your opinions." Migbt it flot be worth the experiment for
theni ta devote -nt ienst a Iltithe" aif the time devoted in
discussing systematic and effective giving in regard ta
athers, in discussing the hast modes ai systemnatic and
effective working in regard ta thamselves, not that the
people do taa nwîch, but-. The ganeral trend ai the
Churcb is retrograde, seeking, by enactmants and endow-
niants ta attain ta greter Popish power and priestly independ-
ecc, tbereby the better ta "lard it ovar God's beritage." But
with in in Perbetuo defender ai pricstly iaiallibility and a
clerical whip ta hring people ta time, the motta seems thus,
"Let us go on ta perfection."~

ROàIF, ISSION FUND.

MR. EDITOR,-Wil you permit mie ta remind congrega.
tions that théeHome Mission Commttee meets in Toronto on
the ast Tuesday ai Marcb, and that ail contributions for Home
Missions and Augmentation sbould be in' the hands ai Dr.
Reid flot later than the fth day ai Marcb.

Sa far the contributions sent ta the treasurer are flot suff'i-
cient ta meet the boans effectad last Octoher (and wvhich are
now coring due) ta pay the dlaims ai missions and augment-
cd cangregations due 30tW Septembar las ; fot ta, speaic ai
the dlaims for the present balf year, whicb wiil atone amount
ta $3Ç,000. Unîess, theretara, a very large sum carnes in ha-
fore the aboya date <Marcb 15), the Committea, in view ai the
large deficit, wiil be coînpelied ta retrench in its grants for
1889 and i 89o.

Ordained ministers and probatianers desiring appointments
in the North-West and British Columbia, or any other special
fields, should send ini their namnes at an early date ta the
Convener-

The trustees ai the Nishet Mernorial School at Prince AI-
bert have asked the Homne Mission Committee ta select a main-
ister, wbo shahi assist in teaching in the school, and also do
mission wôrk upon the Sabhath. Applications for this posi-
tion will also be received. Fuller particulars regarding the
duties required mnay be iearned tram Rev. Dr. jardine, Prince
Albert, N-W. T.

WILLIA-M COCIHRANE, con vener Il. A. C.
Brantlord, Feb. 25, zS9,
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THE CA THOLICITY 0F SCRIPTURE.

The Divine Commission is ta «"Go into ail the world and
preach the Gospel.ta every creature' The Gospel is God's
message of mercy to the race,and calls upon.imen everywhere
to repent. Its blessed design is to turn everyone of us from
is iniquities. And sînce ibis scherne of grace bas a universai

design, the Scriptures that proclaim it are suited by their
autbor, flot for one age, or race, or nation ; but for every age,
and for ail the nations of the earth. As freigbted witb the
bread and water of lite, Christianity is designed for ail the
world. Its invitations, its promises, the Saviour wbom it re-
veals are suited alike to ail thelsons and daughters of Adam's
race. Hence, ait its ordinances are simple, and as designed
for the world, tbey are suited ta tbe young, the aged, tbe
strong and the infirm. It ordains notbing wich may flot be
obscrved anywhere and at any time. Even baptism, which
somne in our day have made so cumbrous an ordinance, could
in New Testament times be observed anywbere without pre-
vîous notice or preparation ; in the open city by thousands,
by tbe traveller as be journeyed in the wilderness, in a private
bouse, or even at mdnight in prison, either in the frigid or
torrid zone. In short, its injunctions, its rites, its institutions
and doctrines are fitted ta nien in every clime, condition and
chat acter.

The teachings af the Scrptures are adapted to man in ail
the variety of his lite and experience, even as God bas adapted
the elements of nature to the saine end. As the sun in the
heavens is designed for ail the earth, and bulds up ail that is
distinctive ini each tbing that grows ; as.the same solar beam
is as suited to the oa'ak as ta the little moss., and paints the red
of the rose, the wite of tbe lily, the green of the grass ; -as
ail that wonder fui prodigality of nature is dependent upon and
deived Éram the sanie opulent source, so the Sun af
Rigýteousness bas, arisen as the light of the world ; the heal.

ngin his wings is ta heal ait ntanner .of sickncss, andail
inanneèr of diseast amrong thé peaple. _Wherever souls are

rHE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. ,

sure ta ha lowv and faeble. It is %vell knovn that the Lord's
Day is little regatded in Roman Catbolic'%auntries, and that
temptations ta nekIect it cantinually present thcmseîves. W'e
earnestly desire that aIl Pratcstants be strengthened against
such temptatians, and may observe the Day ai Rest as sacrcd-
ly as they would bave donc at borne.

There are ath--r evils specially prevaient on the Continent.
as, for example, the terrible vica ni gambling, whicb we hope
wvill not only be resolutely shunned, but discountenanced ta
the utmost.

We would bave aIl ta remember that the character and
conduct ai English-speaking Protestants cannet tail ta exert
on the Continent a powerful influence for good or cvii. The
Raforînad Churches ai the Continent are striving ta miaintain
auid extend the truth, flglting a very liard battie ngainst Po-
pery an tbe anc band, and infidelity on the other. Most car-
nestly do %va trust that Englisli-speaking Protestants will haart-
ily sympathize with theze brethren in their faiîhful labours,
and that the example always given will be a bclp, and not a
hindtance, ta the spread ai the pure Gospel ai Christ among
continental natioiàs. In naine ai the Presbyterofailtaiy.

J. àNuRRAV M ýITCiHELL, NCe.

JAMNiEs GORDNo GRAY, Ramie.
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thirsty the living ivater is satisfying, while the truc bread train
beaven will rclieve the bunger af eacb one that cornes ta feed
upon it, be lie black or white, civilized or savage, the mai in
purple or Lazarus lying at bis gate-let ail coine and take the
water of lite îrecly.

Christ as a Prince and Saviour is for sinful mari. " If 1 ha
lifted up I will drawv ail men to*tMe." God su lovcd the world
that hie gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on Hirn-small or great, philosopher or peasant-înay not
perishi, but have everlasting lite. The men trom the E&astern
or Western hemisphere, the little village niaiden, or the intel-
lectual giants af the Christian Chtîrch, a Newton or a pr
slave moîlier, can ail alike rest an Hirni vba is the Man Christ
jesus, and yet God over ail blessed farever.

Originally addressed ta the most exclusive, narroîv and
and bigoted of people, these wvritings bave neverthlcess a mar-
vellous adaptation ta ail peoples. The message af the Lord is
cosmopolitan, for it must go ta the ends of the eartb. It lias
corne forth tram its eastcrn home ta make disciples af ail
nations, and its inheritance in the future is a rcgenerated
world, for ail the earth must see the Salvation of our God.
Other so.called religiaus books have no such cbaracteristics.
The Hindoo scripturas are a mere literary curiosity ta the
learncd warld to.day ; the Koran is only an apocryphal book,
ai the Bible ; Confucius is wbolly Chinese ; Zoroaster neyer
made a convert outside ai Persia ; Socrates belangs ta Grecce.
Every other so-called revelation, or religiaus book, is local and
adapted ta anc people and one age af intellectual devclop-
ment-one type af character and style of tbougbit. Not one
of theni ail bas tbe elements ai caîlîolicity shedding its leaves
for the bealing ai th', nations. The Bible alone is the bool,
ai humanity, the reiiglon af the warld, for IlThe grace of God
that bringetb Salvation biath appeared ta ail men." Every
other prophet is poîverless autside oi bis aovn country, but
these writinigs iram the ftr east, partions aif vhich may have
crossed the wvorld-dividing waters ai the flood, are still tbe
subject ai tbe most learned study, and the source ai the eleva-
tion and spirituaiity ofthie Churcb ; teacbing the cbild bis
first ideas ai God, and furnishing the pillow ai infinite lave on
wbîch the head ai the dying saint lies, and grawvs confident
of final triumph tbrougb bis risen Redeerner. Man needs a
religion, for hie is a religiaus being, and bas worshipped in
every age ; but the religions ai Persia, Egypt, China, Greece,
India or Rame, can be the religion oftanly ane people, and
even that for a tirne ai transition. But the Christian Scriptures
touch the universal beart, and set before man in the person
af Jesus Christ, the only abject worthy of iian's love and obedi-
ence.

IlHis name shall endure tarever ; His naine shall be con-
tinued as long as the sun ; and men shall be blessed in Him ;
ail nations shaîl caîl Hirn blessed. Bîessed be the Lord God,
the Godaif Israel,wha only doeth wondrous tbings. And blcssed
be His gloriaus name torever ; and let the wvhole earth ha filied
îvith His gîory. Amen, and Amen." Psa. lxxii. 17-19.

The circurnstance ai the first publication of the Gospel ivas
a propbecy af its universal design, Proclaimed in tbe streets
ai jerusaleni, when thete wcre presenit, in addition te the
ordinary inhiihitants, Parthians and Medes, and Elarnites, and
the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea and Cappadocia
in Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt,.
. . strangers ai Rame, Jews and proselytas, Cretes and
Arabians, etc., as înotley a crowd as ever convencd ; and yet
the saving truths ai grace proclairned that day were suited
alike for ail. They each heard in their awn tangue the won.
derful works ai God. The Apostle bore it forth as a message
ta man wberever bie as ta be tound. Tbe sooth-.layers and
magîcians af Ephesus ; thbý proflîgates ai Corintb , the humble
wamen met for prayer by the river side; the proud philosophers,
ai Athens ; Dionysius, the learned judga, and Onesîmus,
tbe slave ; the jailor in Philppi, and Cornelius the cen-
turion, ail rejaiced ini the urgversai design of the Gospel,
and eacb anc icît its grace as much as if it bad helonged ta
bimself.

And sa it is stilliniiiour awn day praving itseif ta be the
power ofiGod ta salvation ta every anc that believeth, whetber
among the savages ofithe seas, ar wbere modemn enligbîenment
reaps ber richest barvest. The cultured Englishman and the
ignorant Hottentot ; the philosophers ai Ger.-nany. and the
degraded classes ai China ; Eurape's mightiest men ai letters,
and Africa's most sunken tribes ; the prime minister ai Eng-
land, and tbe wandering Arab are hlessed by the leaves thatý
fall<ram this tree of lue. The varied forms andînany ton *es of
the Bible suit it ta ail. Same are inspired by its paetry,
others are fed by its arguments and feast on its doctrines.
Many lave narrative and read with delight its biographical
sketches and historical statements ; others are nerved hy ius
moral niaximns, and instructed by tbe wisdom ai its proverhs.
Sanie admire its sweet hnme scenes, and patriarchal life, while
others are drawn *by the personal bistorical Christ-the perfect
man revealed in tbe Gospels. A Bible ail history, or ail
poetry, or ail doctrine, or ail proverbs or moral maxiiiis, miglit
have suited tac wants ai the few, and overlooked the necessities
ai the many. Sa the Author ai the Bible bas made it a harp
ai many strings, a- quiver aofxnany shaits, a book oi many
words, a testimony af niany witnesses, a feast ai many fat
tbings that each ane migbt bave biis portion. Its contents are
of such a nature that bath the paetic, and niost prasaic are
inspired by its revelations ofigrace and trutb.

(2-o bc condluded.)

THE. Free St George's congregation, Edinhurgb, bave re-
solved ta apply t.ithe Assembly for leave ta appoint a cal-
leage and successar taDr. Whyte. It bas been arranged that
hae is to giva up th Manse ta bis coilleaguè; that -cacb minister
reccive balf th e Sustentation Fund Dividend, including-the
surplus:; and.thatDr.. Wlvye receivea asuppIement of-$3,O

and is'ollague$2, 500.


