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then shut in by high walls of grey rock *you ernerge
amidst broken rocky heights and low sweliing his
backed by bold carped and high towering mountains.
The tunnels here are only second to those of Mount
Cenis in Europe.

About Khandalla the shrubbery is scant and dimin-
utive as to size, but green and ieafy. By the road-
side grows the Ilsiik-cotton " trce, from which is woven
the famous IlBrahminical cord." The tr.ee is ieafless,
but froni the points of its naked branches bang pods
which on bursting bang out tassels of pale yellow
silk, in shape and appearance very like a buge thistle-
blow which boys chase in the' fields in Canada; the
oniy différence being that these are larger, yellower,
and siikier in appearance. Arrived at Lanowli, en
route for the grove where my old friend the Fakhir
of Hurchoor City in the Nortb-wcst presides over a
temple devoted to Mahadeo, 1 was met by a noisy
rabble of young urchins all clamoring for Gospel leaf-
lets. Each declared he could read, etc. I had dis-
posed of rny stock the day before, ail but two 1 was
Iceepîng for the Fakhir. I told theni 1 had none, but
if thcy would be quiet I would read them a story.
Down tbey went flop in the road to listen, but I oh-
jected to the place and proposed going into the woods
to a nice, dlean, cool place. Chattering like mnagpies,
,running now before, now behind, laughing and asking
questions, they led me to a grand old mossy nook
away in the shade, flot a stone's throw froni the Tem-
ple. There I read to theni the story of the IlCbild
Jesus " of Bethlehemi. There were fourteen in ail,
some Hindus, some Marathi, some Mussulmans.
Presentiy a smartly-dressed young Marathi man took
up a position just outside the children's circie to listen.
1 was talking of the sin of worshipping idols and giv-
ing giory to them when God in Jesus had donc 50
inuch and we gave bim nothing and worse than no-
ithing, for we dîd flot give bum his own. Sbould a
ýboy's mother present bim witb a beautiful turban,
-sbould he go and make sâlâ.m to a tree in the garden,
-or the wooden bench on whicb arc your garrahs of
water ? You would thank your mother. "lOh! yes,"
they ail exclaimed. Then wby, when God gives you al
good and pleasant tbings, do you go and thank Mahadeo
Khrishna,etc.? Isthatright? "No," they alexclaimed.
The boys al beartiiy agrecd with me, but the young
Marathi man objected and began a very grand speech.
Before I bad time to say a word the boys turned on
him, and in five minutes had fairly put bum to rout.
His downfall and sudden burnility was laugbable.
Popular opinion was against bum. He determined te
go. I gave hini a leaflet and he walked away reading
it. I bad observed the Fakbir several times approach
the outer wall of his sanctuni, and now he signalled
me to approacb. I accordingly bade the boys IlGood-
afternoon " for the present, and promising each one a
leaflet ail to birnseif next time I came, dismissed theni.
Quietly and politely making Ilsàlàm " tbey ran off to
continue their sport, which was making swings of a
inagnificent creeper which had wound itselfilike a huge
~boa constrictor around and over a buge fig trec. The
Fakbir welcomed me with evident pleasure. 1 read
for him St. Paul's speech on Mars Hill and several
other portions of Scripture bearing on the sin of idol-
atry. He istened quietly, then said, "lHow sbould I
get mny living if 1 gave up this Temple? I cannot
work, and thougb it may be wrong to worship idols,
yet cverybody does it; it is the customi of tbis country."
Severai others now came forward, and after ascribing
divine honors to the Fakhir-kneeling and kissing his
fee-seated themsclves. My friend now became
restless-evidently be did not care to have his votaries
listen to me, se 1 began to sing a Ilbhadgen " or native
metre hymn in Hindi. 1 cxplained its meaning.
They all seerned well pleased. I always like to leave
these people in good humor if possible. I now re-
paired to the station to corne home by train, gave
away a number of English leafiets to the engine-driv-
ers, firemen, and haif-caste waiters (Lanowli is a re-
freshment station). ýAfter 1 wO.5 seated in the car
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like to ask, or speak first to an English lady. I was
correct..I-le proved to be no less a personage than the
Raja of Akaîkote, fromn neaf Poonab. His young
daugbter was married a week or two before I left home
te the Raja of Diwas at Indore, 50 We were soon ac-
quainted. He bas a bouse here and is up bull for a
change of air. His wife is visiting ber mother in
Poonab. He promised te corne and visit me at my
bouse to-day, but yestcrday he was summoned to
Mattaran, as Lord Lytton, the Viceroy, and the court
are there this season, but be expects te be back soon.

I have just got suck a goodietter from home. Imrust
send you an extract, se that you may rejoice witb us.
Mr. Douglas writes: "Our meeting to-night was ful
te the door. The Prince drove up witb al bis out-
riders just at the bour, and along with bum, in another
carriage,his private secretary,Judge of the Durbar, and
another gentleman whose name I did flot get. The
Zillar Judge was there as usual. They stood up book
in hand and sang witb us, and were very attentive the
wbole time. My subject was the 'Progress of Chris-
tianity amfong the nations.' Had a nice chat witb
thfern at the close of the meeting."

Oh, how glad and tbankfui I arn! May the Spirit
of our God be most abundantly poured eut upon these
dear waiting people! Pray for tbern. Pray ferventiy,
dear friends in the home land, and the biessing is sure.
With abounding love to ail mankind at the present
moment, and cspeciaily to Mrs. Harvie, I remnain,
very sincerely yours, M. FAIRWLiTHER.

PSALM AND HYMN TUNE BOOK.

MRt. EDITOR,-I arn glad to sec a discussion aris-
ing in your paper regarding a new Psalm and Hymn
Tune Book, te go aiong with the new Hynin Book to
be compiled for the use of our churches. I was rather
astonished te sec fromn the reports that no member of
the General Assembly in ail its discussions ever once
mentioned the necessity of such a tbing, and 1 spoke
of it to several in my neighborhood, remarking that if
tbey chose hymns out of the four books now in use a
precentor or choir migbt require the whole four books
te get tunes suitabie for the hynins to be found in tbe
one book. And 1 tbink " Precentor," in your issue of
the I 2tb uit., deserves our tbanks for so ably cailing
attention to the subject. I agree witb rnostly ail be
says in bis letter, and wili add a few thougbts cf my
own. I don't know if the committec on Hymnology
bas sufficient knowledge of music to enable thernite
select tunes for the bymns they rnay choose, but if
tbey bave flot that knowlcdge, and if tbey bave power
to add to their number (whicb I think they have, if
my rnemory is g9od enougb), they ought to caîl in the
assistance of say five or six of the best musicians in
the Church te assist thern in that part cf the work.
I don't tbink that tbey ougbt te wait until the byrnn
book us compiied, as the musical part of the *cornmitte
migbt work simultaneously with the others, and per-
baps make some useful suggestions. I consider that
there are a great many hymns that are perbaps flot of
very great menit in theniselves wbich if set te good
tunes are more apt te becorne popular and be more
useful in the worsbip of God than others cf mucb
greater menit wbicb havé net that advantage, provided
of course that tbey are sound and scriptural in tone,
and I tbink tbey could botb work together very ad-
vantageously in marking the expression and ciassify-
ing the psalms and bynins as suggested by " Precen-
tor.» But I think I would prefer the systeni of mark-
ing expression adopted in tbe Free Cburcb of Scotland
psalm and bynin book, namely, mark the passages te
be sung soft witb a P, very soft PP, loud F, very Ioud
FF, medium M, and cnes. C, as it admits of much
greater variety in expression, and 1 find frorni aving
used both styles that t is as easy te notice the one as
the other, wben one gets accustomed te theni. The
mark is piaced at the frginning of a passage and con-
tinued untul contradicted by another. And besides,
the musical part of the comrnittee could go on choos-

sort of tunes, such as "'Glencairn," "«Warburton,»
"«Huntingtower," etc., etc.; and endeavor to cuitivate
a taste for the grand old tunes of our forefathers, " St.
Paul's," "French," "York," "D unfermline," "Evan,"
"Tallus,» IlMartyrdom," etc.; and in the minor mode
"Coleshili," IlDundee,»' " WTasal,»" "St. Mary's," with

such noble tunes as "lEffingham," IlScarborough," and
the like. For grand and triumphant passages 1 would
flot have the collection too large. 1 think about io
C. M. tunes judiciously seiected, with say fifteen or
twenty each long and short metre, wouid be quite
sufficient with the necessary hyrnn music. I would
suggest also that a nuniber of chants be inserted for
the use of those congregations who may wish to use
them. For my part, I would like to sec chanting
much more common in our chuithes than it is. There
is very little doubtchanting was the method of prais-
ing God in vogue in th e time of Christ and the apos-
tics, and it is a method more worthy of being revived.
It is really the only way the Psalms can be sung with
proper expression, and with a perffct understanding
of what is bcing sung; and it would flot be a bad idea
to have some of the most popular psaims put into the
book (the prose version, I mean), marked for chanting,
after Curwen's system or somc other equally good. I
think there is nothing in music so grand as chanting
when it is weii donc. 0f course, the poctical ver-
sion of the Psalms can also be chantcd, and with
very good effect. 1 would also have a number of
Doxologies in the collection, words and music, so
that ail the people couid join in one grand burst of
praise before separating, in short, as Prof. McLaren
says in his letter, Ilmake the collection such as wifl
do the Church for one hundred years to corne." And
now a word or twvo on thc method of printing and get-
ting up the book. I approve very highly of " Precen-
tor's» recommendation to have cut leaves as in the
" Scottish Psalmody," and to have the whole bound
together, psalms, hymns, and mnusic, but 1 don't think
our congregations are weli enough educated in music
to adopt the short score in printing. The conven-
ience of the few organilts that require to play is hardly
worthy of consideration beside the great mass of thc
people, more especially when almost any organist can
play about as weil froni long score as from short; and
1 don't think Harnilton's notation would assist our
singers much in short score, as 1 suppose three-fourths
of them don't know anything of the Soi-fa system, and
aithough I know a littie of the Sol-fa method of read-
ing music, and believe that it is much the best and
easiest way for beginners to learn, I think there is
nothing like the old notation for ail purposes. Let us
have the book printed in the old style- a separate line
to each part-so that he that runneth may read.
Apologizing for the length of this letter, 1 arn, yours,
etc., _________CHORISTER.

THE HYMN BOOK COMMITTE.

MR. EDiToR,-In your last number a letter from
"Presbyter"» on IlCommitteeism,» among generai re-
marks contains a sentence persona] to myscf-"l Surely
it was a very uncailed for action, indeed a most grat-
uitous slight, to omit from the committee (on a hymn-
book) the name of Mr. Laing, etc."

Allow me then to assure my respected brother that
had he been present at the Assembly he would have
known that my name was not put on that committee
at my own earnest request; 1 was pressed to serve on
the committec. But there is work before it; and as it
was to be a small committee which could work with-
out unnecessary expense, I much preferred to sec
others far better acquainted with hymus and hymn-
books than I arn, appointed to serve. 1 think we have
a good committee; and I arn giad to know that they
are at work already. At the sanie time, 1 think we
could have selected two or threc committees equally
good, or made it 'much larger with equaily competent
men, had that been thought proper. No committee
couid have been struck with more intelligence and
cae thahtlon eparng ae hrnn-book. I 1wouild
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