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Snie ncinibcrs ai Assesill> go hsonte i-ery wit-
pleascîl tiitî theplrocetdiiîgs ofiths preie Coirt,aaid
Soine nlot ute so welh îîlease<l. l't brctdîrciî rs h ad
tîsings prctty tlucti thtrora way are alwaiys tdchîghted.
*l'ley îlsiak tIse t;eneral Asseanbly is a finle bodyaofimets.
and have great respect for ils sayiaîgs ansd daoiigs.
l'copile %vise igrc itîs tas anud dIo liact>' ilnuch whlat
iv. iant ilicia ta do arc alvvays. excellent pcuple. We
have great respect for the opiniions ai the peoaple tîho,
agrec wiîhî us. Itrethireii his liavec goste hosne fr-ont
1-îontreal flushed witlî victary, Cannet exîîcdt t liai-c
a praaiincist place iii thsîs palier. l'lie), have lsad

inpIeace. ThysîîMu~î a lordtabore their
neigbibouirs a littie witî i cdescriptionî of Isoî well they
did it. Tite sîicinberý alua, froin roseat aibe or atier,
]lave gonte hontie in luit î-ery good humanour, are the
larcîbren irbose cases inîust bc ttciqLei ta hitre. Thîey
necd lielp.

Ilere is a brother wlio tiill.'t su.-wid w/t/zli is /'usi-
,es. Ilis Incitionîs werc deieated. The lprayer ai
bis ov-erture was liat grantcd. Tïhe overture iras lier.
bapis laid on tîte table. Sanie iîîeîîîber iras perliapis
cruel enaughi ta suggest in an undcrtosîe that il lac
laid under the table. Thiîs uniortuniste brother lias
not quite as high ani opinion ai the Gencral As-
senîbly as lie liadt wlicn lie \vas a boy. 1île dlacs îlot
admire Il>rsb,,teria-n polity u1uitc as iiuch as lic once
did. lic secs soune gond icatures in the Me\Ithodîi
and Episcopalian -)rins ofigoverninent noir. Hc won't
make a speech on thc excellencies ai the I'resbyterian
systcmoigovcrniiicnt fora long tine- perhiaps nottuîtil
the Asscinlhy dlacs sonictiig tlîat Tic waaîs it ta dIo.
Brother, don't bac in sucli bail humour. liear yosîr
defeat ike a îîan and a Prcsbyterian. Vois arc in
god conpany. Gladstone .ias deicated the otiser
day. The Grand Old 'Man neyer wbaiîipercd. W'lilc
the Taries irere cliceng and tlîc Parnehhstes yelling
like demons, lic wvas quietly engag-cd iii îrritiag a re-
port ai the day's procccdings for hats Sovcrcign. Next
day bie caille in siniling, and wlîeii be stood upt before
the flrst parliaunent ai the worlcl, cita lias oppanients
<elt that lit ivas cvcry incli a mian. îiat(lastn
in your deicat, and belle for bcuter luck, next lime.
And brother, rememlber ilitre is a reinote possi.
bility sit tbe majority agaînst vos sîay liai-c becai
right. Of course, thai is very iiîiprobable, but il i
poss;Ible.

Here is anoither brother wlta necds consolation.
Tite Gencral Asscîîîbly cut las speevch s/tort. Wh'len
hie iras gctting fairl>- untier weigi itid a gond liead
oi stcamt on, as lie ulsouglît, thie court becanie imîpa-
tient and significdl wîitli painful plaînness tlîat îhîey <lsd
flot irant any miort. Tis bruther rées hurt. An
lrisbmnan once fi irom the top ai a ilirte storey %%ait
on which lie iras îîorkisîg. Il Ilcre y-ou hurt b>' the
fait?" asked a iricnd. "Il 'ivas not the fal <bat hurt
rnt," answi-rcd P>al. Ilif -vas fthe siiddc,: stl5.' "The
sudden stop in bis spechl burt tbis brother in the
Assemnbly. Noir, brother, jîsst console yaurseif wiah
tIse thouglit tlîat the Assembl> lest more by flot
hearing <bat speech out than you did by the suddcn
stop. Don'î concîsîde that your bretbrcn -are rude
and unfccling and ail that sort ai îbing. X'ou may
have risen at a bad tinte. Vasa nay liai-e been
longer iban you thought you %%cre. I'crhaps yau
speal, teo ofien. Possibîy your temper iras none ai
the besi. Ofî course yeti iere flot tediovss->'oi
tncevcr arc. Oi course you dii flot say anytbang that
anybody eIsc haci said y-au are ilalîys original.
But tlîeAsscsnbly may have dieed iront you an these
points. WVc know ai you can say about a fret country
and the rigbt ai fre speech and al ilbat bort oftbing,
but mecn -ulto listen have Somte righîts, as Weil as mn
tiho spcak.

Here is a brother îrho tricd ta speak liahi a <lozen
times but could not gc/ a hearing. He clcared is
iroat, pull--! hiinýeitogelher, siood up, siruck aut bis

index finger, but bis vocil organs, in motion, anîd ias
just about ta say Il Mr. Moderaitor," irbea somcebody
cIsc struck in and he 1usd to subside. That good man
bad the notes ai a lontg speech in lui- brues pocket. Hc
Sat Up a! nigbt wvoiing an tbese noies. lic had bis

figures nuit facîs and arTguiîtents.antl illusstrations Iisely
airrsigeul--as lie tlsaiglit. lîat spleechs uniglit have
sisakeui souîîcthiug te its centre, butt ilttuidisît. fi
couirse <luiss uîeuîbcrsiccîiscansohaitiosi. Noir, trother,
<lic lack ai tîsat speech ilîay uîot do0 as usuels lîaruîî as
Voi férir. Tilte Churcli lia% dola it ihouh it since the
iltys oi Abrahsam, nuit tht Clurch iîîay get oas iitîsout
it for a %v-isite lonîger. The worrld lias <lasie tiithott
dit spcecls of yothrs fuor Si\ thiaad ycars, anîd
tîsotigîs it urotuld no dosult be iiitach benifled b>' hîcar-

oi oxpecrience, -îsd aîîay tîag ont a icv )-ears iii saiet>'
ev-en tiiomigls >-omar speechli k not dclivercd. Becsicles,
brothier, î'our speech sîîay k-eît for a ycar. Siiiii. of

>-sî srssoislii- kptios sîchloigr îcio.Ansd
Iiîcît hîiiuî ni the ainousat ai possible trouble yoîs sîîay
liav-e sai-ec yourself b>- uot dchi-cring thuat speech.
Ilaî it goste off, wil, >'oî uIighlit v got tiio or <hîrc
cahîs on tlic strcngtit ofilu, anid %v-iat trouble you wsotilî
haeliait a in deciding ti-Iicli cali -omu sluotild accelît
TMien y'nu dnt kiiowi 1mw siuîch damiage thsat -speech
uîîuglst liai-e dosnc. 'ou uniglit liai-e hurt saiste coin-
nuttet, or îîouai<lcl oîe ai osur aimuuueromis colleges iii
soute iray, or <Ini saîicthing tlsit you îrouhd lac sorry
for. 1l sia)' liaive latta a good thsing >-otr speech it-as
nit declîvcrcd.

And lucre is a brother îî-lo féels bad becamase i
Assen,,:', Piteetig ias nu't the Xki,d of thiing he e.i*.
Pelclttditlta k Ouîce upoliti taîttayoîsng i-.nasiesteredt
anc ai osur colleges auîd lt-as greatly clîsaîîpointed.
lie thîouglîu tic studcnts. spîent tlîe ofcpata tht
tuine un singing aid pra>-ing and rcaciuîg rehigtaus
books. lic casalc sec no conncctioaî betwtcen uiatiic-
iiaties anîl Uic ninisury. lie Iingcred lonîg thioughi
nat iovingiy onî potns asîriz. Il tvas a stuitabie
place for hiis ta linger. lit clid i l ike tlîe college
becatuse il %fas not îîlat lie expected. Thsis brothecr
ihoughît tise Assellibly %vas a strictl>' religiosis iuîcet-
ing. WVeil, braîhsea-, a con-.iderrblc asîttnt ai tinte is
shîîays spcnt in religionss erercises. Wcec yau ahîî-ys
prescrnt ahI thiese exercises? 1)1< Yeus take part in
îlîeiîî? Did you litip ilieiîi forvaril ? Naît' ionest>-,
<id you standl around tIse dobar andl taik about thie
Franchîise'Bill or thcîîar, or go up ta scettlîcsionntains,
or clown ta sec the Allans I.ue:ý ienî >-oî inîglit liste
been ati tht opening exercires or ahi the eldcr's prayer
meeting? If you clid ilsat once' yo ]liai-e no rifflit <o
complain. Becsicles, you knov, brotîser, tho business
ai the Chsurcli nuast bac donc. It is just as imîportant.
in its attn place as wiorshi. Trhe nîachîinery ssîust
lac kcpt maving. Thîe Aposîles stsnteil the machincry,
or al as lesst a gond part ai it, ancl îoid us ta run il.
\'e iiîust do so. Trhe shiscl is nos tlîe egg, but if yoma
try ta carry- the egg itithout the shell, y-ou sîîay have
trouble. Tise mnachiner>' is flot tise stcam, but yomi
can't uise steai wthoîît iichiinery. Iliotlier, t think
1 dctect a slight odeur ai ll'i'lotiisni around litre,
and 1 arn certain it does flot cainte fromt nie.

Tliere are set-eral other dissatisfstd sneilibers,-onc
wtas liai praperly rcp)orted,.ausatîser iras îlot put in any
cînmitiecs, a thîrd iras nit plcased iiitb bis accoml-
unodatuon, a iourth laid a bad berth iii Ilie steamer ancl
caugit coid. About 300 spent smort inon> tIsai
tbey expectecl ta spend, andI so on. 1-retiren, if
yams can's stand hiese :raslir ails %witlout conifflaîning,
stay ah îhonite tht next lime.

lessings on uIc clieer Coliissioncr tu-li stooil
buts defeats and disappoa ninien-; like a mian aaîd a
l'rcsbytcruati and says; lie lind a goad tinte.

SOME DE SUL WR Y Tif OUGIITS ON MIAA'
INV NA TURL*.

ilV SSIi Wtt 1.1 NîI DAWSON, L.i., I-i.S,îTc.

Fe%- wtords are used anion-, us moirt hooseiy thian
"ua-ture." -,omimcs su stands for tht nia.teria-l uni-

verse as a îîhole. Soirnetiins i is piersariicd as a
sort ai gocldess, îî-orkung lier aitn sutcc, w-ill iith una-
terial thungs. bomrctumes ut expresses tht forces it'licb
-ict an niatter, and again il stands for nMaturia] things
îteinselvts. Il is spokcn ai as subject ta lair, but just
as often natiral laur as rcica-r,.d ta sn ternis îîbiclî i-
,ey tîsat nature itscif is the lawtgirer. It is suppased
ta lac opposcd ta the equahly v-ague terni Ilsupernai-
mral"',; but thss teran is used not mcrely ta denote
thîings above and beyond nature, if ilîcre are sucb, but
tcrtain opinions lîeld rcspectung natural thsngs. Ona
the cthicr bîand, tht natural as contrastcd iîth tht arîu-.
ficial, though this us always tht autcomc ai nattîral
pairers and us ccrtainl- flot supernatural. Agaun it is
applied tu the inherent propesiies of besngs for wicli
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we are %maille ta -Iccolait, mîci wbicli v.e axe contjnt
ta say constituite tlscir nature. %Vc cannot look ina
tise woriks or ally or tlîc anora speciative writcr4. n
the la>' wiîlicout Ilnccting with nit tîsese uses of hIe
word, aaîd have ta be conistant>' ou aur guard lest 1)y
;% change of its nicanfing wu shall bac led taus~i
to seill proposition atltogetiier uintoundeui.

For illustrations et tlîis convensent, thotîgl daîsger.
mis, amlbiguity, 1ilmay tuom nt randoem to almlost anîl
page iii Darwins cclebrated îwork n thc IlOrigin ni
Sp)ecies." l i he ginningof Chaltu±r 111. lie spicaký,,i
aniîîîalu Il in a state of ntutre," tduat is, siot in a donirý.
ticatcd or artiticial condition, s0 dt hIc nature is op-
poscdl Io the deviccs of maln. *llin lic spcaks of >pe.
Cie§ as "'arsiaîg iii saturc, tit is, sponIshaneoulY
producced in th Ui sdst ai certaini externil altin,
eiivironîncnt outsittc of tise organic world. A littit
fartdier n lic speaks of usclul varietics.as givcn to sn:sai
by IIthe lianu of Nature," whicb hecre beconîcs ait in
iginary lierson ; and it is îortlîy of notice tlîat in tie;.
plhace the pîrimter or prooir-rcader lins givcn tie ix
anr initial capital, as if a proper naie. ln tIse nei
section lie speaks of the Ilworks of Nature " as bupi:
rior ta thiose of art. litre thle word is net only oppoed
to the artilicial, but scmls ta imlp>' soute poier abr-ie
nîntecriai ubilags and comîparable witbl or ecCeltil l,t
contriî'ing intelligence ai nian. I do4 ot mnu b>
tisese exanîles t0 rnply that D)arwin is in Ibis re%pect
nire iinccuratc thtan any other writcrs. On the (an.
trary, lie is grcaily surpasscd by miaay oi bis conhemn
poarnts il% tilt varied andI iantastic uses ai this Vtt>-3.
tule word. An illustration which occurs ta mie licre,
as at once arnusing and instructive, is an expresaôn
uscd by Ronianes, anc of the cleî'erest ai the iollow.
crs ai the great crolutionîst, and whicbi appearb ta
1dmii ta give a sa-tisictary explatiatian af il tl i> tQrï
ai elevation iii naturc. 1le says, Il Nature sclcctN the
best individuals out of ies gceration tae. l Ivre
naturc trust bc ani intelligent agent or the stateiient
is siniply ,onsensicati. Thîe saine alternativeahîîc
in niuch ai the use af tbe favourite terni Ilnatural se-
lection." lai short, iiose wbo use stucl miodes of cx-
pression would be miort: consistent if thcy wcre at
once ta coi-ne back to the dcl'snition ai Scaîcca,
tuit nature is la certain divine purposenianiiestcd in
the world."

'lle cleriration oftlle word givestus tbe idea oisoie-
thing producedi or becoaning, andilî is curious that the
Grcel.iw.ir, though etyrnologically distinct, convcys
thc sanie ineaning -a coîncidence wbiclî inay pcrliaps
lead us te a safe and serviceable definiticin. 1,atiuit
rigbîly understooid is, ini sbort, anr orderly systein of
tbings in tinte and space, sind ibis is not invar.
aille, but in a state ai constant inovcînt anîd pro-
gircss, wliercby it is always becoining somcthîng dif.
ferent frant %italt it iras. Noi nman is placed in tht
snrncst ai this orderly, law-rcgulatcd yct crer progres.
sive systeia, and is Iîimself a part of it ;' and if uct
can undcrstand lus real rel.-"'ons te its othcr parts,
ivc shaîl ]lave made sanie approximation to a liue
plîilasopby. Tite subject bas been often tiis.usd,
but is pcrhaps nat yet .3uitc cxliausted.%

Regarding man as a part ofinature, we mus: hold te
bis cntcring into the grand unit>' ai the naturil sys.
lent, and miust niai set up imaginary anhaganisins be-
tween unan and nature as if bie 'vert autsidc of il.
An instance ai this appears; in Tyndall's celebr.ated
Belfast addrcss, where lie says, in explanation af ithe
crrors ai certain ofithe aider philosphiers, tba'. Ilthe ex-
periences whicbi formcd tIse wciî and woof ai tlîeir
thecories wcrc cliasen flot front tbe study af nali4e
but froin abiat whicbi lay much neatrer tath-m- the ob-
servation ai 'Man ; " a statcmient this which would
nake man a supernatural or at ~Icast a preter-natual
being. iAgain, it does net follow because mia i a part
ai nature ibai lie mnust bac prcciscly on a lev-el -.îith ils
otier parts. There art iiinatuire Marly planses Txis-
tentre, and mnan is no doulat an ane af its higher
planes and possesses distinguishing powcrs and pro-
perties ailuis own. Nature, like a perfect orgainisi, is
nos ail eye or ail band, but includes vaniaus organs,
anci s0 far- as wvc sec it in aur planet, mian is ils
liend, thiougi ive cans casily canccii'c that tliere iiay
bac lîigher beings in other parts af tise uniî'erse bcyoîd
aur kesi.

'rite vicir îhich ire îay take af nian's posation Te-
latively ta tbe beings whicb arc necarebt ta bim, namnel),

* .Man's Place ini Nature," Prz,:eon Rî-vieuw, Novcmber.
187S. "The Cniay of Nature," bythe Duke of Argyle, MSS,
Mn), l'e considered as suggestive of the thoughts of Ibis
article.
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