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SABBATH SCHOOL PAPERS.

Y nsATil Scuoou Paessvraxian, Goroxr Hours and Earey
B ""Ds/{v‘rs will be continued for 1883, tly improved and at rtduce‘d
wices. Hllastrations of a very high character have been securcd hn
inpland 3 the slze of the type will be reduced in the case of the
SARBATH SC200L PRRSBYTERIAN: and no efforts will be spared to
make all the papers more attractive and useflul than ever before.
The price of eacl been reduced to $10.00 per x00 coples for one
year; $5.00 for 3o coples; and $4.00 for 40 coples. Special rates
for smlﬁr quamme«. Earty Davs §s published twice a month,
and is a favourite paper for Infant Classes? the other two are
monthly, and suited to more advanced scholars. In the Sanaarit
Scioot, Presavrrrian will be found, from time to time, interesting
missionary matter (rom the Home and Foreign Fields. Send for
specimen coples.  Address TR PrespyTERIAN PRINTING AND
lmusmxa Co., § Joxpan Swrxey, Toroxto.
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MNotes of the Wleek.

THERE are fewer daily papers in London now than,
there were a generation ago, says the Philadelplea
Times, and it is the same process of the extinction of
the weakest that seems to be going on in New York.
But the great London dailics have made themselves
strong, not by cheap prices, but by good work. The
mistake that has been made in this country in the
active competition among the too numerous newss
papers, is in trying to give the papers away, instead
of making them so good that the public will be glad
to buy them.

To all appearance the London police authorities are
gradually but surely fastening the toils around the
miserable and misguided men who caused the recent
explosion at the Tower. Evidence sufficient to prove
that Cunningham and Burton were implicated in the
dastardly piece of work that wrought such havoc and
consternation among London Saturday afternoon
sight-seers has already been made public. For pru:
dential reasons, it is probable there is more convinc.
ing evidence held in reserve till the proper time comes.
The public desire is that if possible every person,
male or female, implicated in this barbarous outrage
should be got hold of, and the just punishment therr

, crime deserves meted out to them.

’:. . ‘THE somewhat complicated nature of the questions
%7 discussed at the Congo Conference at Berlin secemed
% ina fair way Jof adjustment when a new difficulty
5. cmerged. Portugal, unable to get the Conference to
L~ assentto her territorial claims on the banks of the

Congo as against those of the International Associay
tion, has taken forcible possession, pleading right of
discovery. The obstacle thus interposed to prevent
an harmonious settlement of these West African com-
plications will no doubt be speedily removed without
Portugal incurring the expense of putting her army.
and navy on a war footing. Diplomacy will no doubt:
be equal to the task of disentangling the unexpected
difficulty orcasioned by the sharp practice of Portugal.,
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ANOTHER genuine hermit has.been discovered n:
the Temple in London, and an ingusst has been held:
upon his remains by the city coroner. This old gentle-
man’s name was Oliver. He was a barrister who for
many years abandoned practice, or had been aban-
. doned by it,and he was seventy-four years of age.
He was found dying on his hearth-rug, and the doctor,
who was summoned too late to render any aid, says:
that the unfortunate man was in a very neglected con-
dition and much emaciated. There- are, says the Sz.
Jantes’ Gazelte, a number of these hermits in the inns:
of Court and Chancery. Tkey are usually barristers.
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ghosts, and exist in the most extreme squalor. Nota
fow of them are men of ability, who, with more ‘help
in carly life, might have done great things.
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HILE the Council of the Dominion Alliance was
in:session at Ottawa last week, the Women's Christian
Temperance Bgion assembled in the same city. They
have.resolved 16 petition the Dominion Parliament
against any alterations in the Scett Act, except in the
direction of prohibition. A great public meeting was
held at which Senator Vidal presided, and'addresses
were delivered- by him .and by Mrs. Youmans, Mrs.
Bueil; President of the New York Union, Mrs. Middle-
ton, President Quebec Union , ], R, Dougall, of Mon-

! who have failed, but who :haunt the place like living:

treal, and Noah Shakespeare, M.P., Victoria, B.C.
The following officers were clected for the ensuing
year —President, Mrs. Youmans, Picton ; corres-
pond.ng sccretary, Mrs. Dalkin, Quebec; recording
secretary, Miss Orchard, Galt, ; treasurer, Mrs. Turn.
bull, St. John, N.B.

A vERY important decision was rendlered in the
Superior Court, Montreal, recently.  The plaintiff, the
wife of a man named Desjardins, took action against
the defendant, a tavern ¥~cper, for damages, on the
ground that he had sold L juor to ber husband, who
was a drunkard, after she had given notice to him not
to do so, under the gsth and following sections of the
Quehec License Law of 1878, which gives thisactionto
the wife of * any person who has the habit of drink.
ing liquor to excess," the law providing that she is to
give notice to the public “not to sell or deliver liquor
to the person having such habit.” The judge held
thatit had been proved that the woman’s husband was
an habijtual drupkard, and that the tavern-keeper
knew him to be such when he sold him the liquor,
and awarded the plaintifi the full amount of damages
claimed, $200.

LATE advices from Formosa state that the French
contemplate raising the blockade. It has been mam-
tained with difficulty, and as a piece of strategy has
been ineffective.  Rumor has it that there is a matin-
ous spirit among the Franco-Algerine troops at Ke-
lung. It isthought that the transference of the block-
ade from Formosa to the Canton River will be more
severely felt by the Chinese, and this, it has been
hinted, is the present intention. Should. this change
be made, Dr. Mackay will have the opportunity to

resume the active work to which he is so thoroughly
devoted. The injury done to his work in Formosa by
French interruption will be felt for a long time. He,
however, is not the man to ;be daunted by difficulty.
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THE desire of Germany to develop a colomal
policy on alarge scale has made other nations, especi-
ally Great Britain, keenly suspicious of German move-
ments abroad. It may be that the accounts received
of German doings on the Comeroons river are height-
ened in their colouring by the existence in the British

“ind of this jealous fecling. It is howaver possible,
that the Germans procecded in a very high-handed
arbitrary way to inflict punishment an the natives who
resented interference with their rights. The scant
courtesy shown British residents, missionaries and
others is calculated to exasperzte those who were
accidental victims of German vindictiveness. Ger-
man officials are not always chosen for thewr con-
“siderateness and delicacy of feeling. These and
similar occurrences may be irritating but 1t would not
“be easy to excite a perilous misunderstanding between
Great Britain and Germany.

THE peaceful little village of Thornhill was the
scene of a sad tragedy last week. Two strangers,
burglars evidently, visited the village and spent their
time in hanging about the bar-rooms and making
tours of obscrvation. A young man, named Arnold,
and an acquaintance got into coversation with the
strangers, then there was drinking and gambling, when
quarrelling followed. This led to a rough-and-tumble
. fight, which ended in the production of the ever-ready
revolver, and the shooting of Amold. The quarrel-
some strangers took to flight but were pursued by in-
digrant villagers, who overtook them and made
them prisoners. They were handed over to the
authorities who had them- safely lodged in Tor-
- onto gaol.  The unfortunate young man who was shot
lingered for a fev hours when he expired.  The bar-
room encourages drinking, liquor makes men quarrel-
. some; and the odious practice of :carrying revolvers
turnishes the fool with the weapon.to commit murder.

THE deputation .that waited: on the Attorney-Gen-
eral a few days ago to urge the consideration. of the

tax excmption question by the Ontarlo Government,

reach Tamsui, gathier his scattered flock together, and.

did not receive very great encouragement.  The want
of a well-defined plan probably accounts for the indif-
ferent success with which they met.  One thing nt all
cvents is clear that the principle of tax exemption 15
invidious and unjust. Mr. Mowat admitted that he
would not stand in the way of a considerable reduction
in the number of exemptions. The question will re-
quire careful consideration. A sauisfactory solution
may not be very speedily arrived at, as it 1s only in
the large ciies where the burden 1s found to be most
gricvous. The coumry is apathetic, though tn some
cases a mistaken fear is entertained that the rural
taxpayer would have to meet increased asscssments,
The overwhelming vote recently cast in Toronto
against the continuance of tax cxemptions, may pos.
sibly, as is asserted, show that there is confusion as
to the precise exemptions sought to be removed, but
it is an unmistakably clear indication that the citizens
are convir -ed that the principle of almost indiscrimi.
nate exemption is wrong.

THE Council of the Dominion Prohibitory Alhance
met at Ottawa last week. A number of prominent
temperance tnen were present, several of them mem-
bers of the Dominion Parliament, The subjects dis-
cussed were mostly of a practical kind. The Secretary
reported that there were in 1884 thirteen contests be-
sides that in Halton. The Scott Act was carried-in
ten out of the thirteen, the smallest majority being 602
while the largest adverse majorty was 193. The
aggregate vote in the fourteen counties was 43,955 for
the Act, and 32,967 agamst.  The report of the Nova
Scotia branch stated that the Act was adopted in
twelve out of eighteen counties by a total majority of
12,000. Mr. J. J. Maclaren, Q.C. made a number of
sensible remarks on the enforcement of the provistons
of the Scott Act in the counties where 1t 1s 1 opera-
tion. Various suggestions were made showing how
the Act could be made effecuve wherever it was cn-
forced. This is of the utmost importance. Nothing
but the apathy of its friends prevents it from accom.
plishing all that can reasonably be expected of it.
The druggists who dispense hquor with prodigahty for
medicinal purposes received the interested attention of
several who took part in the discusstons.

THE annual mectung of the Prisoners' Aid Associ-
ation of Canada was held n the Mission Hall, Co)-
lege Avenue, Toronto, fast week. Among those who
took part m the procecdings were Rev. Messrs. H. M
Parsons, Dyson Hague and John Sampson ; Messrs.
S. H. Blake, Willlam H. Howland, Han.ilton Cassels,
Massie, Harvie, Mrs. Harvie, Dr. Rosebrugh, and the
secretary, Mr. S. E. Roberts.  This emmently Chns-
tian and humane nsutution 1s doing an admirable
work. Its usefulness is mncreasing every year, though
its resources are adiculously madequate.  From the
report presented at the meeung 1t 1s estimated that
the amount of aid given to discharged prisoners since
1879 was as follows . 1879-80, eighteen months, $102 ;
1881, twelve months, $156 ; 1882, twelve months, $341 ;
1883, twelve months, $750, 1884, tweive months,
$584 During the past year the Association had aided
in all 687 discharged persons ; and found employment
for 374 persons, had given furmiture to sixty-eight
familics , sheltered in the Home, 148 Bay Street, 250 ;
given meals ; board to 380 ; paid rent for twenty-four ;
paid fare to homes or where work was to be procured for
twenty-nine , distributed 339 art.cles: of clothing ;
forty two articles of furmiture ; fifty-ninc tools. The
numbeér of meals given in the Home was 3,759. The
Association this year opened a speaial lodging home
for discharged female prisoners, which had already
proved of great value in saving-some, though st had

.only been a few months opened. The system was

very complete and effective.  Another pleasing featurc
in the work was the-lending system. The Association
lent outto discharged prisoners during thé past year,

-$279.47,and have reccived back . $325.67, part of which

wi  ducon loansmade in 1883. The Assoaiation also
maintains cfficient Sabbath schools at the Central
Prison, Mcrcer Reformatory and the gaol, besides-
employing a teacher to give general instruction to

-those desirous of acquiring clementary education.



