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Tug Chicago Presbytery took & new depaizio the
other day in electing the Hon, S. M. Moore moderator,
The bon. gentleman we bellove is a distinguished
lawyer, and ex-judge of the Supreme Court, and a
worthy and acuve elder In one of ths city churches.
‘The election was unanlmous. We prediet that this is
the first stap towards real patity of presbyters, Other
Presbyteries will £ llowsnit, SomeSynod willappoint
aa eminent elder Moderator, and before long we may
g2¢s an honourable elder in the Moderator's chair of
tho General Assembly of the great American Presby-
terian Charch.  Not long ago there was a lvely dise
+ nsslon on this question In the press. We failed to
so0 one point worth notice In the so-called arguments
against the changa except that certaln courts should
bo opened by & se.mon and elders are not supposed
to preach. Well, Presbyteries are not usually opened
by a sexmon, and, therelore, so fac as Presbyteries are
conceraed, tho objection has no force. Nor was it
shown that an opening =ermon by the moderator is
essentlal to the regular constituting of a Charch Court,
An elder may be appointed moderator of a Presbytary
we believe in any Presbyterian church in which he s
not debarred by special enact.ent. Ifnot—whynot?

THOSE would-be philosophers who sneer at public
speaking and tell us that oratory has lost its power in
thess latter days have got a rude awakening all over
the world. The extraordinary feat performed by
Gladstone when ke left a sick-bed, cama to the House
of Commons, and by a splendld oratlon carried his
Franckise Bill by 1300f a majonty, completely knocks
the bottom out of the theory that,oratory has not the
power over men that it had in bygone days. There
never was a greater triumph of eloquence sincs the
days of Demosthenes. The House k223 been at
¥ sixes acd sevens™ for some time. Nobody was
very certain how the vote might go.  The* grand old
man” came upon the scene and his silvery voice
had not rang through the Commons for half an hour
until he had the House at his feet, Whether cae
sgrees with the Bill or not, the speech self is astudy
that will richly repay anyone who desires te find out
the way of putting things, There is not a slip-shod
sentence from stare to finisk.  The reasoning is close
and still the argument is clear as a sunbeam, It is
logical throughout, but thelogicts on fire. Therenever
was a2 more triumpbant illastration of the tact that
solid matter and closs reasoning need notbe duil and
heavy., Publi speakers who excuss thelr intolerable
dullness by the alleged solldity of their matter and the
closeness cf their logic wonld do well tc study M.
Gladstcne, There is no necessary connection betw een
solld matter and Jeaden dulness,

Ix his address at the closing exercises of Montreal
College, Principal Macvicar made the following timely
observatlons In regazd to the kina of ministerial train.
ing needed in the Church :~

We are steadily rising to a bigher plaae of calture, and I
do not hesitate to say thaf the seven gentlemen wo go out
from us (o-night, especially those who kave galoed the
highest distisctions, are such as any 1astitution in the old or
the new world @ well be proud 10 anmbsr among its
graduates.  As sauwing the eqtimate formed of them b can-
gregatiods, that \hey will'all be asked to accept ezgiblc
pastoral as soon as they caii be licensed.
what is needed for the procperity of the Chr cche Not
merely men of adequate learning, out also mep sppreciated:
by the people, and who, through real merit uur spirituat.
powsr. can lay kold tpon their hearti.

Yes, this is exactly what the Church necds. A man
may be & walking library—a perambalating encyclo-
péedia—but if he bas no gower to move the hedrtg of
his fallow-mén, he is no gain to the Churck, Thete
ase- few sadder falares than that of & well meaning
young tman who bas spent maoy years, much labour,

and thousands of dollars in trylog to make bimzelf o
prracher, and who, at ths end of bis college course,
stands before the peopls withont the slightest power
to make truth strike or stick, He may be a scholar,
a gentleman, s Christisn ; he may de polishad, amiable,
aond courtecus ; he may be actuated by ths highest
motives, but he has no gower in him and because he
bas no power be fails, A knowledge of thes truth {s
{adispensable, but it is not gnough, The thing spe-
clally neaded is the ability to present truth in such a
form that it will attract and move mes. A sermon is
not & §2ld of wheat, Itisa part of the fisld worked
up into aloaf, The man who can make such o loaf
as the people necd, appreciate and can feed upon Is
the kind of minister the Church nceds. The college
that turas out most men of that k'ad will never lack

support.

Tie last issue of the Knox College AfomiAly con.
talos an articla agalnst scholarships, written presum.
ably by & student who has seen the working of the
echolarship system from the inslde. The writer
assumes that the scholarships are given with a two-.
fold object, viz., * to help needy students, and to stim.
ulate to activity in study.® These objectsitisalleged
are pot galned. Scholarships are for the atost past
won by students who had the best early tralsing, and
thoso who had the best easly tralning are 10t usually
the most needy. There Is forco in thls objection.
With regard to the sccond objection it is alleged that
scholarships lead to cramming rather than to study
of the hi hest kind, There may be soms forcein this
objection 100, The writer then carries tho war into
Africa and argues that there is “a grea: deal of un.
falrness about this scholarship business ” as the bes?
men do not always wis, and the system is {n itself bad
becanss it keeps before the rind of the student a
lower motive insicad of a higher. It might be sald
in reply that it cannot Ipjure a student to bave fuwo
motives belore his mind—a lower and a higher, The
weakest objection i that scholarships give a wrong
impression about students to the *community at
large” The 't commuuity at large” do not attach the
value of a straw to scholarships, They judge 2 stu.
dent by what he can do during the hour and a quar-
ter that he corducts publicsezvice.  If he can preach
a rousing good sermon and coaduct the service with
taste and propriety the * community at large” will
ask no questions about scholarship. The standard
by which a student is judged In the “ community at
large” and the standan! by which he Is tested in ty
examination hall are quite diferent, as the writermey
probably find out when ke takes his plice in the
“fisld” Our friend need bave no anxiety on this
point, The community at large will judge him en-
Hrely by what ke can do in the actual wortk., Ths in-
fluence of scholarships does not usually extend 2 mile
fom the college.

THE MORMONS.

OW and then a great cutery againgt the Mormon
ai delusion tw raised in the United States. Peliti.
crans in their fervens zeal declars that the sword only
can successtully cut out this moral excresence that is
cating its way into the Amerlcan commonwealth,
Sentime~i«l divines talk rose-udnted platitudes, Dr,
Talmage fiercely objurgates, and leglslators paiter
with it, bat still the evil goes on and spreads, Moy
monism is no longer confined to Utah, {t is surging
over inio neighbotiring territories and has been for the
last two or three years trying to force its way into tha
Southern States. It seads out its missionaries to
almost all the countries of Euvrope. It has crossed
ths Atlantic and the Pacific, it has literally been com-
passing s2a and land In its ezgerness to maks prose.
Iytes.

The New York papers report the first arrival of
Mormon emigrants for tha zeason, About ono kun.
dred in chargs of returning missionaries landed at
Castle Garden. They ars of the class that usually
swell the ranks of this ninetesnth century imposture,
They belong to what Thomas ©=.yle descrives as the
Drudge Seet,  Itls easy to understand why hard toll-
ers with limited cducation in England and Wales,
Germeany and Scacdinavia shoald listen hopefully and
believingly to the glowing rhapscdies of Mormoen
gospeliers whep they desernt on the pesce and plenty.
that await the taithful in the prozrlsed land of Utab..
There is no doubt that prospects . material comfort,
—not to spe=k of Its paculias institauon~are safficient.

-

to move multitudes to embraco the cunalng Invention
of Joseph Smith and his by no means scrupulous
assoclate o At all events It Is just such & class of
people that Innds year by year at the great American
seaport and is transported across the continent.

Were Mormonism dependent on local sources of
supply for Its maintenance its growth would d2 slow,
i( indeed the inevitable decay sure to overtaka it would
not ers now have shown undoubted evidences of its
presence. It is dependent for whatsver vitality (¢
possesses on the recruits it is able to secure from
abrosd. Itisa circumstance worthy of notice that
the Mormon propaganda is a complets fatlure in Ire.
land. The Irishman will Ustenr to the prisst and the
revolutionary demagogue, but the Mormon missinary
{3 powesless with him, In this refusal the lrdgmar:
shows his good sense.

A shott time sincethe fifty-fourth annual conferonce
of the Latte- Day Salats was held in Salt Lake City.
The attendanco was immense., No fewer than twelve
thousand from all panasoftheterritory weraassembled
{a the city of the Saints, The proceedings lasted for
three days. The deliberations wera of a purely busl.
ness character. No question of religlous interest
occupled the attentlon of the attendant multitudes,
Thels thought were ¢ acentrated on ways and means
and these only. Much was made of the persecution
to which tho Latter Day Salnts weresubjected. Poly-
gamy was défended and apheld, and the * Order of
Enoch ® was vigotously supported. This order aims
at the possession of all real estats by the priesthood.
In sddition to thesp subjects protection was earnestly
advocated, so that the Mormon people might bsinde.
pendent of all beyond their own pall. Year by year
this travesty of religion is becoming more of a grasp-
ing despotlsm. Itisamystery why sucha reactionary
system of greedy oxclusiveness should find its most
copgealal soll in the great Amerlcan republic,

After all, the strength of Mormonism Is maore pre-
tentious than real.  Its present reported membership
is only 93,000, which, with the addition of 46,000 under
elght years of age, makes a total popalation of 138,000,
Utah does not contain this number. The Mormons
aro scattered over several States and tersitories.
There is quite a large number in Idaho, Arizona has
4,593 ; 1,578 are to be found in Colorado, and hun-
dreds are dispersed through Wyoming, New Mexico
and Nevada.

In proportion to the population the officlals are
rather numerous, being 28,838 They are thus classi-
fied: Apostles, 13; patriarchs, 68 ; high priests,
3.413 ; seventies, 4,747 ; elders, 13,191 ; priests, 1,611 ;
teackers, 1 786 ; and cdeacons, 5,022, Thiy year the
conference is not sending out so many missionsariesas
were commigsioned last year, They number ninety-
five, and these are the fields of labour assigned them ;
To Great Britain, twenty-nine ; to Scandinavis, esven;
to the Southern States, eight ; to other portions of the
United States, thirty-three ; to New Zealand, six,and
to the Sandwich Islands, five. The efforss of thess
cmissaries of Mormonism in the United States sre
mairly directed to recenat importations from Germany,
Denmark, Sweden, Eogland, etc. The native-born
American is shy of the docirines of Joseph Smith,
They have made occasional inroads into Canada, but
the successes attended on their efforts have not been
encouragiog. A few familles in the district lylog
along the 6t. Clair River migrated to the Mormon
parachise, organizations wers attempted in Londonand
St. Thomas. Thae results hava not been such 23 to
encecurage the ploneers of Mormonism In Canada, It
is not a danger ttat threatens this country at present,
and before it bécomes really formidably, the American
peopls will know how to deal with it,

THE GERMAN CHANCRLLOR,

HE men who occupy important positions in natioaal
affalrs ara always objectsof interest to the people,

.‘Their public acts are discussed in tha dally journals,

The causes, motives, and influence of their policy are
carefuly scanped and.criticlsed. By soms they aro
lauded to the skies, by others severely censured and
condemned, At the sams time there Is a widespread
interest in the men themsclves, Pecplalike to know
their thoughts and. bellefs, thelr dislikes and their
prdcxcnoes. Ths men themsalves are after all what
peopls most like to know. Aad gcnetally speakicg,
b3 ) ~omledge is most difficult to obtain.. A thor
aughly compesent and lmpanla.\ hiographzr is not
ecasuy found. It isso natural to kave a, preconceived



