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A.u Ldinburgh professor began a sermion the citer
day te a large congregation of workîng people by say-
ing tisa hoe would not " assume a ruipit toneY" WVty
should any prizacher Il assume a pulpit taie " in
addressing workmng men or any 'tiser ind et lisen t
Why should tiscre be a pulpa: tana? WViy flot spcak
in a natural tolie Zn thse pulpit as wcii as anywhere
cise i Haw docs at camte that a preaciser wise can
address any kind of an audience in an easy, plcastng,
and gracelul style otten becomes staff, stilted, and
artificaal in his manner tise moment lac enters tise
pulpît t How is si tisat a voice which us kept without
any effort -at medium pichis n conversation flics up
liet tise upper register the moment it bogies te prea--h?
One reasan As tisat tise owner of said voîce tblnks
there u/wuld be anc toise fer tise pulpit and another
for ather places Why shoufd thsere be? AncUser
reason as that thc sermon is wrltten, and it is no easy
prablemn te deliver written composition mn an easy
spoken style. A thîrd reason as that Uic preacher is
caracalt and desires te bc forcible, and has neyer
mastercd the pteblean et being torcible without being
Iaigh and Iouýi. Tise preaciser wiso bas got hlmnsalf
delivered Irom thse Ilpuipit tane " and cari be forcible
without being leud, bas accomplished a geod deal.

Titis question is etten asked by parents and Sab.
bath scisool teachers . IlSisould chIsadren be taugisi tise
' Shorter Cateciss, though tee young te understand
tise doctrines o" thc catechsm '" Mlost undoubtedly
thcy sisould. To have tiseïr mi.nds stared anad
strengtbensed with tise trutis cenuained la that mag-
nîficent compendium cf theology-tsc besi tise world
ever saw-is a great tiig. la time thse youag folks
will knew thse meaning if tisy know tise letie. Titan
Dacior Ormnistan there is ne botter authority on ibis
subject. Thse Doctor as a living exaniple ci what tise
catecisism dme for a boy. Here is bis awa testimony

But 1 casnons tink otberwi3c illan tisai a loss àa suuiaaind
wisea a catisecli s flot a.curaîely rcîîcd ar'l laugis:. and
pu.ue tran tise M oid -)f <od, mote extefir. 1 tisais one or
awu verses, aie Oui tumitC umerory. I amz lad thatmry
mry in childh4x was strengaisened and filied with the
Mother's Catccbism," the" 1hofler Catechiim" the l'salins

of D>avid, thse beinion on thse Miouai, tise entîre Uca3pel by
John, and thse Btook ut 1 luverbs. a3 also wiah n.any excellen,
1.y mnà.

Sabbats sciseol trainaig tisat uces net embrace thc
IlSisorter Catechasm " as api te produce yeung people et
tisernollaasc variety. Tisey grow up softand inar....u-
late" an tiscolegy and character. A Presby cerian
Sabisatis scisoal tisai bas gat tee fair "advant-!' ta
use Uic catmchiam sisould bc caIL-d upon te show wisy
at shoad exxsi. la taLa, i ougisî an make an apiology
fer beang found an existence.

i i seems nuw to be genezaily admitîed tisat there
as a sad tailing off an churcs attendance an tise New
England Siates. Even as brave and isopelul a journal
as Uic IlChristian ait WVeak "says Il tisai tiere is a
a manafold decIne in cisurcis attendance tistougiseut

.cw England as assiaredly true." uur cantcmnparary
ai.se renianks tisaIl "wiat as wanted as te knew thse
cause et the declension." Tisati s what we want te
know ex--.cty New Eny'and is very near Canada.
We are affef 'cd by every great movement among aur
neigisiours. Tise saine causes tisai dumnish church
atteridance in New En.zland wil bc in operamian bere
very seats il we de notaing te count«rac thocn. The
'Christian ai WVork II mentions two causes-"ý tey

churclies "and"I essay-pracising.0 By "toy chirches »
arc meant cisurches erected ini towzas and village
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whesre they ata nlot neetled. WVlth stil the Presbyte.
dans and Miethodisi united Into two g=~t bodies wo
should not bc much ln danger (rom Il toy churches I
ln Canada. And r.nyway il lu net very easy te se
how foc many çhurchez keep people (rom going ta
churcb. The second caisse--" ssar.preaching l-wc
commend te thse consideraison cf Car college autheri.
tdes. WVC rather suspect fliat a more iniluentilal cause
titan cither sa lAck of parenmal authority. The young
New Englander was ailowed te go to Ray churth or
meeting cf any klnd on the Sabbath, and when lie
gtcw Up ho elccted flot te go te churcis ait ail. The
ame cause fi ai work in toc, many places lni Canada.

RISTÔR>'RPAIN TRF

T liRr la a degic of fascination ln antlcipating
tefuture. Net lnthe indulgence of bascless

dreamas, nor ln pretonsians cf proplaetlc science, blit
in calas, sober reflection on probabillties net by arsy
means ritmote. Forecasting horoscopes sa the trl:ling
occupation of thse charlatan ; meding thse sIgns of the
limes la a duty resting on ail who seek te serve their
generatien ln accordance wlîh thse Divine will.
" Visdom aund knowledIge amc the stabîllty of thy
times."l Thse future lies latent ln thse present. Tho
ardinary observer of events cannot (ail te notice a
striidng likencas et the closing years cf tise prescrit
century te thse one tliat prcceded IL. Popular uns-est
prcpared thse way thtougisout France for 'he dreadful
outburst tisait levelled tise Buffle with the graund,
blized bite fierceness in the Reiga of Terror, and cul-
minatcd ln thse military despetlsm cf Napoleon I. Il
was a trne et rampant sceptlclsm. Rousseaus and
Voltaire pavcd thse way for Diderot and D'Alembert,
and tise Frencs aristocracy and tise mass ot tise people
were saturated whth infldelity. Tisey isad lest fail
in Ged, and the future secmed desperate. We hear
much sentimental nionsense ait present, of reconstructed
meraiity apari froan religion. But,in the livesoetmany
of thse Frenchs philosophes cf tise elghteenth century,
wisea religion went mnoraflty dld net say beilnd.
Moire et îbcm thans Mirabe:tu Ilswailoecd ail thse for-
mulas.,

WYe have ln tisese days thse saine open disiregard et
religioni tisat cbaracterzcdl thse closlng years of the
elgisteenth century. Tisese tisat assume te be spe.
cially wisc and lcarned look dewn with lofty contempt
on people who pro (cas belief in rcveaied religion. Te
be reigieus now.a.days Is considered by tise superfine
apostles ot sweetness and ligisi as an avidence of ima-
beciiity and want cf culture. Much et our current
literaturz is tinged wiîis a cold and heartless scepti-
cisas. It is refiected la the newr'iarars and seeks
vent for itsell in varied spiseres ef iublic lue. It
weuld be thse mecrest affectation te suppose tisat specu-
lative in6idelity was comparatively isarmless. It in-
evitably leads te injulous resuits Il takes (rom life
is grandest purpo3a and meaning. A matersalastic
creed degrades tiacie wise chczisi f t. An clevaated
merality doies net spring tram a Ilgospel oi dirt.11

To tise bsoet struggling mass wisn hase ne time for
philosophac scepticl:m, lite presents only thse sternest
aspects. They see thse grea, and ièowcrful bent only
on selfisis aggrandizement, and luxuriating in lavisis
pler.sure. They se gagantic munopolies rendcring
tise pursuit of isappiness incrcasingly difficult (or tise
great armny cf toilera. Ifhile is net sweîened by the
realicres oft h.d Christian faits, if thec divine hope and
cisarîy are bassished tram tise bo-rnms et thse common
people, need we wondcr if sullen resentanents take tiseir
place. An anarchic spirit is abroad. itisnfot s1 eciaily
con6ined te any crne nation .aust at present. In Russia
Nihdism as raxmpant, destructive, and fiercely in ear-
est. Fcnianismn bas dis nursing ground in thse United
States, and seeks te terronize Great Britain. Coan-
munism, as muttering its maledictions in Paris, Lyons
and MtarseWles. Socilisa la on thse aicrt in Blerlin
and Vienna, and thse Blackc Hand menaces Sk air. An-
archisus have a terrible weapon in dynamite. WVhat is
te be Uic autzame ot ail tiseso ominous forces? WVill
they graduaily disappear and Iea"e noecvii effects be.
hind? or arc they the presage oftsmpending revoluations
destined te shake the~ nations? A re-censtructiots
there certaivi' .jrjj be- Thse storan will pass away.
Faith and free.Jomi will emerge trom thse erdeal and
sweep ietis e younger day. Ged will continue ice
speak e t mc and they wiUl laar isis voice. Asnid ail
Uic changou cf tii resticas cpoch there la cone trumis we
cari yet l'atd fast, "Thse Word cf thse Lord endurets
fer ever."1

&11jI1ITHRI AND qHUIROUBI.
MRt. 1019N MITC.IIELI., eider, Blradford, whe ia

about te migrnuet tei North-WVest, bas been pro
sented with anr addrcss and variaus stabstantlal tokenh
oi esteem by fils co.worIkers ln .ho congregatlon in.I
Sabbatis scisool.

Ai a meeting of the Prcsbytcry of Wisitby, rccently
iseld in iiownianvallc, the masser oi erecting ai nevw
(..hurch an tise ;îh concessn of lPickeraing w.%%
taiten up. Delegates troam thse congregation of Si.
Johsn's wcrc hecard. AS'ter a short dascuàsion l wali
derAded te appeli a deputaian, consisting of Rev.
Mlessrs. Roger (Ashittîra, Carmichael (lrooklin>,
Crozter (l'art l'eary a, wlth Mr. M1cLuilocis, eider, te vasai
ithe congregata.in .tu din arly dlate, and couler with them
regarding thse site for thea noir building. Thse ccii ai
the building a to be S*,ooo-Ft.ooi, ai ç<iich bas beca
already raised.

A SACRED. concert and ergan rechai wcre given iast
week in Erskine Cisurcis, Turante, under tise nuspices
oi thec -ongregational Yev .ig le ple's Association
Thse Rov. Mr. Smiths presided. 11 proceedînui
irere opened wlth praîse and prayer. Miss Ceit
gave tise first aumber, "lThse WVay te Paradise," wich
was foliowvcd hy a duett, "lHope Beyond," pleaisingiy
rcndereil by Mliss Scott and Mr. Lye. Mrs. Icard
sang "Came unto Me"I witis god effect. A solo by
Mr. JH. Denuisoa, a readang by Mr. J. IL. Cameron.
andl a sole by Prol. loeinr brougisi the first part ci the
pragramme te aclese lu tise second Miss Scout gave
an excellent anct effective renderiîîg ai "lTse Botter
Land." Mrs. icard, as her number in tis part, gave
"Sireet Spirit liear My Pr.tyer.» Ia a melodious
and pleasing manner, Mrs. Robinas sang, Il onsider
tise Lilles." Solos by Miss Recs and INr. Lye, excel.
ently rendered tinised, a rîcis and vaned pro.
gramme. Several choruses were sung iîti fane
efYect. Mr. Fîiser, by reasson af sudden ilîness, iras
unable te be present, but Dr. Clarke, et Jarvis Street
ilaptist Churcis, ceatnbuted greatly to tise enjoyment
ci Uic evening. He is a fit iterpritter ef isigis dais
music. Mr. flayiey ia ta bc congratulatcd on the
complote success that crowned bis efforts in tise pro.
duction et an admirable entertainsmcnt. A large ansd
appreciative audience were in attendance. Tise pro-
cceds irere fur thse Sabbats scisool.

PRISDYTERY Lil iVta i nv.-Tsis Presbytery met
at Boirmanvilie oz) tise 17ui April. Tisere iras a full
attendance cf niinisteriai members. Thse first sotie-
riant iras occupied iriti tise report et tise Commtcee
on tise State et Religion, toilowed wits a confereace
on tisat subject. Tise session records et Dunsartoa,
Ncwtoriviile, Kendall, Asisburn, and St. Andrew',
Pickering, were examined and attested as carciliy and
correctly kept. Tise treasurer gave in bis repart, also
thse Financial Committec, showing a balance on
isand oi $aoo Commissicrners tram St. John's con-*
gregation, Pic.kering, informed the Presbytery that îhey
purpose building a nevo churcs Ibis summer and
wouid like te appropriaue St,ooo ai tise Endoirment
Farta Fund for this purpose. The Presbytezy
appainted a commitc te mc i mb tise congregation
and confer witis îisem as ta thse best place for building,
and agree te refer to tise Synod tise question if it i
composent for the Presbytery te grant baive te alienate
uhat fund. Messrs. A. Leslie, S. Hi. Eastmnan, J. A.
Carmicisael, and Wa. M. Roger, ministers, and Messix.
Robt. McFarlane, F Blakely, P Nesbit, and J MadilU
eiders, were appeinted comiuissioners te tise Central
Assembly. Thse Rev. Dr. King, ci Toronto, =s
i.ominated as Moderator ef tise General Asscmbly.
Tise Sabisatis scisool report was read and adoptcd and
sent torward te tise Synod's Cammittce. A . r-fteo
on Sabbats, rchooia mll be iseld at Uic next quarterly
meeting. Adr. Spsarser's ressorts for protesi and
appeal were read and ordered te be iransinitted. and
Messrs Drummond and Little were appointcd ta pre-
pare answcrs. Messrs. Eastmnan, Carmicssiel, and
Steele were appoinmcd te receive tise relurnas on
tmnperance and prepare a report fer tie Syriod's
Committce. Messrs. Leslie, Eastman, and Fraser
wore appointer! te cunier witi thse Rev. John Smith
ns te the canvass of this Presbytery in bebL-f et Knox
Coliege Edowmenot Fund. Otiser nattcrs ci leus
interest were dbposed af, anid Uic Presbfter
adjournei to met ait Port Perr an tise 3rd TuesdaY
in July.-A. A. Dra-mond, Pres. Ckerk.
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