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Mg, C. B, RuiuNsuN, Proprietor and Publisher of
THR PRE=~bY IERIAN, sails from New York to-morrow
for a short visit to Bnitain and the Centinent of Eutope.

AN Ldinburgh professor began a sermon the other
day to a large congregation of working people by say-
ing that he would not “ assume a pulpit tone.” Why
should any preacher “assume a pulpit tone” in
addressing working men or any other kind of men ¢
Why should there be a pulpit tone? Why not speak
in a natural tone {a the pulpit as well as anywhero
else/ How docs it come that a preacher who can
address any kind of an audicace 1n an easy, pleasing,
and graceful style often becomes sufl, stilted, and
artificzal in his manner the moment he enters the
pulpt 7 How 1s 1t that a voice which 1s kept without
any effort at medium pitch 1n conversation flies up
into the upper register the moment it begins to preach?
One reason is that the owner of said voice thinks
there should be one tone for the pulpit and another
for other places. Why skould there be? Another
reason 1s that the sermon s written, and it is no casy
problem to deliver wntten composttion 1n an easy
spoken style. A third reason is that the preacher is
earnest and desires to be forcible, and has never
mastered the problem of being forcible without being
tugh and loud. The preacher who has got himsalf
delivered from the * pulpit tone ” and can be forcible
without being loud, has accomplished a good deal.

Tuis question is often asked by parents and Sab.
bath school teachers . * Should children be taught the
¢ Shorter Catechism, though too young to understand
the doctrines of the catechtsm 2™ Most undoubtedly
they should. To have their minds stored and
strengthened with the truth contained in that mag-
nificent compendium of theology—the best the world
ever saw—is a great thicz. In time the young folks
will know the meaning if they know the letter, Than
Doctor Ormiston there is no better authority on this
subject. The Doctor 15 2 liviag example of what the
catechism does for a boy. Here is his own testimony

But I canno! think otherwise thap that a loss is sustaiped

when a catechism is not accurately secited ard taught, and
pestajes from the Word of Lod, more extesu 2 than one or
WO verses, ate pul cummitted to memory.  1am zlad that my
memory in childhood was strengthened and filied with the
** Bother's Catechism,” the ** Shorter Catechism* the Psalms
of David, the Sezmon on the Mount, the entire Gospel by
John, and the Bouok of I toverbs, as also with many excelfent
hymas,
Sabbath school traiming that uoes not embrace the
* Shorter Catechism " 1s apt to produce young people of
the mollusc vanety, They grow up * soft and inart..u-
late ” 1n theology and character, A Presbycerian
Sabbath school that has got toe far “advance?’ to
use the catechism should be called upon to show why
1t showtd exist.  In tact, it ought tn make an apology
for being found 1n existence.

11 seems nuw to be generally admatted that there
1s a sad falling off 1n church attendance in the New
England States. Even as brave and hopeful a journal
as the “Christian at Work ” says “that there is a
a manifold deciine in church attendance throughout

‘¢w Logland 15 assuredly true” Our contemporary
also remarks that “ what 1s wanted is to know the
cause of the decleasion.” That is what we want to
know exmctly New Enp'and is very near Canada.
We are affer ‘ed by every great movement among our
ncighbours. The same causes that dimmmsh church
attendance in New England will be in operation here
very soon if we do nothing to counteract them. The
“Christian at Work ” mentions two causes—“toy
churckes”and “ essay-preaching.” By “toy churches ”
arc meant churches erected in towns and villages

where they are not needed.  With all the Presbyte.
rians and Methodists united into two great bodias we
should not be much in danger from *toy churches"
lo Canada. And cnyway it is not very casy to sce
how too many churches keep people from going to
church, Theo second cause—* essay-preaching ¥ —we
commend to the consideration of our college authori.
ties.  We rather suspect that a more influential cause
than either s lack of parental authority. The young
New Englander was ailowed to go to any church or
meeting of any kind on the Sabbath, and when he
frew up he elected not to go to church at all. The
same cause is at work in too many places in Canada,

HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF.

HERL is a degres of (ascipation in anticipating
the future. Not In the indulgence of bascless
dreams, nor In pretensions of prophetic science, but
in calm, sober reflection on probabilities not by any
means remote.  Forecasting horascopes is the trifling
occupation of the charlatan ; reading the signs of the
times is a duty resting on all who seek to serve their
generation in accordance with the Divine will
“Wisdom and knowledge are the stability of thy
times.” The future lies latent in the present. Tho
ordinary observer of events cannot fail to notice a
striking likeness of the closing years of the present
century to the one that preceded it. Popular unrest
prepared the way throughout France for ‘he dreadful
outburst that ievelled tho bastile with the ground,
blazed into fierceness in the Reign of Terrer, and cul-
minated in the military despotism of Napoleon 1. It
was a time of rampant scepticism. Rousseau and
Voltaire paved the way for Diderot and D'Alembert,
and the French aristocracy and the mass of the people
were saturated with infidelity. They had lost faith
in God, and the future seemed desperate. \We hear
much sentimental nonsense at preseat of reconstructed
morality apart from religlon. But, in thelives of many
of the French philosophes of the eighteenth century,
when religion went morality did not stay behind.
More of them than Mirabeau ¢ swallowed all the for-
mulas.”

We have in these days the samo open disregard of
religion that characterized the closing years of the
cighteenth century. Those that assume to be spe-
cially wise and learned look down with lofty contempt
on people who profess belief in revealed religion, To
be religious now-a.days is considered by the superfine
apostles of sweetness and light as an zvidence of im-
becility and want of culture. Much of our current
literaturz is tinged with a cold and heartless scepti-
cism, It is reflected in the newrmapars and secks
vent for itsel! in varied spheres of ublic life. It
would be the merest affectation to suppose that specu-
lative infidelity was comparatively harmless. It in-
evitably leads to injurious results. It takes from life
its grandest purposc and meaning. A matenahstic
creed degrades those who cherish it. An elevated
morality does not spring from a ‘“ gospel of dirt.”

To the yeat struggling mass who have no time for
philosophic scepticism, life presents only the sternest
aspects. They see the grea: and powerful bent only
oo selfish aggrandizement, and luxuriating in lavish
pleasure. They see gigantic munopolies rendering
the pursuit of happiness increasingly difficolt for the
great army of toilers. If life is not sweetened by the
realities of the Chnistian faith, if the divine hope and
chanty arc banished from the bozoms of the common
people, need we wonder if sullen resentments take their
place. An anarchic spiritis abroad. Itis not specially
confined to any one nation just at present. In Russia
Nihilism 1s rampant, destructive, and fiercely in earn-
est. Fenianism has its nursing ground in the United
States, and seeks to terrorize Great Britain. Com.
munism 1s muttering its maledictions in Paris, Lyons
and Marseilles. Socialism is on the alert in Berlin
and Vienna, and the Black Hand menaces S 2in. An-
archists bave a terrible weapon in dynamite. What is
to be the outcome of all thesc ominous forces? Will
they gradually disappear and leave no evil eflects be.
hind? Urarethey the presage of impending revolutions
destined to shake the nations? A re-construction
there certain'v '¥il be. The storm will pass away.
Faith and freeJom will emerge from the ordeal and
sweep into the younger day. God will coantinue to
speak to men and they will kear his voice. Amid all
the changes of this restless epoch there is one truth we
can yet batd fast, “The Word of the Lord endureth
forever”

Rk nieTERe ARD EHURONES.

MR, Joun MitcngLL, elder, Bradford, who is
about to migrate to the North.\West, has been pre
sented with an address and various substantial token,
of esteem by his co-workers in .ho congregation and
Sabbath school.

A1 a meeting of the Presbytery of Whithy, recently
held in Bowmanwille, the matier of erecting a new
Church tn the ;b concession of Pickering  was
taken up. Delegates from the congregation of Si,
Johin's were heard, After a shost discussion it was
decided to appoint a deputation, consisting of Rev.
Messts. Roger (Ashburn), Carmichael (Brookhn,
Crozier (Port Perry), with Mr, McCulloch, elder, to visnt
the congregatinn «t an early date, and confer with them
regarding the site for the new butlding. The cost of
the building is to be $-,000—81,000 of «hich has been
already raised.

A SACRED concert and organ recital were given last
week in Erskine Church, Toronto, under the auspices
of the ~ongregational Yovag Pe nle’s Association
The Rev. Mr. Smith presided. The proceedings
were opened with praise and prayer. Miss Corlen
gavethe first wmber, ** The Way to Paradise,” which
was followed by a duett, *“ Hope Beyond,” pleasingly
rendered by Miss Scott and Mr. Lye. Mrs. Beard
sang " Come unto Me” with good effect. A solo by
Mtr. J. H. Denaison, a reading by Mr. J. K. Cameron,
and a solo by Prof, Bohner brought the first part of the
programme to aclose. luthe second Miss Scott gave
an excellent and effective rendering of “ The Better
Land.” Mrs. Beard, as her number in tins part, gave
“Sweet Spirit Hear My Pruyer.,” In a melodious
and pleasing manner, Mrs. Robins sang, * Consider
the Lilies.” Solos by Miss Rees and Mr. Lye, excel.
ently rendered fimshed, a nich and varned pro-
gramme.  Several choruses were sung with fine
effect. Mr. Fisher, by reason of sudden illness, was
cnable to be present, but Dr, Clarke, of Jarvis Street
Baptist Church, coatnbuted greatly to the enjoyment
of the evening. He is a fit interprater of high class
music. Mr. Bayley is to be congratulated on the
complete success that crowned his efforts in the pro.
duction of an admirable entertainment. A large and
appreciative audience were in atteadance, The pro-
ceeds were for the Sabbath school.

PRESBYTERY 0ot WH1i18Y.—This Presbytery met
at Bowmanville oo the 17th April. There was a full
attendance of ministerial members. The first sede-
runt was occupied with the report of the Commuttes
on the State of Religion, followed with a conference
on that subject. The session records of Dunbarton.
Newtonville, Kendall, Ashburn, and St. Andrew's,
Pickering, were examined and attested as carefully and
correctly kept. The treasurer gave in bis report, also
the Financial Committee, showing a balance o
hand of $100 Commissicners from St. John's con-
gregation, Pickering, informed the Presbytery that they
purpose building a new chburch this summer and
would like to appropriate $1,000 of the Endowment
Farm Fund for this purpose. The Presbytery
appointed a committee to meet with the congregation
and confer with them as to the best place for building,
and agree to refer to the Synod the question if 1t is
competent for the Presbytery to grant leave to alienate
that fund. Messrs. A. Leslie, S. H. Eastman, J. A
Carmichael, and W. M. Roger, ministers, and Messrs.
Robt. McFarlane, F Blakely, P Nesbit,and ] Madill
elders, were appointed comiissioners to the Cenerd
Assembly. The Rev. Dr. King, of Toraato, was
wominated as Moderator of the General Assembly.
The Sabbath school report was read and adopted and
sent forward to the Synod’s Committee. A c~ferencs
on Sabbash schools will be held at the nexc quarterly
meeting. Mr. Sparser’s reasons for protest and
appeal were read and ordered to L2 transmitted, and
Messrs Drummond and Little were appointed to pre-
pare answers. Messrs. Eastman, Carmichael, and
Steele were appointed to receive the returns oo
temperance and prepare a report for tue Synods
Comimittee. Mesars. Leslie, Eastman, and Fraser
were appointed to cunfer with the Rev. John Smith
as to the canvass of this Presbytery in behalf of Knox
College Edowment Fuod. Other matters of less
interest were disposed of, and the Presbytery
adjourne-l to meet at Port Perry on the 3rd Tuesday
in July.—A., A, Drammond, Pres, Clerk,



