
JuiNE 24thx8. THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

TUE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(Contipiued from last week.)

TeA..SATURDAY, IITII JUNE.
'lt. Asnbly re,.umed at ici a.m., and after the usual

Pr exercises and the dimposal of routine business,
ter edd 10 Consider the report of the Committee appointed
fur i3îder the appointment of a Superintendent of Missions

Tb fltoba and the No, th-West.
'i @repor~t was as follows :

htthe salary of the Superintendent shall be at the
oif ~ 2 ,OOPer annum, and that this amount shail cover

exth P,)S while the Super intendent may be Iabouring
t iQ the Province of Manitoba or its immediate neighbour-
giU that when lie is engaged in viiting distant mis-

Or' 6elds, sucli as Edmonton, the travelling expenses shall
hi 't mal"ter Or special arrangement wiîb the General Assem-
ytton H iii iîson Board.

Wý %That the lRev. James Robertson, of Knox Churcli,
lq'ebe appointed Superintendent of Misàions for the

0'hWest.
Zi'P0 was adopted. Dr. Cochrane, Chairman of

eStern Section of the Home Mission Committee,
ltStfld to communicate with Rev. Mr. Robertson at

The f 1ertain wheîher he would accept the position.
c oSt -0lwing were appoinied to forni the Home Mission

irltefor the year for the Western Section :
Txl Cochrane, Convener; Rev. Messrs. A. F.

C c Warden, W. A. Lang, F. W. Farries, R.
Pbi (R-enfrew). Geo. Burntield, Dr. Smith, J. Cie-

Ï.11--Crozier, E. Cockburn, J. M. King, R. Moodie,
" liel J. Campbell (Flarri-ton), R. Torrance, G.

ý j. Rennie, IL. Currie, W. Walker, R. Hanmilton, D.
k eoA. TIolmie, J. Robt-rtsnn (WinnipeL,,), D. J.
W j. Lsing ; Messrs. T. Go>rdon, T. McCrae, T.

The, d abu oanCtoi
(1rdt. IscussioX of the question aotRmnCtoi
P,,t 0o1 Was then reliuined. Rev. Messrs. Smellie of

lita e'>amîbell of Montrrai, Casey of Elgin and Athel.
0àf Ii' Ylye of Hamilton, Dey of Spencerville, and Wilkins

1:1.eIg1 took part. Thie Rev. Mr. Laing who had sub.
of p eh Original resolution in favour oh the re-ordination
%tairi1 h. priests, replied to, the arguments advanced
laid Is Position. There had been in this diicussion, he

49lXianifest desire to avoid the isiue. In this connec-
lad referrtd particularly to pincipal Grant, who, lie

lelf' (d tried by insincere compliments to overbear hini-
%n0r. Laing), whule refraining froni touching his argu-

heft ,' Against Principal Caven's motion he urged that it
tu dAo r a, they were ; that, so far, the practice had been

tirglt Without re-aidination, and this motion would
% >el C0 nirm this prictice. He denied that this was a

the Y1 ltoretical question. It ditalt with the reception of
taa rtts %ho were knocking at the door of the Cburch, and

tttuta thoroughly practical matter. If there were good
th 4 a pritst should be admitted without ordination

>ith .gul4~tion he wished to establish could lie dispensed
01 htCase.

te4teamnenît of Principal Caven beirig put against
>hile 19'1al motion of Mr. Laing, there voted for nt 106,

Thor the motion there were 67.
folî,, amuendment of Principal Caven, which was 10, the

ç.Ttngeffectý was accordingly declared to be carried :
tri44heGenetaI Assembly do not find il necei-sary 10 comte

QuiY dlieiaceon the gt7ne ai question of the re-ordina-
9pplao' elPiiests of the Church of Romne who shall mike

bi Ctr ube admitted t,, the ministry of this Church,
P?;ePesse ils readineirs at ail tumes to give direc ions to

rjterieg in cases of practical diffiz-uhry in which the
D~IOW raised may bc involved, and followmng its

t5kh 'Qthe [a t, reserv -s to itself the riglit of dealinq wi. h
C414ri oaef rtception inro the ministry of the Presbyterian

Mr. , lits merits aï the sanie may emerge."
~el în recorded his dis-cnt.

I3tte r. Jenkins, by permis-ion of the house, then sub.
tiia 'le5 rOt on the: new hymnal. It gave a very en-

ri 'V~ ie of the state of matters, financially and other-
it~~Q aan received and adopted-îhanks to, the Coin.-

e r @Seialy 10 the Convener, being very cordialhy

Çà ra.Stb]Y then adjourned. to meet on Monday at

MONDAY, 13TH J UNE.
Moe rlAssembly resumed business at ten &.m.;

4th ltrin the chair. The fir.;t business taken up
%ittd eOnsideration of the report on Sabbath schools, sub-
lit " t a previou sedieruint.

Rtis Mir. Mackay, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Par.
'4thas follows:

tu th e Assembly receive the report and tender thanks
Pieî CotJntee, and especially the Convener, and ex-

qd%81"'fctonwith the fuller rcturns made by the Syn.
lei he h 1 that the increased interest and progresu

ý11rb eb r shew may continue ; and further, that the
%r y Prv of the Sabbath School Course of Study,

'4t >tby the Committce and rcceived by the Church,
0i. ý' h Outline proposed be commitied 10 the Asseni-

~oi14%Otteeiî, as the line of instruction for next year, and
the C"ded bY fhl Assembly 10 the favourable cônsideration

1.~ Urh a _nd that the last Sabbath of September be

bath schools, and furîher recommend that on the hast
Sabbaîh of September special prayer be offdred fir the
youth of the Churcb, in accordance with the recotumenda.
tion of the report."

In the course of his remarks Mr. L-ing paid a just com-
pliment 10 the zeal and energy displayed by the Convener
of the Committce, îhough, be added, he was not able
to agree with that gentleman on every point in conneci ion
with Sabbath schools. He did not believe in thet ys
tem of prizts for proficiency in the stuIly of the Word of
God, and couhd flot acquiesce in the idea of fathers and
mothers being superseded in the instruction of thtir children
by boys and girls under twenty, simphy because these had
quahiie- thernselves inîellectually to receive a certîficate.

Dr. Macdonald, of Hamilton, seconded the amendment.
Dr. Mackay, Prince Edward Island, stronghy objected to

the ameudmnent, which he said, if carried, would pracîically
be a vote of censure on the Committce in general, and on
the Convener in particular. It was necessary, lie conîended,
for Sabbath school teachers Io be not mercly God-fearing,
Christ-ioving persons, but ahso 10 be thoroughly trained s0
as bo be able 10 impart initruction in a regular, systematic
and profitable manner. On a vote being taken, Mr. Laing's
amendment was carried by zoo to 32. Dr. Mackay re.
corded bis dissent.

The State of Religion report was next takcen up and its
consideration resumed. Tiie following resolution was unani-
mouNhy carîicd :

" That the report be received and adopted. The Generai
Asembly, at the sainie tume, expresses its satisfaction at the
evidences given in the report of steady progres-. in dîfferent
departanents of Chris ian ife and work, e<ptcialhy as regards
attendance on and interest in public ordinances. famuly wor-
slip, missionary zeal, and tht grace of Cnristian Iiberality.
Stiih, in the wide prevalence oh ukewarmness and worldiy
conformiy ; in the tendency to substitute the forni for the
power of godliness ; in the continuance, though bappily in
a few cases in a diminishing degret, of certain periodicai
evals, which have ever proved formidable obstacles Io the
rise and progrcss of religion in the soul and in society,
tle General Assembly flnds abondant ground for humiliation
before God. In adopîing the recommendat ions of the Coim-
mitîee, the General A-ssembly remits it 10 sessions and
Presbyteries to take nider that tl.-se be faithfuhly carried out
10 the end, that our beloved Zion may lie bhessed yet more
than beietofore with tumes of refreshing froni the presence
of the Lord."

In connection with this subject, Mr. Laing, seconded by
Dr. Cochrane, moved :

1'That this Ass;embly, under the deep conviction that the
immorality, unbelief, and religious indifférence, which are
50 prevalent, and which we dephore, hive their origin in
ignorance of God and His revealed wilI, and in the conse.
quent absence of the 'fear of God,' which is ' the begin-
ning of wisdom,' and deeming il of vital importance that our
children and youîh be tauglit 'to fear God,' 10 be subject
to the powers tbat be, and 10 bonour ahI men, do respect-
fully but raraestly urge upon the educational autborities of
the several Provinces tle duîy and necessiîy, in view of the
highest interests of the nation, of having Scripture trutl and
Chaistian nioraliay taught in our public institutions of learn-
ing in sudh a way as, while respecting the righîs of con-
science of any parents who ohject, mnay serure this end,
which tle vast majoriîy of Christian people desire, and
further instruct the Committce on the State of Religion to
bring tbi-; malter under the notice of the other Piotestant
Cburches, and earnestly 10 invite their co-operation in tlus
seeking to have the ri.sing generation taught the principles
of eternai trutl, righteou-ness and love."

A c -nsiderably iengthened discussion followved, sheéwing
vety considerable diversiy of opinion on tle subject. Mr.
Murray, of Hfalifax, concended tIaIttre was no gîvarantee
that the teacht-ra% in public schooliswcre religious men and
women, and tht therefore the plan of committing tle relig-
ioui instruction of children 10 their care ought 10 be re-
ceived with the greatest caution, The parents, Sabbath
schools and churches, le c.'ntendcd, were tle legitimate
means for imparting sudh instruction, and il was a reflection
on their fidr-lity 10 shift, or 10 attempt 10 shift, lIat work 10
other shoulders.

Mr. Black, of Montreal, deprecated the Assembly taking
any action in the malter, alleging that before leadetrs couhd
becomingly be asked 10 impart religous instruction there
wouid have 10 le some means for ascerlaining that lhey
theniselves were religious, and that led up necessarily 10 the
advancement of religion by the State an h to the whole
machinery of religious tests. He thought Presbyîeries and
Synods ought to be left t0 dispose of such matters. Mr.
Clarke, of Maitland, and Professor Hfirt, stronghy favourcd
thc proposal. while Messrs. Wilkins, Beckett, and McKin-
non, opposed.

Rev. Mr. Fraser moved in amendasent to the effect lIat
as the Bible mght now be read in schools, no deliverance
shouhd le come io by the Asisembly.

Rev. Mr. McCriaig, of Kingston, seconded this motion,
and said that as the Asseanbly was net a unit upen the sul-
jet il would le well fur Mr. Laing te wiîhdraw lis resolu-
taon. It was easy t0 make a speech in favour of reading
tle Word of God in tle schools, but il was sbewn lIat if this
was flot now donc il was the fault of the trustees. Ht ob-

jr-cted strongly le tht proposition 10 heave the îeaching froan
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tabhish any satisfactory systern of moral educatien. Ht
spoke froin twenty-five years' experience in connection with
the schoohs.

Rev. Dr. J -G. Forbes, of St. John, moved an amendmntt
to tle amendment, whacl was stconded by Rev. Mr.. Mur-
ray, of Halifax. tu tht cffect lIat members cinder the juris.
diction of tle Assembly should do ail in iheir power tu ad-
vance tle inlerests of moral teaching in tht schools. Ht
urged lIaI after the long and intense struggie with tht
Roman hierarcby, by means of which tht fate schooli of
New Brunswick lad been established. it would be most un-
wise to give the oppontents of the schoohs any opportunity to
re-open that question and force their supporters lo go through
the fight again.

Tht malter lad not been ditposed of wlen tle hour of
adjourniment arrived, and ils reconsideratien was rtsuaned
on Tuesday morning. Thougl iti is a little out of place, we
may add that aiter a few more speeches lad been delivered
generally rather opposed ta tle resolution, on motion of
Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, Toronto, tht proposal of Mr. Laing
was ail but unanimously laid on tht table and thus slved,
at any rate in the meantime.

At tle aternoon sederunt of Monday tht new Preshylery
of Sarnia was sanctioned, and il was appointed lIat il should
meet for tle first lime in St. Andrew's Clurcli, Sarnia, on
the second Tutsday of August, wîîh the Rey. Mr. Duncan as
moderator.

Il was agteed ta hold the next meeting of the Assembly
in St. John, N.B., in St. Andrew's Church there on tht
second Wednesday of J une, 1 882.

SUSTENTATION FUND.

Rev. P. McF. McLeod, Toronto, prtsented tht report
of îhe Sustentation Committet, of which tht followiasg l aa
summary:

T'je rcîurns froan Presbyteries shewed that 16 were leartihy
in favour of thc scheme ; 14 Of these unanimnoushy approve
of ail details ; 5 give a modifled approvai ; 12 enîirely das-
approve; 7 simply express a preference for a supplementai
scheme; and 5 desire no0 change. Tht Committe tlerefort
recommcnded that the seheme, as now amended by tht
Committee, be sent down 10 sessions for their consideration,
10 report by tle Ist of Mardli next:; ilat tht Committee le
empowered 10 diffuse information tîroughout the Churcli on
the subjec ; and lIat the Commilcee be tht Revs. D. 1.
Macdonneli, D. M. Gordon, R. H. Warden, Thomas Sedg.
wick, P. McF. McLeod, mini ters; and Mrssrs. RL Murray
of Halifx. Wmn. Roh.b of Montreai, W. B. McMurrich
and J. McLennan of Toronto, eIders, witl tle power of
appoiuîting corresponding menîbers in ecd Presbytery. Tht
scheme, as amended by tle Commit att, is very much tht
rame as that whicl was before the Assembly hast y ar. Ne
congregation is to participat unlesa it conîributes $590 te
the Iund, and n-,es 10 the standard of liberality per famiîy and
member 10 le agreed upon. Every aid-receiving corrgrega-.
taon shall send to tle fund ils whoîe revenue less the amount
of tht houle îent for the minis-er where necessary, and or-
dinary expenses. Faihures 10 fulfil tle crg:%gement toward
tle fund shaîl be dealt wiîl by tle Assembly. Ail congre-
galions aI present on tht supphemented list, nol able ho reach
the amount necessary 10 place thean on tht minimum saipetd
phaîforni, shahl e dealt witl so as most tffectual y îe de-
vehop their resources by mcans of direct granîs on a g.e
basis 10 make up a certain amount, ail the revenue of uch
congregation being sent 10 the funds and arrangements
maut in thcm for regular contribution; 10 the fund as in
these on tle reguhar minimum s'ipend platform. Every
aid-receiving congregation is tu furnisl tht Committe with
an annual staternent of ils acrounts, duhy cerîified by tht
Presbyîery of tle b unds. Fur self-sustaining aid-givi g
congregalions. tle amount each sudca cngregaîlon wilil e
expecîed to contribute 10 the fund will be adjusted by nego-
tiating with t Committee, subjecîte tht sanction oftahe
Presi yîery on a common basis applicable tu thte's bic
Churc-e, il leing unhcrstood that sucli adjusament la not
merant 10 limit thle iierality of sudco cngregat ions, or te
enforce froni iheni any staîed sum. The sustentation lund,

ike ail other schemes of îlte Chuicli, wall rely on tht
fee-wilI offerings of thc people. Remittances are 10 le
made quarîerly, or if this is nol donc, and no0 explana-
tion sent, tle quarterly stipend will be withhld. Ht
thought îley should consider first the différence in tht
princîples of the supplementl and sustentation scîtants.
The former went on tle principhe lIait adli congregalion
sbould provide for ils own minîster, tle Churdli comning in
only an special occasions; the allier, tIaitle Chut ciat
large sliould set thal each of lier ministers was welh sustained.
Tic Iendcncy in Canada was towards Congregationalisin,
and îlcy should like these means 'shicI Providence lad ai-
forded 11cm 10 bning île congregations dloser logether, and
10 bring the miniâlers and peaple intobetler relations wiîl
cach otner. The tendency seemed 10 be ho look upon tle,
minister as a ment hireling, instead of giving hi ail suljeç-
lion in tle Lord. He (Mr. McLeod) believed a sustentation
fund w uld apply much better in Canada than in the
United States. Judging by the experience ofother Clurches,.
litîhe risk was nun in launching a sustentation fund in Can-
ada. It wa sraid île suppirmental scleme was more simple
than tht other, as il was at present wonked in c'>nnection'
with tle Home Mission Board. Il mighl le so, but it did
nol do île work, and if il 'sert alîemptd 10 be eperated


