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During the following Synodical year, no progress
was made in the direction of the long-looked-for union
with the Synod of Canada. Negotiations were not
resumied, and controversy and agnation tended, ap-
parently, to a wider separation.  Storm clouds shaded
the horizon, the more darkly perhaps because soon to
be dissipated by the emerging sunshine of fraternal
love,

MR, M'DOWALL'S CASE.

On the zoth of july, 1536, tle commtice appointed
by Synod miet Mr. MDowall at hingston, and pro-
pounded to han the several guestions prepared for
them. In his replies, he adnutted, st That he was
informed, 1n advance, by Rev, A. Hell, of the wnten
tion of the Toronto Presbytery to overture the Synod
of Canada to admist lnmse f and Rev. W, Bell, and
that he probably approved of 1t, 2ud. That he made
apphcation to the Governor to be allowed to retam
his portion of the Government salary guaranteed to
the Umited Synad, if he should jom the Synod of
Can.ada, 3rd. That he had encouraged the church at
Fredericksburgh to seek a nunister from the Synod of
Canada, pronusaig hes influence to secure for such
minister possession of the church property and a
fiberal personal subscription for hus support; and J4th.
That for the past two years, he had not used the
same intluence in favour of the United Synod as
formerly. He admtted also that he had no wish to
leave the United Synod §f Ae condd not retain the
Government allozcance. “Uhese answers were quite
unsatisfactory, but upon Mr, McDowall's declaration
that he had not “ntenuonally acted with a view of
injuring the United Synud,” the commattee voted to
“rescind the suspension.  The Synod, however, dis.
approved this act of the committee, and put that fact
on rccord at their next Session—June, 1837. Two
months afterwards —August 3oth—Mz. Mclyowall was
reccived by the Presbytery of Kingston (probably
without formal disnussal from the Presbytery of Hol
lowellj, and hi> withdrawal from the United Synod
was announced to the Lieutenant-Governor by Mr.
Smart, as Synod Clerk, in a letter dated December
13th, 1837 just in time to have his name off the roll
before the semi-annual payment of Government
salacies in the folloming January,

COUNTER MEMORIALS.

Under date of December 12th, 1836, Sir Francis
Bond Head, Licutenant Governor, transmitted to
Rev. William Smart, of Brockville, a copy of a mento-
rial from the Synod of Canada’s Presbytery of Toronto.
This memariai asked the continuance of the Govern.
ment grant to other members of the United Synod
who had left, or might leave that body, and become
connected with the Synod of Canada, as it had been
continued to Messrs. Andrew Bell and Duncan Mec-
Millan. As part of the argument for such continuance
the memorial said:

“ A grant of £700 sterling was made to the United Synod
of Upper Canada, 1n 1833, npon the distinet sunderstanding,
origiating with the members of the Lnited Synod them.
selves, that they were (o cunnedt hemseives wath the Syaud
of Canada, sn that the whnle sum granted 'y the Guvern
ment towards the support of the Presbyterian ministers
mught be paid to one body,”

In an accompanying communication the Licuten-
ant-Governor referred to a “pledge” made by his
predecessor, Sir John Colborne, to Messts. Bell and
McMillan, for a continuation of thetr salaries, which
he seemed to regard as binding upon himself

The memorial gave great offence to the ministers
of the United Synod, and, under date of January t7th,
1837, a counter memonal was prepared by the
“Committee of Synod,” signed by William Smart,
Convencr, Robert Boyd, Clerk pro fem., and Wilham
King, and forwarded to His Lxcellency. This coun-
ter memorial denied very emphatically any such
“distinct understanding,” in connection with the grant
of £700 sterling to the ministers of the United Synod,
and quoted, in support of such demal, the official
correspondence on the subject, including the letter
from Sir Jahn Colborne’s Secretary, Col. Rowan, to
which refercnce has already been made. It recited

!

Canada and not the mimsters of the United Synod
having been responsible for the continued separation.

In reference to the * pledge” to Messrs, Beil and
MeMillan, the counter memorial quotes from a come
munication from Col. Rowan, dated 25th Deccmber,
1835, as follows :

** Hhis Excellency requests that it may be understond that
when he 1eplied to the application of several minieters in.
tending to umitc wath the Clmich of Scotland, and especting
the continuance of thetr salatics, he was persuaded that
arrangements would be made by the two Synods for their
union."”

The counter memorial severely criticised the pes-
suasion used by Messes, liell and McMillan, or o
their bchalf, and their act in that ““ they first obtained
a pledge, and then presented a memonal to Sir John
Colborne, praying * their salaries to be continued,” . .
made sure of thewr salanies, and then 1ef: the Umted
Synod.”

After the lapse of almost hall a century, it 18 casy
for the readers of thesc memonals to understand how
honourable siien and carnest Chiristian nunisters, ke
Messrs. Bell and McMllan, could do just what they
are represented to have done, without violating con-
science, or intending any wrong. It 1s evident that
they were themselves * persuaded * that the Unuted
synod would not long hold to its distinet urganization,
after so large a defection, and that its remaning
members would soon follow themselves and Messrs.
Ferguson and Gceorge to the Synod of Canada, [t
certainly could not have required much skill to pes-
suade Sir John Cotborne, when he saw so many leav-
ing the one body, that all would soon be absorbed in the
other ; in which event no onc would then have doubted
the propricty of the mmisters of the United Synod
haviny their salarics continued to them i their new
synodical relation. In reference to the Union, the
counter momorial saud :

* \ive assure Your Faxcellency that we are willing to unite
waithe dSynod of Lanada on just and scnptural grovnds: but
vacwer than lutm a utuul on the et projpuscy, we would
relinquish all just claims to the Royal Grant of £500. . . .
Should we fortn a union witn the Synad of Canaida, cast our
probationets upon the wotld, and tepulse every Gmll{ and
taithiul minister ftom our communion and most fond em-
‘races, who may arive in the Provinee, sorcly the biack
injustice af the art wauld call awn the vengeance of a just
and nghtcous God on our guilty heads.”

In conclusion this counter memorial said

“ We beg leave to state to Your Fxcellency that by con-
unuing Mr. Bell and Mr. McMillan on our list of s2laries, it
will encuurage ccclesiastical descrtion, promote strfe and
cavy, and cxcite feelings cuntrary to the Gospel of Jesus
Chrst, which ate, on all oceasions, to be avoided, Your
Excellency was plcased to say to us that we might *expect
even-handed justice* from you, and we ncither desire nor
ook for mote.  We, theicfore, pray Your Exceilency to re-
cunsider the case and to transfer Messts. Iell and McMillen
1o the bis? of the Synod of Canada to which they now belong,
tor thear salanies ; and consign to the United Synnd of Upper
Lanada the free appropnation of the whole of the £700
sierling which was unconditionally granted by His Majesty's
Guvernment fur the suppuit of sud Synod.”

Atthenextannual meeting(soon to be referred to)the
Committee of Synod reported their action, including
the presentation of the counter memonal, which was
“approved, and a vote of thanks was unanimously
passed” It was evident that there were to be no
more individual secessions to the Kirk, but that the
remaining members of the United Synod, with their
vecessions, would cling to their independent organiza
tion until 1 Union rould be effected “on just and
seripteral grounds.”  Such a Union was agparently
afar off.

SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The sixth annual mecting of the United Synod was
held at Prescott commencing Monday, June 19th,
1837  Present Messrs. Smart, Boyd, Lyle, Anderson
and Dickey,from the Presbyteryof Brockville, Messrs.
King, McClatchey, Nichol and Cairns, from the Pres-
bytery of Toronto, and Mr Douglass from the Pres-
bytery of Hollowell, ministers, w'th John MecCrady,
Matthew MclIntosh and John Harkness, fromn the
Presbytery of Brockville, elders. Rev. C. Nichol
preached the opening sermon, and Rev. Robert Boyd
was chosen Moderator.

Address to the Queen.— An address was adopted ex-
pressing sympathy with the “illustrious descendants
of the Royal Family,” on account of the death of King
William the Fourth, and congratulauing Queen Vic-
toria on her accession to the throne.

Commaltee of Synod.—Messrs. Smart, Bovd, King

bricfly the history of the negatiauons for union, and ! and McClatchey were appointed a Committee of Synod
declared, in substance, that, had there been such an | for the present year.

understanding, it had been impossible to carry it out

Transferred.—The Presbytery of Toronto reported

upon honourable or scrptural terms, the Synod of | that Rev. Charles Nichol had been transferred to

-

the church of Toronto Township, where he was in-
stalled September 21st, 1836,

The Bidle Canse.~" Rev. Mr. Smart, agent of the
Uritish and Foreign Blible Society, presented an ap.
peal to the Synod in behalf of that institution,” which
was approved and ordered printed in an appendix to
the minutes of this Session,

Thanks for Aid in Parliament.- A strong vote of
thanks to Col. William Chisholm, M,P.P, was passed
for “his indefatigable cxertions and distinguished
abilities in defending and promoting the just claims
of the United Synod . . . . in Provincial Parliament.”

Adjourned to meet at Nelson, June 24th, 1838,

APPEAL FOR AUGMENTATION.

Under date of March a8th, 1838, the Committee of
Synod in session at Prescott adopled a memorial to
the Queen carnestly appealing in the name of the
Synod, for an augmentation of the Royal Grant so
that scven members not now provided for could par-
tcipate.  After reciting something of the Synod’s his.
tory as successor of the Pioneer Presbyterian organi.
zation in Canada, and declaring the constant Christ-
ian loyalty of their ministers to the British Throne
and Constitution, as especially indicated by members
of their congrogations being among the first to rush
to posts of danger at the breaking out of the Mec.
Kenzic Rebellion, the memoralists said - * Therclore,
cqual in danger, in taxation and loyalty, and ever
ready to uphold British supremacy against Republic
can institutions, we justly claim from your Majesty
equal favours and equal libertics.,” ‘The memorial was
transmitted to the Queen by Sir George Arthur, then,
Lieutenant-Governor.

SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The seventh annuzl meeting was held in the Pres.
terian Church, Nelson, commencing June 24th, 1838,
Present Rev. Messrs. Smart, Boyd, Kung, McClatchey,
Juhnson, Cairns, Porter, Douglass, Rogers and Alex.
ander Lews (the latter having been adnmutted to the
Presbytery of Toronto during the past year), with
clders Duncan McQueen, Thomas \Valker, James
Curry, Samuel Rogers and John Polly. Rev. Robert
Boyd, from Acts xv. 6, preached the opening sermon,
in defence of the Presbyterian form of Church govern-
ment ; after which he was re-clected Moderator.

Corresponding Member~Rev. Isaac Purkis was
invited to a seat as corresponding member, and his
name appears in the roll of the Presbytery of Toronto
of that year as located at Sumcoe. Afterwards he was
on the Synod’s roll as of Osnabruck.

Address to the Licutenant-Governor.—A compli-
mentary and congratulatory address to His Excel-
lency, Sir George Arthur, was adopted. [t contained
the following duseness sentence ;. ““ We look 10 your
Excellency with the utmost confidence that equal
sights, simmuntties and privileges will be extended to
us by the Government, with other religious denomina-
tions in the Colony.”

Defective Minutes—The only copy of “extracts
from the minutes” for the year which has been found
is very incomplete and fragmentary. It is evident,
however, that no action was had or proposed on the
subject of union.

UNION NEGOTIATIONS REVIVED,

On the gth of April, 183y, within the Committee room
uf the Legislative Council in Toronto, was held a2 mect-
ing, or conference, of certain nunisters, elders and
members of the Presbyterian Church of Canada incon-
nection with the Church of Scotland, with Rev. Wilham
King of the Unmited Synod, and William Chisholin,
Esq,, the special friend of the latter body 1n the Parlia-
ment.  Hon. William Morris, M.L.C., read a letter
which had been addressed by himself and nine other
members of the Legislature to “the commission of
Synod of the Church of Scotland in Canada,” urging
the adoption of measures to bring about the speedy
admission * of the ministers and congregations of the
United Synod” to the Synod of Canada, as a step
necessary “in the present crisis of the Clergy Reserve
question.” After deliberation, a series of resolutions
=ere passed, of which two were as follows :

II That this meeting do strongly recommend that the ad.
mission of the said ministers and congregations into the
Synod of the Preshyterian Church of Canada in union witk
the Church of Scotland should take place with the least pos-
sible loss of time, for this, among other reasons, that the
arrangement of the details of a measure for the partition of
the Clergy Reserves now before a select committee of she
House of Assembly, will be facilitated by such admission,
The members of that House in the present meeting having
declared that they consent to keep back the special mention
of the ministers of the United Synod in the plan of the above




