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ways by whichi this end may be reachied. .ù. the first place,
that dictuin of Pope, wvhichi slighitly iiiodified, lias seemed to
foriii a part of the intellectual creed of rnost of us:

'ILUt each t4Žach ot.htŽrs who tâcinsclves excel,
And censure frecely wluo have spoken l

miust go once for ail. It is not necessary to show both the
irnpracticahility of workzingr accordling, to this, andl the fallacy
of tu-le principle it involves. Needless to say, that to work ac-
cordingy to this law itself wvoutld diminishi our stock of critics
fifty per cent, and that, the principle it involves ,,vould, if uni-
versally applied, prevent us frorn pronouncing, on a bad eggc
until we hiad miade a good one. Yet is not thiis principle thie
one hchis ohtained in inany instances, whien one reminbers
that mnen hiave feit aggorieved whien their w~orkz has been criti-
cised by one less capable of éreatingr a better fabrie than thiat
in which fie presumcde( to find such glarinlydefects? W\e fo-ret
thiat the critical po-wcr of the intel lect of ten rea(.e.es its cul niiii-
ation Nvhen dissociated fri'o the ecative power. Why canniiot
the critie have the courage to avail hirnself of the opportunii-
tics afilorded by his office to challenge the appropriateness
of an expression vvihich lie thinks inaccurate or inappropriate ?
Hie inay mniae iiistakzes sonietinmes. %ve ail nakze inistakzes, but
it is flot absohitely necessary that hie shotilc alwaiys speak
positi-vely, if I aun aijudge in thiis matter. HIis every utteratice
need not be ex cathedra, if indeed any nced be. If the one
criticised is right, then the critie wvill learn a lesson, but if the
critic is righit then the one critieised w~ill learii a lesson, while
the audience in most instances wvill learn a littie bit. Ail then
are beinefited, somne having their righit opinion more firniy
cstabiishied, othiers having their wronc opinion set aright.

It rnay be thouglit that a senior would consider it a grreat
humiliation if he founci imiself Nvrongr in his criticism of
some expressior or statement of a junior, but surely in Our
Literary Society w'e can meet on the sanie level and enjoy
mutual benefits. Nothing would be, more hielpful in toningr
Up our general knowledgye and in begetting a lively interest
in our society than criticism, made for the sole purpose of
benefitingr ail, the critie included. Away with anytliingr like


