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(COINTINVED.)

In aformer article weha»t endeavor-
ed totrace, briefly, those causes which
have led to the overcrowding of the
non-productiveoccupations,withtheir
effcrts in increasing tht population of
the towns at tht expens of the coun-
try, and to point out how this has
tended to reduce the total production
of the community, and consequently
to make it poore. In the piresent
article, taking for our text again our

decresig rural population, we would
wish to deu] xvith another set of
caues, which have, no doubt, been in-
shrumental to a verv considerable de-
grec in bringing about the Iprest
undesýrabje state of affairs. In this
paper, then, we mill deal with those
conditions which have enabled certain
classes -dfour town population to, en-
rich thaseves at tht expense of our
agricultura ldasses, thus, by making
the conditions of country life harder

*than thty would o)therwi.e be, tend-
ing to drive our population from the
country to the town.

Froni a ver v earlv date, tlios who
have been engage in those occupa-
tions, carried on in townsi, have been
organized for mutual help and Protec-
tion. This "ystem of orgamea&tion,
whlle probably as ancient almoot as
the customi of building towns, had its
origin. as fair as modemn conditions
are coien the troublons times
succeedin the dissolution of the
Roman mpire in Europe. It was
rendered necessary by the rapacityr

and tyranny of the numerous lords
who oppre-s1 the people at that
time, but was possible only to, those
who lived ini the towns, and hence
were able to, act in unison against
their oppressrs. The country people
were too, scattered, to, offer any effec-
tive resistance to their tyrants.
Hence we find, exaii.n the history
of these times, thatthecountry people
were in a condition of sergulm or
vassalage to, their lords, while the ini-
habitants of the town were rich,pros-
perous and firee. But these tiunes
passed. -The authority of the
barons was swallowed Up inl the
power of central national govern-
mient, and the people of the country
became as firet as those of the town.
Tht towns, however, still retained
their dystenîs af organization, but in-
stead of using the power which they
thus. obtained, to defend themielves
against their r Pmies, they used it to
secure as much as possible of tht
wealth of tht community for theni-
selves, by restricting competition
among thtir citimens and promnoting
unîty of action, that thty might exact
more for their labor firom the coin-
mun ity at large, than tht, ciculd oh-
tain without such united acion. Thc
distinctive function of the towu is tto

manuactre and distibute for the
country. Hence we find among mer-
chants and manufacturers, more than
among other classes, these attempts
to exact moire than the just reward
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