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# Thon ¢ ske the 0. L. 8. 0. phaso of
the prospd of, ono hundred thounsand
persons ret vling in_carefully prepared
lings, on: &{ (hjecta which cannot fail to
develop th eir better faculties, What
does it ma n for the future? I cannot
tell { it is hoyond my comprehension.
T look upa n the 0, L. 8 C as ono of
the most fix v-reaching, in its possibilities,
of any ins trumentality which has yet
been deviw 'd for the intellectual eleva-
tion of om race. Tlat-the interest in
the coursd is not a transient one is
evident fr¢ym the fact that nearly, it
not quite, all of the graduates of the
present yei o havo oxpressed théir in.
tention to continue the worlk-in. the
gpecial coy vses provided. This is a
result whiizch Dr, Vincent has con-
fidently excpected from the outset; it
ig a life-lon, g course of study.

« And 80 Isay, Chautauqua for ever !
and may Clod bless and preserve Dr.
J. H. Vincent, the beloved king of
Chautauqua.”
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N aaman the Leper.
BY ROBERT AWDE, ESQ.

{We havey pleasure in presenting this
admirable poem, which so well illustrates a
renent Sund.ay-school lesson.—EDp.]

CoME with nie, reader, over sea and land,

Lend car and heart, and dll you can com.
mand,

And we, pexchance, may then with keener

zest
Resume the ntudies that woe love the best,

A Syrian hoi ne, palatial in extent,

With ample grounds—iwhere art and culture
lent

A thousand ¢harms of form, of taste and hue,

To make both it and landscape fair to view.

Long golleries limned with acenes of battle
fame

Where S;'riun arms have stamped tho vie.
tor’s naime ; ‘

Here trophitis hang—apoils of successful war

In Palestine and in Egypt far.

Here costly j3ems and ornaments of gold,

A precious st ore, too numerous to be told ;

While skins, rugs, carpets, spread the
ample spiice

YWhere female char.as lend their peculiar
grace.

The grounds were kept with more than’

usual care ; .
Adorned with. trees and flowers surpassing

fair:
Some, with their fruitage, pleased the pam.-
pered taste ;
Somo rich in foliage, others stately graced
The far extending walks, or stood alone
To charm the eye with beauty all their own.
Here fountailns sparkle, rainbow-hued they

ay ;

There mu’rmuring streams o’er cascades leap
in spray,

To'lose themselves in windings through the
dell

The cool retreats where dryads ¥love to

ell,

Here nymph:like forms, ombowered in
sylvan shade,

Invite the wanderer to a peaceful glade

Where, undisturbed in meditation sweet,

The midday hours may pass unknown to
heat.

Here comes the owner.
bower,

His loved retrcat near by the watchman’s
tower,

From vghich the view, extending far and
wide,

Commands the plain for miles on either aide ;

'\Vhil?l near at hand, in bright, translucent
sheen,

Rolls on the Phdrpar, zet in fadeless green,

Here voicing anthems o'er its rocky bed,

There in the plain a belt of silver spread—

Behold the man we've come so far to ses :

Naaman, lord. A warrior brave is he,

A genoral bold, ‘A mian of high renown.

A royal favourite, King without a crown.

A mighty man in battle, Seo his shicld,

Diutgd Sr.d hacked on many a hard-fough’

ol

Where Isracl’s foemen met him in the fight,

And I?rgel’é king had learned to fear his
might.

For hug he not victorious borne away ; ...

A host of captives taken in the fray., .5 =

Seo his favourite

3
t

Both male and fomalo swolled tho vietor's
tran —

And lerael wept, hor captives worse than
slain

These were at rest 3 thore, viatims of o fato

All might conjecturo, nono might mitigate.

Yot special graco was not unfrequent shown,

And some were treated even as their own.

Hence do wo find to Doniel and his friends,

Tho' captive held, the Court madoe such
amends

As royal favour linked to merit won,

Tho’ jealuus princes grioved the justice done,

So in Naaman's household wo shall find

A Jewish malden sorving the refined

And noble Thesma—proud Naaman's wifo—

Whose favour won is worth far more than
life

She reigns an Emprees in her own domain,

Her word appoints and rules the courtly
train

Of meck attendants waiting her command ;

While one alone is privileged to stand

Near by her mistress, She is small and
young,

And she alone can speak the Hebrew tongue

Whiﬁh Thesma likes, and oft it suits her

est

To spoak a language foreign to the rest.

Besides tho child ir of such grace and mind,

Of knowledge rare, of manners so refined,

Her mistress loves her, and 'tis plain to seo

Restraint has fled, the maid, tho' slave, is

free,
.Her young heart bounds responsive to the

touch
Of kindly feeling, loves hor mistress much ;
And in her converse freely speaks and tells
Of all the thoughts that in her bosom dwells,

This wondrous freedom, born of innccence

And guileless love that knows of no pretence,

Made childless Thesmn more acutely feel

The hhidlden grief which time could nevor
eal.

One day, when sittins

Telling of childhood

sweet—

Of that dear land the Hobrew loves so well,

She }:pf&ll{le of plagues and judgments that
efo

ab fair Thesma'’s feet,
s days and memories

Their kings and people whon their God
they grieved

By breaking laws which they from heaven
received,

She told of prophets—men who feared not
kings—

Who, quite indifferent to all earthly things,

-erved God alone, who made tho earth, sea,

sky
The sun and moon, and all the stars on high,

“¢“Thege men have power with God,” the

maiden said ;
With His pormission they can raise the

cad.

She told of him who prayed unto the Lord,

And at his cry the dead son-was restored ;

IHow that Llijah prayed it might not rain

For three years and six mionths ; and then
again

Howdat Mount Carmel, on that wondrous

a

When ¥srael’s God heard this samo prophet
pray

First that tho fire from heaven might come
and burn

The sacrifice ; and that the Lord would turn
His people’s heart' from idols. How God

. hear
And answered him. Then when he prayed

again
And asked the Lord, He sent abundant rain.

And as the little maid rehearsed the tale, | O

More than romantic, Thesma listened, pale
And all absorbed, drinking hor every word,
The maiden, sighing, said, ¢ O that my lord
Were with Elisha, prophet, could-it be

He would restore him of his leprosy.”

This word of faith fell on the listening ears

Of Thesma, and her oyes were filled with
tears.

The maiden seeing, with much feeling said,

‘ The God, who at the brook Elijah ged 4

Whoﬁmised the widow’s son ; who sent the

re;

Can curo Nuaman if he so desiro,

0 tl}at n;ly lord would seck the prophet’s
ace

The God of Yeracl is the God of grace.”

A great hopo-entered Thesma’s heart,
spake

TUnto a courtier, asking him to break

In gentle words the matter to the King

Benhadad, Who said, * Go to, go and bring

Naaman, for him surely will I send

Bearing a letter to the king, my friond ;

And with a goodly present in hig hand

Bespeak tho boon I cannot well command,”

She

So journoyed Naaman, with courtly train,

A royal chariot, and o guard of men

Al “armour-clad, mounted on sprightly
stecds,

And full provisioned for prospactive needs,

Fhey reach Samaria, the royal home

Of Joram, and announce that they have
comae

From King Benhadad on important quest,

Bearing o letter with his seal impressed.

King Joram reads: * Behold, T sent to thee

Naaman, to bo healed of lepiisy.”

With consternation in his kiugly face

Jehoram raid, ** I am in wrotched cuse,

Seo how this Iking Benhadad secks to make

A quarrel with me. Wherofore should he
tako

This strango device ! My fears ngain rovive.

Am I a God, to kill and make alive,

That ho should send his servant unto me

That I may heal him of his leprosy?™

Alas ' he cried, and rent his clothes in griof,

And Naaman turned oand went without
rolisf

Elisha hesrd what Israel’s king had dono,

And sent a message, **Sond this seeking one

To me, and heo shall know there is a God

In Isracl,” Then, leaning on his ro¢

Or staff, Elisha prayed, O Lord God, hear

And answor give while yot he draweth
near.”

So whon Naaman came along that way

Elisha sent his servant out to say,

¢ Go wash in Jordan seven times, and then

Thy flesh, e'en as a child’s, shall come
again,”

Which, when Naaman heard, he fumed in

rage,

“I surcly thought he'd come forth and
assuage

By word or contact this my foul complaint ;

But ho insults me, And as if constraint

Of prido or loathing kept him from my sido,

Sends -me a message, ¢Wash in Jordan's
tido !

Must I, in presence of his countryimnen,

‘Thus stoop to him to wash, and wash again

Even geven times, as tho’ I wore impure?

I would prefor somo less degvading curo,

Arbana, Pharpar, our Damascus streams,

Are better far than Jordan, the’ it gleams

Through yonder trees with beams of
heavenly light,
Turn, horsemen, turnt Lead on! I hato

tho sight,”
His servants loved him, and in tears drew

nig
Ono spak’o. “My father, would’st thou not

comply
If ho some hard thing had required of theo?
Much mloro,‘then, this, Wo near the river,
see
Behold a pathway leading down, I pra
Theo bo entreated, turn not thou a\gny{,”

Naaman's pride was humbled, for ho saw

That true obedience is tho test of law;

And s0 ho gat him down in humble mien

And_dipped, and dipped soven times, and

. ho was clean!

Wnthkgtrango delight he looked upon his
skin,

Pure, pinky, soft, a now life coursed within ;

Iis quickened heart the rosy colour threw

Into his face ; he felt that all was new,

Quick he returned with grateful heart to
seo

The man of God; and was surprised when

e
Refused to take n gift, but gladly heard
Him give the glory to’Juhognh, iord
f hoaven and ‘earth, whose power all
worlds control,

Who angwered prayer, and mado the leper
whole. .

R4 * > = - *
Indulgent reader, in this picture sce
The leprous spot a type of sin in theo 3
Thou canst not cure, nor yet thy doom elude
Then listen to the aweet beatitudeo : )
i Bl.cst is the man of lowly, contrite heart,”
Christ never says to such an one dopart, '
]f tl’wu but ask humbly of Him for aid
Tho’ o come not, nor on thy heart bo laid
g;: ll:;'};xdd, yet if i(lll foilith thou but obey

1d command, thy sins shall pas
And, like Naaman, thiu shalt qqukl;uf‘ggly’

Withw;t;.pturous joy, He does forgivo and

Faith and obed
But, blessed t
pure,

Gwe: ﬂ”]o?((ls?jd peace, such as naught else

Ours i tho bliss; the glory is the Lord's,
Toroxto, Sept, 30, 1885,

ience must precede the curo;
ruth, Ile makes the tainted

‘Doubtless you have heard a great deal

Bun-Storms,

Avn things in the univorge aro eo,.
parative,  Could ono faney the iierg.
scopic boings which inhabit o Jpg of
turbid water endowed with intelligencn
thay might bo supposed to study What
they can discover of the great worl
with muth the same sort of wonder
that mon havo in reaching after tho
truths of nstronomy, To their lnigf
exiatonce the usval term of human lit
would be conntless ages, Not to con.
tinuo a vory fruitful speeulation, it may
bo said that wonderful as ig the foliey.
ing account of tho prodigious activity
of the great forces at work in the sun,
theso storms arc not move furious in
cc mparigon with our own than nre ours
in comjmison with those which th-
animaleule experiences in his world,

How can weo, who are bowilder-+

planet’s cyclones aud voleanic erup.
tions, form a conception of the terrible
cnergy of natural oporations on the
gun

Professor Nowcomb suggests that if
wo call tho solar chromosphore an
ocean of firo, wo must remember that
it is an ocean hotter than the fiercest
furnace, and as deep as tho Atlantic is
broad,

If wo call its movemonts hurricanes,
wo must remember that our hurricanes
blow only about a hundred miles an
hour, wkile thoso of tho chromosphere
blow as far in a singlo second.

There are such hurricanes as, coming
down upon us from the north, would,
in thirty seconds after they had crossed
the St. Lawrence, be in tho Gulf of
Mexico, carrying with them the wholo
surface of the continent in a mass, not
simply as ruin but of glowing vapour,
in which tho vapours arising from the
dissolution of the materinls composing
the cities of Boston, New York, and
Chicago, would be mixed in a single
indistu.guishable cloud.

When wo spenk of cruptions, we
call to mind Vesuvius buriing the
surrounding cities in lava, But the
solar eruptions, thrown fifty thousand
miles high, would engulf the whole
carth and dissolve every organized
being on its surtaco in & moment.—
Youth's Companion,

The Mistross of tho White House
to: Girls,

Tue following is an exiract from an
article by Miss Elizabeth Cloveland:
“I wigh gomo strong, bright angel
stuod beforo you just now, whi'a you
read, girls, to flash beforo you, as no
words of mine can, the power you
possess to help or to hinder the cause
of temperanco; to make you feel your
rerponsibility, because you are girls in
this matter ; to shuddor at its weight,
and to nover ceaso trying to fulfil it.

about the value of your smiles; but
do you know the valuoe of your frowns?
What & man must do by a blow 8
womaxn can do by a frown, When the
timo comes that the young man who
now shares his time in your scciety
and tho saloons ; who jokes about tem-
peranco in your presenco, and takes 8
glags, socially, now and then, is made
to feel that theso things cannot bo if
you are to bo hid compaion ab party,
ride, or church; thab'good society can-
not tolerate these things in its mom-
bers ; in short, that this kind of man
is unfashionable and unjopular, then
aleohol will tremblo on its throne, and

the liquor-traflic will hideé its cancerous
face,"—Portland’ Lerald,

and appalled by the fury of _u!
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