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lias been a great source of encour-
agement, and lias led me often to
think less of the trials and difficul-
ties than 1 othierwvise would have
donc. Siuîce 1 wvrote you, the nuni-
ber of Chiurcli members hias been
increased by five. One of them a
young man ivhose case I may men-
tion as illustrating some parts of my
letter. 1 turned aside one Sabbathi,
some five mites out of nîy way, to
preach to a party of men engaged
in building a nev road. 1 found
som-e forty in the camp, differently
employed. Somne playing cards;
soi-e pitching (luoits ; otbcrs wvash-
ing their clothes, S&c. 1 thoughit
them a pretty hard crowd to preach
to. Hovever, 1 introduccd miyseif,
and invited tliein to join nie in the
worship of God. Ail excepting
those at the cards accepted the in-
vitation. At the conclusion of the
service a young mnan came to mie
withi tears in his eyes, and, aftcr
apologizing for what lie considered
an intrusion, hie told me that hie
wvanted to talk to nie privately about
bis soul. 1-le said, "\hile you wvcre
engaged in your first prayer, and
especially while youi Nvere praying>
for those in other lands -%vho tauglit
us flrst to say, ' Our Father whio -art
in heaven, nmy motlier's prayr
flashed across my mmid ; and ail
the ivbile you wvere preachiing 1
thougblt of lier prayers for mie, and

Columbia.

of my own past life, and now, by
God's help, from this day 1 arn de-
termined to live a different life." I
took himi aside; ive talked and
prayed long and earnestiy together,
and, ere wve parted, bie pleaded hard
to get joining the Church, as hie said
bie thoughit it would make him
stronger. And after placing the
matter before him, vith the duties,
conditions, and responsibilities, 1 feit
it anly righit to take lais namne on
trial. That is nowv six months since.
1 saiv imi last about a montlî ago,
%vhen lie informed me that lie %vas
doing wvell and holding on his way.

Th~le finances, 1 amn glad to say,
wvill be about $ioo ahead of Iast
year, and, 1 think, if carefully worked,
this Mission will becomie self-sup-
porting in a year or two. Thiere is
a strong probability of the Canadian
I>acilic lRailvay coming throughi this
section of country, in wvhichi case
this Mission i'ould becoîne inuch
more important, as there are two or
threce centres w'here towns ivould
spring up rapidly. I arn sorry to
say that the constant toil of tbe last
tw'o years is telling on my bealth.
1 think too rnucli in the sadldle, as
well as exposure and unsuitable diet.
Any nman appointed to this Mission
must make up bis mind " to endure
hardness," as hie wviil' be tested both
physically and mnorally.

Feoii the "Zlluestra/edi C/iris/ianz Weeky."

BRIG. -GEN. 0. O. H-OWVARD :
Si;r,- At your request I have plea-

sure in detailing the recent flattering
interest in educational affairs mnani-
fested by the Stickeen Indians of
Alaska, whichi,,%vith the encourage-
ment of citizens and others, it is
hoped may result in the establish-
nient of a permanent school and
Mission for that people in the
vicinity of Fort \Wrangel.

You are fully aivare of the wvhole-
somie pro,«ress in Indizin civilization
wvroughit at Fort Simnpson, B3ritish,
Columbia, under the direction of
Rev. Thos. Crosby, of the Canadian
Methodist Churcli, as well as by the

adjoining Church of England Mis-
sion at M%,etlah Catlah. Fort Simip-
son is distant froni Fort Wrangel a
voyage of but three or four days by
canoe through uthe straits, and during
the sullmer Of 1876 inany Simpson
Indians visited Wrangel seekingand
obtaining employmient in the various
industries fosterecl by the mines.
Fainiliarly known aniong miners and
residents as " -\-r. Crosby's Indians,"'
their decency and upright conduct
early attracted iny favourable notice.
1 observcd that theylhabitually ceased
fromn %ork on Sunday, engaged ini
religioxs wvoiship, and beliave gener-
alIy like Chu istians. Later, through


