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THRE Amuw'n.

svhich should he reserved for the person pro-
posed by the Canon, and that they would give
orders that preparations should be made for
his reception.  ~

In the course of the time intervening bet+veen
the applic'nion of the Canon at the Admralty
and receiving the answr, he had had several
conversations with his daughter rup:.cun-v this
affair; he urged ker by ali the incansin haspow-
ertodivert her thoughts fiom Livncl—spoke of
his own views regarding ber fatore weifare—
conjured her, by the Cuty and obedience she
had ever exerciscd toward lim, not tu depart
from it, and at last succecded in gamang from
her a solemn promis., that, as ske should
never be foreed to marry against herown con-
sent, so she should never do so agamst that of
her father.

“ Dear father,” sa:d she, “I ever have obey-
ed you, and I solemaly promise I will do som
this, though :t should be death to me.”

Having recerved this solomsn assurance from
his daughter, the Canon sent agrin for Mr.
Weston and told lum of the promise he had
recaved from Margaret, adding, that he knew
her firmness of character too well 1o fear that
she would break it; avowed his own fixed and
unalterable determination never to consent (o
a marnage between Lionel and his danghter—
shewsd lum the answer he had received from
the Admiralty office, and requested him tourge
Lionel 1o accept the appontment, which if he
id, he world use alt his influence 10 gain his
promotion and ever advance his welfare in
other respects, whenever an opportunity per-
mitted hum so0 10 do.  Mr. Weston replicd that
on his part, ke would accept it onn Lehalf of
L:one!, and when he returned acquaimt him
with all that had passed, and doubied notthat
when he knew the Czaon's determination re-
garding his daughter, and consulered the ad-
vantages hkely to anise from being engased m
an houourable service, with powerful {riends
ready and willing to promote ins mteresy, add-
od w0 the persuzsions of himsclf, he would
readily depary, sf only for the sake of leaving a
Jocalay whete trouble and sorrow would he
cver ;ﬁmy should he remaim.

Mi. Weston returned home determined that
uothg shou!c be wanting on his part 10 in-
duce Lioael 1o accept the appoiniment now
offered him ; for independent of his desire 10
bring this unhappy affair 20 a trrmination it
was what ke long had desired; but alihongh
hiaving cons: 'icr*b!e intcrest. he refmined from

mcking application himscl, fearing that lus

interest would not prove sufficient to get Loz
¢l an appointment.

That evening Lionel retarned home. Havir
delive. ed despatches which he had brough
from the place to which he had carried th
form.r, and divested himself of ali responsibz
ity of the scrvice in which he had been en|
ployed, ke was pieparing to go out, but wa
arrested in his progress, by his father, why
desired him to fullow him into hisprivate offica|

When they wereentered and the door closz
his father commenced the conversation, b
stating to him that, in his opinion, 1t was hi
time that he should engagen some profession
by which to support himself and take a racy
in society. He then acquainted him of
appointment awaiting his acceptance, told h
by whose interest 1t had been obtained, and ¢
promises which accompanied uts offer. Th:
instant the Canon’s name was mentioned 2
the procurer of the 2ppointment w:th the exy
dent anxicty that he should accept it, a calf
sweat came over all his frame, and he turne
paldas death, for in an instant he percavy)
that the attachment between Miss De Ver
and himsclf had been by some means discover
ed, and that this was for the purposc of send|
ing him from her.  His father, observing bz
agitation, spoke in an affectionate manner, any
said, #* My dear boy, I sce by your looks, thz
vou have forcbodings of iY), and I think itm;
duty to let you know the worst at ouce, thr
you may with that good sensc, and in accord
ance with that firmness of purpose which i
know you possiss in t high degree, meet vou
misfortone with courage and fortitude; an
endeavonr to gather all the good you
thongh the opportunitics affarded todo so corz|
mence and spring from what at first will =
doubt render vou for a time wreiched am
miscrable. In short all you fear has take
place—the attachment existing belween yo
and Miss De Vereisdiscovered.” Hethenre
latcd o Lionel alt that had passed during hs
absence—told him of the determimazon «
Canon Dc Vere, and also of the prormse Mar
raret had made to her father. During thy
recital Lionel had sat moilonless as a staiee
his cves fixed on his father, and the palenes
of his cuuntenance incrcasng “tll he had as
samed the appearance of a corpse. When by
father had ceased speaking, he remained me
tionless for a few manutes, whea suddenls
springing from lis chafr, he exclamed, “ P
ther—~dear father, if you love me—if you harwe
onc spark of affcction for me, sinke—sink
medead at your foct!"—when smking 2=




