
LIUS l'X .-AD T/Elt 1CUAE CONlC£l'l'ION.

Comnt NliasLii Fetrti

îown l Sîî'la fid
îhougbi liiîîkexpecting
it in bis 'youth, lie

ivas destined by God
to fi the higliest office which can be
bestowved upofl man. 1le becanie Polie
P i Us IX.

At the age of twenîty-îwo hie came to
Ronie and, though anxiotis to stirve the
Holy Father, he did not aspire to the
priesthood, but bad resolved to beconie a
nieni ber of die Nobie Guard. Thei siate
of his healîh, however wvouid not permnit
him- to carry out bis dutermination. In
the difficulty of choosing a career lie
sougbrt aîîd obtained ant audience iih
pope 1ius VII. 't'le Holy Father
probably seeing iii the young marn sonie
sigris of a gloriouis career, counlselled hivn
to adopt the ecclesiastlcal state. As
though it wvere a nmark of approval fi oni
on highi, the disease %vitb wvlich young,
Ferreti liad been afflicted soon left hiin,
and hie vvas enabled to pursue his course
of ýtudies in whîch lie attained a niost
brilliarit success. Irideed, so greatly did
his achievemients excel that of his fellow
students that Cation Graniaire, one of his
professors, held imii Up to theni as a
patterni of excellence, saying that hie
possessed the heart of a Pope. Little did
lie dreani that his young student would
soon prove t0 the wvorld that indeed bis
heart ivas fit to rule t1ie destinies of the
cburch of God.

The flrst seven years of his priesthood
%vere spent in iriinstering to the wants of
the children in the orphange fourided by
*Iohn l3onghi wbere his only parishioners
were the orphans wboin Providence bad
ronsigned to bis tender care. Ai tbe
expiration of these years of service lie was

sent Lu acconipany 'Monsignor Maxii %V11
had been app)o:ted Vicar-Apostolic for
Chïli, 1>cru, and Mexico. He was after-
%waids recalled by Leo XII, successor of
.Pius VII, atid appointed Arclibisbop of
Spoleto, whence lie w as transferred later
on lu Imnola. Spoleto, lbowever. did flot
]ose ils arcbibishop wilhout an effort to
retain himi ; the people petitioned tbe
Pope against biis reinoval froni tbeir niidst
butî in vain for Leo XII sa"' that the
change %vas for tlit better, and l)ersevered
ini his decision. Arclibishop Ferreti %vas
sbortly afterwzards, in 184o, r-aised to tlîe

d -r~ rf ardimial by G;regory XVI and
six years l.îter saiv lîini appointed chief
bishop of t ie Catholic Chiurcli and Prince
of tbe Papal dominions.

Thiis great Plope seemied îo bave been
spcîally prepared by Divine Providence
for tie difficuit miission lie hiad to fill in
ibis wvorld. A ripe scholar froni hiaving
spent years of study iii Roie, and know-
ing,, the %vorld from having travelled exten-
sively, lie wvas free froni ail local prejudices
and enabled to solve, the niany weighty
probleiw, îîat presented thcmselves to
linii during bis pontificate. The years
speiît as a young priest, in South Amierica
had rendered bini tioroughly farniliar
wiîlî the needs of the Atmericani church;
,and wvlien during his career as Pope lie
had Lo deal w'ith ecclesiastical niatters in
ibis continent lie did so with an intimiate
pLrtsonal knowledge and a just ap)pr-
ciation of the requirettients under tic
ci rcu istanices.

To no Pope iii latter days did provid-
enîce allot such great tasks, and 10 none
could they have been buter assigned. for
aIl tlîe qualifications for carrying tbein
throughî to successful issues were possessed
by ibis chosen child of God. During bis
poitificate the Temporal Power was lost,
but considering the hampered position in
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