
THFÈ OWt.

T=E NEWT BOY

NE of the inost interest-
ing features coming' be-
fore our notice at the
opening of a schiolastic
year, is surely the sight
of the liew boy.

______________ It is especially so for
M ----- Trhis eiders who have

passed throughi the sanie phase of college
life.

For, in the melancholy shadow that
gloonis his countenance, in the syrnptorns
of his ambitions views that sparkle in lus
youtbful eyes, in the persecutions, though
petty, yet painful, hie lias to endure at the
hands of bis rnerciless coninions, they
bebiold a cou oterpart of the sadness that
preyed upon their own niinds, of the
glowing prospects that dazzied their own
fancy, of the ordeals they hiad to submit
to at the dawn of their owvn literary career.

The poor boy bias just wrested hiniseif
froru the fond em-brace of a loving mother,
froin the society of affectionate brothers
and sisters, from ail tbe swveets arnd com-
forts of home; hie now finds himiself
thrown irito the midst of strangers ; his
eyes meet none but unknowvn faces; sym-
tiathies corne to him but froni few, wvhile
neglect seens to meet hini on ail sides.

0f course, owirig to the kindness of
his teachers, if hie lias the good fortune of
heing placed in an institution ivlere his
tutors are nien wbose love and life are
exclusively devoted to God and to the
wvelfare of tue young, lie soon hears
froni thein words that aliay his sorroiv,
pour into his soul the balii of consola-
tion. Blut, at first, his hieart is s0 full,
the thouglit of lus niother and the dear
ones hie bias just ici t is so, vivid in his
mmnd, the change bias been so abrupt, lie
feels hirnself so forlorn, that tears natur-
ally well up to his eyes, and lie feels flot
disposed to listen to %vords of solace.
But soon after, if hie be a young mian
of ordinary spirit and courage, other
thoughts ivili supersede the former, and
other feelings find place in his heart. He
is mindful, young as hie rnay bc, that sac-
rifices have to be met %vith in life, and
that instruction and education involve
generosity and self-sacrifice. So he begins

gdually to look around; the walls of
the coliege no lon:ger present 50 repuisive
an aspect; lie considers it no longer a
prison, faces by degrees grow more fanu-
iliar; the sigbt of miany companions in
the saine condition as hie is, the ciass
wvork that urges birn on, the liveliness of
the ganies, tinie itself by its benign influ-
ence diminishing the vividness of nman's
imipressions, ail these concur to drawv
away bis attention and to reconcile bun
to his new home and new mode of life.
But, alas! bis triais are oniy beginning.
$is lot lias been cast into tic midst of a
hard-hearted, liit-miinded, iniirth-loving,
unscrupulous conirades. Tiiese, fromn far
and near, eye the new conuer, ogie'iu,
gloat upon uini, brood over lîim, fix their
gaze upon him, watch luis every movenient,
survey lus personal habits, lie] his every
step,scrutimize luis peculiar inclinations,ecr-
deavor to ascertain %vietlier in addition to
bis huge, heavily-laden, 'veU-strapped,
strongly-girt, and mysteriously iocked oak-
en trunk, lie lias brought wvîth luini idiona-
tic ternis, quaint exp)ressions, cant phrases,
rugged, uphili utterances, novel construc-
tions of antiquated oatlus, an abundance
of pelf, and, withal, an amuple suppiy of
oid Virginia leaf in bis kangaroo pouch.

And, in the iîîidst of ail the intrigues,
the plots, the diploinatic tricks, wherewith.
lie is surrounded; iii the inidst of ail the
nefarious designs, of ail the mnalicious ini-
tentions, of ail the covetous views, wiuere-
of lie is the freslî, innocent, uuisuspecting
victini, hie beconies the aui and the butt
at wluicli arc hurled niany an arrow, fast-
succeeding darns of cruel sarcasnui.

Mfany a tinie lie is nuiissioncd forth on
an aimiless errand, the outconie of wbicli
cannot fail to cover hinu with ridicule.
Grinu and horrible are the accounts dini-
ned into bis ears, of iinpendiiig dangers,
of unchironicled hardships, of unearthly
sufferings, wvhereto the student muust daily
subniit. First and promninent anîong al
is a nauseating, qualm-creating, iueart-
sickening description of the ciassical
hash. In awe-inspiring, luorror-striking
ternis, lue is forewarned to so denean hiîn-
self as to uvard off the threatening thun-
derboits, the pliable ferule, the squelching


