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CIL1D LIPle AMONG T11e MORAM-
XZIDANS OP PIPRSIA.

N Persia there is always
rejoicing and feasting at

the birtb of a son, howeverpoor
Ithe parents may be. In wealthy

families the father gives a tea
drinýk to his servants, often dis-

' ~tributing presents among thern.
Ia some hornes girls too are

welconî e, but the parents would be a-
shanied to show any pleasure at the birth
of a daughter.

When. it is knewn that a child is born,;the
neighbors cail to Ilblesa his foot," usually
acconipanying their congratulations with
a gift. The schoolboys of the district
corne to the house in a body and sing a
blessing from their teacher, the mullaah
(priest). They are generally rewarded by
a sum of money, which they carry back to
their teacher, wbo, iu reburn, gives them a
baif holiday. Frequently one band of
boys meets another coniing to the saine

7osand the resuit is a fight. Which-
ever scheolfinally succeeds in carrying off
the nioney gains the haif holiday.

A ncev-born baby is net allowed to nurse
Until the azan, or eall to prayer, bas been
heard three tinies and the roof of its
mnouth has been touched with sacred earth.
Then baby bas begun ice as a good
Mohamnmedan.

Narning the baby is an important cere-
*mony. The mnullah cornes to the house
and intones the Mohammedan creed, then
blowvs inte the childl's right ear and pro-
nounces its name three tinies. He repeats
this performance, blowing into tbeleft ear.
Afterward tea and sweets are served to
the neighbors who have assembled.

A Persian mether takes many precau-
tions to proteet bier baby freni the evil
eye. When it is but a few days old it is
held over a srnudge mande by burning a
species of beau, and a littie of the eharred
beau is rubbed on its face. CharmBsare put
about its neck, wriats, and ankles, and bine

beade a.e sewed on itg cap. When baby
sleeps he Is strapped te bis cradle. and is
protected from light, noise, and air by a
close-fitting covering which is held off from
bis face by a bar across the cradie top.

Wlien a child is old enough te run about
its costume is like that of a grown person,
except that a girl docs net begin to wear
the chuddar, or veil, tili she is nine years
old. After that she must cover ber face
in the presence of any man, exccpting the
mezubers of bier own famiy. She is
ebliged to fast and pray, %vhile ber broLher
need net begin until he is sixteen. She
helps lier mether in the housework, brings
the daiiy supply of water on ber back iii
large earthen jars, and arranges in order
the shoes which callers shufile off at the
door. She waitb on ber father and bro-
thers, and, when they have company,
serves, but cannot eat or sit down in their
presence. When she goos eut to play she
miust take the baby, if there is one in the
family. The baby is tied firniiy on to ber
back, then she runs, plays jack-stones, or
bounds bail, net rninding the weight on bier
back any more than the baby minds the
shaking up.

Girls make their own dolis, of sticks
padded at eue end, for which they delight
te make clothes. After a girl i nine,
however, she must leave ber doi]s and-
begin to sew on ber wedding outfit. Be-
sides makiug her own wardrobe and
housphold furuishlngs, she must, at bier
marriage, give a sample of ber needlework
te every member of ber husband's fauiily
as well as te other friends. As a girl may
be niarried at twelve,nine le noue tee soon
te begin the wedding preparations.

Girls neyer go te echool. Occasienally
a tutor is ernployed te teacb a favorite
daughter te read, but it is against the law
that a wonian should learn te write.
Arnong the rich the girls arc net obliged
te do heusework, but are kept more
strictly than tlîeir poorer sisters. They
neyer leave the harem except when,
closely veiled and attended by an escort,
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