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Ml-E RFORMATION FBOM A BAPTISTI 1PO1NT OF
VIEW. *

111E Relcîrmtiton cif the ,i-.tueiii century, like any othier great

hiistorical muvm nt, ay be approaclied in tîhree wvays. Wc mlay -o
hack int the remnule past and trace minutuly the course cil events that
lias lice and, nuw found uts culmination ; we mv.owthiat thev seud-
Sowmn., arnd the soul brin., as îhiey were, tlle harvest is preciscly whaî.I
mlighît have beeun e.\Iicctcd. Or, %vc niy takze the miovcnment as %e find
it. analvze ht in<> its constituent cleieînsi.. trace thle motives and ains
(if leaders and ]cd. trace tîhc immiiediate âind remnote moral and spiritual
cfîéecîs, test everyting, hy the etcrnal l>riîîciples of riglît and trutih. as
decrrnincid liv conscience and Ille written Word. Or, a-311n wu m11cV
view thec illoverent as a hîîik in Ille Chain of Ille accomlishmnent of Ille
divine purposes, knowizîg that Ille Aligh-lty is able to miake evil forces
ti> co.c>perate with good thereuinto. This List lirocess ive ouglît always
to apply, so essenltial is it to tlle proper understanding of thie w1ys of
God tu men. L'ut w'e nust b)ewre of suliîposii- that this provess in
any way pirecludes îl'e first or Ille second process suggested. The
knowledge thait divine Providence lis overruiled a partieular course of
events for dIe accomiplislinecnt oil bueneftcenit ends by no nmeans bars
c-riticisni of the actors ; no more doe-s it affect hIe fiict, îîat this series

nieeîsis itself th-- product of atntecedt:nt evil xumige vith aite-
cecdent od

And hiere wc imust rcieeber diat the causýe of God on carth pro
nrco inu lutraiht, lines, like a railro;tt train -icross yunder prairie,

but like vo nder tossig ship om yondcr surg.ing <cicea. It makes pro-
;rcs ro ge 10 ge but, owi ng t0 ilie p ervcrsitv of men, îlot cîcar

and constantrcres 'ioiiieies it scenis t0 lose -round ; but, afrer
alI, hIe alparent loss is transmIiuiccl ly divine alchemily mb in ilCrns isf
future -1ain.

Furtlher, ià is îlot enougvi hi dia ie artors in any etreat mlovemient
lie shown to have been sincere. We airc b *judge according to Ille
etern.îal princisiles of righit andl truth, flot according 10 the conceptions
or right: and truth that nîayv have lîcen i'î tlhe nîinds of such acIrn

*First cllivercrl i-, a lecture at loint Clîaiiuttaî in:~>0 aîd plublisllcdl
ini the Jctp<i.ýt (,ituzrrly Rericir, for .)Inuary M8.'4.
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