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place, and in George IlUs reign the
gardcns were nuch iipruved under the
direction of the celebrated Sir Joseph
15anks. Iii 1840 Quieen Victoria re-
linqiuisied lier titie to the gardens,
whicli were ttkenî in charge by the
Coinmissioiers of Woods and Forests,
and from that time to the present tire
lias been iotling but progress and de-
velopient in cvery department of these
magnificent pleasure grounds. Uider
the lovinig care of Sir William Ilooker
(vlo was succeeded by his nîo less
distinguished son, Dr. Joseph Dalton
Ilooker, F.R.S.), Kew Gaidens have
becore the home of splendid specimens
of the floral treasures of the vorld. The
present Director is Mr. W. T. T. Dyer,
F.R.S.

In popular estimation the chief glory
of Kew is the V ic/oria legia, one of
the largest exaiples of the lily tribe.
It is said to have been first discovered
by Sir Robert Sciombugk, in British
Guiana, in 1837. Drawings were ex-
hibited and seeds repeatedly brought
over; but as these did not germinate,
the idea of a plant with leaves from 5
to 6 feet across, and floweîs 15 inches
iii diamcter, began to be rekonied as a
nere travellers' tale! At length, lon -
ever, in 1849, Dr. Rode, of Demerara,
sent freslh seeds to Kcw, where the plant
has since continued to flourish.

The Great Pali IHouse was designed
by the lamonus architect, Mr. IDecunus
Burton, and comnpleted in 1848. The
entire lcngth of the structure is 362 feet,
the centre is 100 feet vide anîd 66 feet
iii leiigth. It is heated by six large
boilers, with which a system of nearly
.o,ooo feet of liot-vater piping is con-
nected.

Near the Palm louse is the Museum,
vhich contains a large collection of fruits,

seeds, and many curious and interesting
vegetable products. Contributions have
beenî gathered froni ail the quarters of
tie globe.

Every visitor to Kew should make a
point of seeing the gallery of originîal
painîtings, presented by Miss Nortl, a
daughter of the late Mr. Fredcrick
North, M.P. for Hastings. This lady
travelled ail over the world painîting from
nature the various beautiful flowers
which attracted lier attention. Ail the
paintings are highly finiisled, and Dr. J.

lookcr, in the Preficc to the D, scriptive
Catalogue, says: -

"Maiy of the iiews here brouglit
together repîresent, % i% idly and truthfully,
scenes of astonishing iiterest and singu-
larity, anîd objects that are aiongst the
wonders of the vegetable kingdom; and
these, thougli now accessible to travellers
anîd familiar tu readers of travels, are
already disappearing, or are doomed
shortly to disappear, befole the axe and
the forest fires, the plougli and the flock,
and the ever-advanîcing settler or colo-
nist. Such scenes can never be renewed
by nature, nor, vhîen once effaced, can
they be pictured to the minîd's eye,
except by means of such records as this
lady lias presented to us and to posterity,
which'vill thus have even more reason
than we have to be grateful for lier
fortitude as a traveller, lier talent and
inidustry as an artist, and lier liberality
and public spirit."

The stately Cedar trees, the Plane,
the Turkey Oricntal Oak, the " Weeping
Willov," are here seen to perfection.
The " Weeping Willow " is an off.slioot
froni that over Napoleon's tomb at St.
Helena, and the general parent of ail
those bearing hls naine iii this country.

Th O chi: iobuse, the Tropical Ferî
House, the W'inter Garden, are eaci in
their n.ay uurivalled. Aiiong the clri-
osities are tuo extraordinary sperimens
of the Old-ian Cactus. Sir Wilhlai
Hooker thiuîght tiese speciniens were
probably as muci as a thousand years
old !

W\7e mnay add that the Botanic Gardens
are open frece to the public fron one to
six laily, and the Pleasure Grouiids and
MNluseuns are open to the public every
afternoon. Kew Gardens are ten miles
froni London by rail, and there are
frequetit trains from Waterloo Station
and the Underground Railway. In the
summer months many visitors prefer to
go by boat, and steamers ply at regular
intervals from ail the Thames piers.

Kew Gardens, as a popular resort,
seems to be increasing in favour. The
iumber of visitors during last year shows
ai in rease of 379,229 on the attendance
for the preceding year, and is the largest
as yet recorded, except for 1890, when
at reacled 1,839,966. The total iumber of
%isitors for the past year vas 1,733,386
as compared with 1,354,157 in 1892.
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