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11111 appeared to mnch greater advantage, but
the part contains but few opportunities for the
employment of artistie ability. As the unfortu-
nate convict boy josephs) Miss Lizzie Maddern,
acted as naturally and pathetically as possible,
in dlincating an originally over-drawn and
tinnaturally saint-like character. Miss Emma
Maddern played with ber usual ability as Susan
Merton; thiâ ladys style is occagionally a little
too jerky, but there is an amnount of ability
and poi;cr to please shown in ail ber endea-
vours, that give good promise of future succcss.
The greatest feature of the performance, was
undoubtedly IlMr. Peter Crawley, attorney," as
played by Mr. Vining Bowers. It was the mnost
artistically humorous impersonation, we remem-
ber to, have wituessed by this gentleman; the
make-up was most excellent; the soedy black
professional tailcoat, with the thin sîceves and
shabby cuifs, the limp and untidy white necktie,
the characteristie bat, tight and too short inox-
pressibles, to say nothing of the brushed up,
poky, iron-grey hair and busby eyebrows, and the
baif-drunken yet thoroughly widc-awake expres-
sion of the whole countonance, were very char-
acteristic of that poculiar, gone te seed, class of
mon, who revel ini doing dirty work for others,
and will put conscience la their pocket, te serve
any customer-for-a considoration. Ail through
the drama the ' character was weIl maintained,
but the most laughter-moving "lbits" were, we
think, the interview with Meadows in the second
act, prior te Crawley's departure for Australia,
and the scene ia the last act, where ho betrays
his foiled employer, and very much te bis own
disgust, is himself literally carried off to prison.
As Jacky, the Australlan savago, Mr. Barth's
pe rformance weuld net have been devoid of
humour, had ho been represonting an Ethiopian
sorenader upon the spree, but to a native Aus-
tralian we could sec in it but little resemblance,
whule one very coarse bit of bye.play was in-
troduced, that was an offence against good
taste,-we alînde to Jacky's attempts te rid
himself of the troublesome cempaniens that
seemingiy infested bis limbe, la which ho was
made te assume the attitude and manner of one
of Mr. Guilbault's monkeys, engagcd la the
same occupation se agrecable to witness. Mr.
Barth is net at ail wanting in humour and is a
great favourite with Montreal audiences, but hie
should certainiy seek te develope it, ia a more
refined and artistie manner, if ho wishes to rise la
his profession above the rank of a mere pleaser
of the groundlings. Mr. Cardon acted la bis
usuai efficient style as George Fielding, but with
tbo exceptions of "lPeter Crawley I and Jacky,
nneo of the parts la this play are capable of
boing made mnch of-as ia most sensation
dramas, tho characters seem to be morely intro-
duced as an excuse for the sconory. Mr. Giles,
as Mir. Eden the clergyman, was altogether too
stiff and melodramatic. The other characters
were as ('reditahly performed as could bcecx-
pected. Mr. Halford as Mr. Meadows acted with
much discretion, but was altogether toe good
looking to be an entirely satisfactory theatrical
reprosentativè of such a morally unpreossessing
viliain.

As regards sccnery and proportios, the man-
agers very croditably oxerted themsel'vos. The
opening farm scene with tho real live horso
and pigeons and Ilthe descent church that top-
ped the neiglhbouring bill," was very pretty ;
and there was a degreo of caro, expended upon
tbe prison with its colls and corridors, and aise
upon the Australian glon with tho waterfali of
"real water 11 that was vory praisewortby.

We trust, that when Mr. Reade, se deservediy
celebrated, ueit attempts te influence the public
mmnd, by writing a novel, touching upon any
great social question, ho wilI remember, l&It is
nover too lato to mend 1" JOHN QUILL.
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