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run among the Indians as at present.
-Mr. Booth cou Id not sec how -the potlatch cotild be

blanied for the sale of liquor. He could not syiïpathIize
witl' the act% of inissionaries ini eonuiection witli flicir
efforts te prohibit potiatches.'

True, the Potlatchli ay not bie blanied for' the
sale of liquor te Indians, but it may wvell be blanied
for tie piirclaige of it, us it is ccrtainly to be blazned
in~ this district for the manufacture of it.

Lt is gelnerally supposed that the missionaries
are very keeni upon. suppressixrg the potlatch, but
this is a great mnistake. No doubt thecy wvould ail
like to sec the end of it, but 1 do utot tbinik thcy
wvould move for its suppresion by Iaw~ in the interest
of religion. It is wvhen a coinniunity of Indians
begrins to, develop on the liues of civilization and
progress unrder the nuissionary's fosterizîg care that
the potlatch be.gins to pincli thern, and titey cry
out to be relieved socially auîd civilly by law, inaking
of course, their representations through their missi-
onary, enscquently our legisiators have fallen iute
the error of regarding it as a case cf Missionary
versqus Potlatchî in the intcrests of religious pi'epa-
ganda-an unwerthy motive.

"Dr. 'Walkem said the Domimnion gcvernnîent logis.
latcd as it did because of the representations mnade by
missionaries that the potiatches retarded the work of
Christinnizatioxi. The thirst for potiatches was strong
in every Indian and it wa3 impossible to do anything
wvith tliem. It w'as diflicuit for members to dec;'de
wvhether potla.tches iihould ho prevented or net. If the
punishment were nlot so severe the object desired could
be more easily reached. Potlatchles cculd net be pro-
lîibited bv forc2 of law. The indians would have to bc
educatod op te the inatter."'

If the missionaries made any rcl)rcscntatiens
they did se as speaking foir tire civilized hîdians.
1l think, (for I wvas net iii the country at the time),
that the civilized Indians petitioned the Govern-
mient, and the missionaries endorsed aird forwvarded
their petitien.

With regard to " ed ucating the 1indians up te the
niatter," 1 weuld like te, knowv how it is te, be
donc. Indians who adhere to, the potlatch wvill
net be tauglit, nui- allow their children te be taught.
It is only after a mian gives tip the potiatol:- tlîat
lie caf be taught. il wonder if the Songhees of
Victoria have bSn or are being educated np te
tire mattor- time and eppcrtuxuity have net been
Iacking in their c;i.';e.

"'Hon. Mr Ejbor>,- said that potiatches '-veî'c a scrieous
menace te the provijicv. They werc denîoralizing te
the youn-er iniembiers of the tribes. Hie reforred to
the recent tru i- Sali~non river. wheîî Indians pre-
paring te hol 1 a Iargý potlatch handled policemen
rather roughly. If the L.w could bie se amiended that
potiaftches could ho held under proper supervision good
niight rosulb. The rnisýsionar4*es hadl donc good work
and their cp«nions in this tuaé-ter should net lie totally
disregardod. If the potiatches wero conflued te a
friendly gathorixig to sete iiccounts no great han»e
could ho donc in alwing the Imîdians te hold thein."

A inissiona's opinion, as suchr, is Nvoî-i ne
miore than that of any other man: neithor is it,
%vom'th less. It does not seek credibilitv as a
faveur on accourît of good %vorks. Like the
opinion cf aîîy bther mSan, its wvor'ti ctepends upont
tic opportunities afforcled and emibîuced for obtai-
rring information (<xi the ,;ulbjeet colmcem'ning %whiclî
tie op)inioni is expi'essed. As regards the Potiateli
the inissionai-v's opinion is the Only One of als'
value, becauoe holi is the only wlhite muan whýo
lives on tire irrier side cf Indian life and 'vho roumllv
dore -tnything for the "'welfarc"* ef the Indian.

*iMr. Swvord said the province would assumne a grret-a
rcspcnsibilty ini asking for the rep2al -ocf the law. If
any trouble resulted, tire *biaine would rest with the
province. lie mnoved an mimendinent te the effect that
the Dominion govcrnment he requested te inquire int(
the subjeet of potlatch#.s with the view cf sccuring a
repeal cf tIre lau'. providing the grievancos were well
founded.

Major Mutter said à1r. Sword"s amendiiient inight
cause delay. lie 'lid net sec wIîy habits of thre natives-
îvhich were not crhmnal should bo iuterfered with.
TIhe rights cf thre ludians as well as tire prejudices of
the roissiosaries should ho considered."

Houe again we have the old idea cr-opping
out-Missionary prejudice versus Indian rights!

"Mdr. Helmcken said that thre legislature sheuld not
be afraid te take the responsibility cf legislation. is
resclutien was drawn as it was that it might comre
hefore the premier cf Canada, and fresa what lie knewv
cf that gentltman ho was sure hoe would act in the
best inte:"-ests cf all cocern-ýd.

"'Hon. Mr-. Martin, speaking freni his oxperience in
thre intorior, said hoe saw ne harm resuit fromn potiatches
thore. The white mon wcrý houe hy might, and the
rights of thre Indians shculd net ho trampled spcn."

In considering the ques"Dien of Indian righits one
shîould remember that these "rights" are ne longer
altogether on the side of .9avagery wvith its paint
and featheî's. Tiiose Indians wvho have corne out
on the side cf civilization and prcgress have, in 80
doing, corne inte the inhieritance of far' more
important rights than those cf making dances and
tearing sp blankets. In the foregcing report
snob i'ights are cons;picuous by the absence cf al
allusion te thei, if indeod 1they hiad any place ini
the niinds cf the Honorable MerIcibet's takzing part
in tire discussion. And yet thne motion iSv.. made
in tire interest cf the 2velfa-'e of tire Indians' Lot
Ie refor niv readers te page 18 of this number cf
the Initerchanige for ami object lessOî?: ' 'yoju mist,
f/iV'e up 6'kr'?4ianzey/ amid civ'iation. «MWz :Orne
bac/c Io Thuim" 'his is the Potlatch demand-
iîîg its rigts-the rights that "must net ha
ti-aii>pled i.îpon ;" asserting its riglit te tî'arple
sp-cn the righits cf fm'eedcm, religion and
civilization!!

"Mr. Sword's amcLdmcnt was thon carricd )n a voGo
cf 14 te 13.1'
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