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drcssed, and another which accompanied the lirst
when it waa tran8mitted to persons holding any official
position, giving thema cognhzance of proceedings adopt-
ed under the act.

These questions were addrossed as fliowsa
1. They were addressed to one hiundred and sixty-

two perdons, inciuding ail the judges havtng Jurlsdic-
tion.

2. Ail the clerirs and prothonotaries of the courte lhe-
fore whlch proceedings are bad.

3. Ail the Boards of Trade througbout Quebec and
Ontario.

4. Ail the official asignoes wbose naines could be
ascertained.

5. And to a large numbor of solicitors, morchants
and accountants.

And answers have been received freim a consider.
able proportion of those institutions, and persons
tbroughout the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.

=n your committee believe that the general pur-
port of the answers thus obtalned, fairly indicatesthie
views of the community upon the nature, operatiosi,
and efect of the law

It wiil beob8terved. that, in scanning the questions
already referred te, your conittee de8ired toe licit
opinions and information.

Firstly-Witb regard to tbe procedure requisite un-
der thý!"- to veat ftic state 0f an Insoivent in the
Aaignee.Secondy-With regard to the provisions for the
management of tihe estate whle in the poscession of
the A saîge

Thirdiy-With regard te the meaus of preventing
frand, and frauduleut pref;erences, and of pnnishing
those guilty etf eiher.

Fourthly-As to the fegulations reipecting the Iu-
solvent and bis discharge; and,

Latiy-As t0 the general efrect ot the law, parbleu-
larly as bebween the I usolvent and his Creditor.

Adopting this order, as matter et' conscience, and
proceoding to discusa the tiret subject o! inquiry,
nameiy the procedure requisite under the Act for
vesting the estate of an Insoivent in an Assignee,
Your committee wonld observe, tbat under the Act,
this maY be ether voluntary or compulsory.

Under the Act as originally passed, au Insolvent
desirous of making a voluntary asigument, was
ordinarily required te awaib the selection of an As-
siguse by bis creditors, before making an asslgnmient:
and this necessitated a notice. caiing a meeting of
bis creditors, which could not be given ln legs than
two weeks, and might exteud over a longer period.

An ameuded Act lu 1865 permittsd him to, make a
voiuntary asslgnment without notice to bis creditors.
te any one of a class of men selected b y the Boards of
Trade for the pur poses of the Act, an d styied Officiai
Assignees. But the ameudment did not prohihit the
calling of' a meeting, and the seiecti'n of an assignee
by the creditors in the manuer provided for hy the
first Act. These modes of ap poioting an assignee to
a person voiuntarily placîn gh imsel! within the pur.
view of the Adt lias heen faliy diýousged ti the replies,
and varions opinions have been expressed upon tbemn.
Tise question whether the debtor sbould assign to ais
asignee at bis own domicile, or to one resident at the
domicile of the msjorlty of his creditors bas aso
among others oxcited mucb attention; validity o! the
latter cla88 ot aRsîgnees bas been dlsputed hefore tbe
Conurts with conflicting resuits. And the propriety of
alluwing thse debtor to select bis assignoe even Ibougis
lie be restricted In bis choicesbtbe persons seleeted
by thse Board of 'Irade ld eombatted. And whiie the
opinion gensratty prevails tbat thse creditors should
bave thse exclusive power et choosing tise assignes,
there la au equaliy prevalent disînclinatlon te permit
tbe debtor 10 rebain possession of bis estats psnding
tise lime requlsite for thse notices preiiminary to exer-
cisissg thal power ai a mèf tlug propeiiy ealled.

Tise attention of your commitise bas therefore been
lirai attracted bythlie resoît of tiseir enquiries to tise
extent to which in a voituary assignment tbe credi-
tors sisould influence thse o oices0f an asslguee;
wlstier or no the Act leaves te tbe debior aller bis
sckowlsdgsd failure 100 exbsndsd a control over bis
property ir. tbe event of bis calling bis ereditors te-
gelber 10, appoint an assignes, and how far tise cisoice
o! sncb asignes is rsstrlcted by considerations as 10
bis place of resideuce.

If tbe debtor cails a meeting of bis creditors, as ho
would under the Adt of 1864, thse dslay requirsd for
thse notices be muet give, does nol appear te ho con-
sidered more than sufficlent to enable a fuil attend-
uces of creditors t0 be proeured, and thse information

as to bis affare wbich ho la requlred 10, give before or ai
tise meeting so.ealled seela10te sufiScisut. But il
ho adopta ibis mode of proceedlug he bas tise undis-
PUMe possession of' bis esiate, and bis books, for a
mue ampiy aufficient t0 enable hlm, if ho pleases, te
disose of a"sets' maire entries, or receive and expeuli
debte due 10 hlm, insuscb a manner as to injure bis
creditors.

Ou the other baud, if be foilows the procedure per-
mitted by tise Act of 1866, he bimiseif exercisss tise righl
o! seectiugihls assignes; aud isowever iimited tiseaura-
ber of persons fromnwbom bis selection may be made
-.it laslatsd that ln certain cases the compelition bas
given rise te collusive arrangements andi favonritism:
-bots alike detrimental t10 ttisi ioPongh investiga-
tion of tise affaira o!tise estate lu whlcb tise creditor8
sbonid bave tbeesnsrgetic co-operation of the assiguee.

These conalderations and the suggestions conlaiusd
lu tise replies laid before the committse, appear tc
point 10 some arrangements by whicb the debtor
ahould maire au immediabe assi gumeut tb some officl
person, wiso sisouid aI once cati a meeting of the
oredit4,rs, and duriug the lutervai of limie required
for notices, sisould perform imilar duties te, thope
impoée d iy tbe present aci upon tise guardian in coin

ployliquidation. By tiismode il las uggested
tisaitishe etate would be ai once secured; tise in torma-
lion required t0 suable tise eredilors 10 actiellitfeu.tiy in tbe eboice of assignes would he prsrsared;
poi fecdom o! selsction would hé Preserve; andc

wiie the notices were belng publisised, the.prepara- lu accordance witis the mie adopted ln otiser commer-
doens for realizing the estate would ho progresali> . cial countries, uameiy, tîsat tise wife o tise insoivent

WýitIi regard ho tise residence or quaiity of the shonld be, 10 some oxteut, suhiect tb examinaîlon as
assiguee te ho ultimately chosen by thse creditors, the te his estate.
provaient idea o! the Act seeme 10 oel1 give the Wilh regard to tise delays; provided for by btse act,
entire controi of thse conduci andi arrangement o! the which i i is Buggeated should ho ahridged, if may be
estate t ftise creditors as iseing a malter lu wisich remarked tisaIthe greater portion o! these dplays ap-
tisey alone are interested. 'l'bey are aîithorised te pear te he justifled aoieiy on tise grouîsd o!flise posai-
make sueis regulaliona for winding it np as tisey think hie or probable existence of creditors lu other coun-
proper-tbey can pronounce upon neariy every tries isaving tise righi o!fasistiig at the decision of
question us tb ils administration tlatcan arise; aid important questions, or o! slsaring un tise proceeda of
tise1 s ucceas or failure of'tise mesîsa they adopt ouiy tise estate. 'As tise act uow stands they are flot uns-
resuit un tise increase or diminsutiomn ol tiseir dividende form, for practicaiiy lu volunnary asignuients tise
as tise case may be. Il may heo0f tise higiseât import- intervai iselween the tiret notice of tise insoivency, sud
ence;I 10 creditors 10 have an active sud comptent tiselimie for legal meetings or dividessd.isaIengisened
man as assignes, thougli lic nuay iot reside lu tise or dlmiuished aecording as tise assignces i appointed,
saine place as tise debtor, and tise ideuhiiy o! domicile with or wilisout notice te creditors aud ibis inlerval
o!tise deitor sud flise assignes, wil ho an sosuficieut la again greatly increased wvîen tise appoinimeut la
suissîltuhe for qualities ossetilhte advanhageous made lu comnpslory liquidation. Il tise interval wers
administration o! au esate. Tour cominitbe tisere- made 10 conut fr.n tise date of tise lirai advertisement
fore, are o! opinion tisat a liberali iiierpretatiou of tise o! any kiud pnbiistsed lu situer cuse under tise set, and
Act, under wisicis no restrictions is împosed ounbise were reduced 10 six weeka insteali 0f two moutis, bise
choicesof an asignes by thse creditors, la heneficiai, offet would We an abridgcnieni o! delay lu moal cassa
and lu accordauce witb tise general tendency f tise of fuiiy one monts, sud a dloser approacis towards
Act. But tisaibise slection of assignees siould not Ilunuiformity in tisa two muodes of acqusring coutrol over
auy respect affect tiseforum isaviîig jurisdiciiou over tise debtor'e ostahe
insolveut sud over bis acteansd contracte. And a like desirable objeet migist bhobotained as re-

l'ise sanie remarks wll lu maîsy respecte applY 10 garda thse sale of rosi és-'sitàe, andi fixinîg tise maximum
tise proceedisig s, hy meausot' wtsicis au insoivent is iengtis o! tise advertisîirieiîrs resjniircd, and leaviug t10
coinpulsively d ivested of lis estate. Tise choice by tise croditors. or to Ilicir "unpeivi.siug ctsmmittee, bise
tise Slierif of a guardian, 1lise cîoice of au inlerim rigisl o! sf111 furtiser dimiiiising it.
assignes isy tise creditouo, sisousid Se restricted ite per- 'lise absence of power lis redoive snd open bittersadai-
sons resîdoul luntise locality, for lise sake o! conveni- dressed.to tise insoiveut te ai o polîsted oui in saveral
eues in tise immnediate protection o! tis esasi; wisile o! lie answers as heîîîg a deith ie set. No suds.
tise ulhinsate se-leciion o! an agssîgîes sbouid ho left provision exista, nor. un lact, is if toise fotiud precisely
fres, tisatishe credîtors may obtain tise perron tissy lu that form lunbise Ansorican or Briltis bankrupt
consider besi calcuiaisd lu procure for tisem tise acta. itla irse bisatinlutise Engliali and Scotchiase
largeat returus from if. tise judge lsasutborised to make ais order btistaI a!

Wltis regardthoftise proceduise for eompulsory liqui- feet exisudiug over a iimihed iîeriod: but il dos not
dation :luntise gusat msjiurity 0! ausiera tise provi- appearbto wiat exhent i udges lu Etsaland bave exer-
alons of'tise Ad ,sesm 10 ho conaidsred douveuisut cîsed Ibis power. Tise only case citeil ln tise Irsatises
ansu sffcieni. Tise moat imporiasît addition proposed appiied 10 tiselitera addIressed 1 a doistor who isad
la suggested hy several of'tise Boards of Trade, te bise absseouded, wiic wouid prohahhy ho admitted ho hos
elet tisaI s levy under execulion souid be made a fit occasion for tise exorcise os sucis a power. Under
grouud for conspulsory liquidation; sud tisaI mouey tise United States hankrnpt iaw no autisority o! tise
so lsvied witii six.y dsys iefors tise iusolvency kiud la coîîferred or eau heobotained.
aisould be recoverable hy tise assignee iiser from tise Your comsmiltes, therefore, report upon tlt point
Sheriff or froi tise seizing crediior te wisom ise bas tisatif i la uigested lu several o! tise auswers tisatile15
paid t. as tisecase may be. Theî tirai brancis of ibis power o! opening sud rece)ving liers add essed to
suggestion appears t0 be aiready met hy tise provi. tise insoivent aisouid he couferreli uron tise assoignes,
siens of tise Adi Tise second wouid aeem te be opetn sud wouid ho au alivaniageons addition 10 tise exiat-
te many grave objections, sud couid ouiy.he sustasned ing 15w; sud tisatinluEuglaud and Seotiand tlie judgs
ou a principle issousisteul witis tliat i5p055whiidbjl authorized 10eirraut tii rigist to tise assignes.
maiuly resta tise law as te prelerences euunciated by Amoug tise duties of tise a.,signes la coinprised tisai
tise Adt. o! coiecting lise dehis, sud lu tise eveut o! hiu un-
hUpon tise second clasa o! suquiries-uamely, those able toe ollecî, of aeilg bisose rensaîsing unp aid.isvsg relerence te tise usode of' wîndiug up lise Tisere are certain restrictions upon tise sale o! dabîs

esaa !r il bas reacised tise asignes-tis uggsa- bytieasignes, o! tise generai effect o! whicb no coins-
tions received have heen uumerous. lu Ibis stage o!f plai l made. But tisere is one partissular case iu
proceedinga lu icsolveucy, tlîe iniereat of tise de tor wblch tlie restriction upon tise sais of debta by liseasa-
in bis osatai bas vlrtuslly ceased te oxiat. Tise dulies ines, as weil as upon tise sale o! real estate, la aug-
o! tise assignes may be aumused up, as rsquiriilg hii geated 10 bave operated disadvautageoiialy t0 tise
t0 aet for tise beat intere8saof tise creditors lu realiz- credior. This apperrs 10 bave occurrsd wbere thse
iug tis e seate for Iheir benefit; sud tise tiseory of'lise creditors Ihongisl il for their interesat'hO sel? en bloc
law seesa 10have been tisat as tise parties cisieflY tise endire sasiso! au insolveut, includiug biseclebta
înlerested tbey sisould have lise chie! direction ol bis sud reaiesasi, eltiser for a groas sum or ai s rals per
actions. Ibis view bas besu adophed inl moat o! tise ouud upon bis liabsliies It would seem f!soiu lise
replies, sud tise suggestions have beeon made cieoy Information before tise committes tisat tii mode o!
with tise intention oh faciliiallng the exercias by tise ciosing an estate mlgbt oecaiuaily be advantageousiy
creditors o!fliseir coutrol over tise assignes; o! in- resorted 10, sud tisai if tise power o! doiug s0 be cars-
creaaiug bis powers acting under aucis coniro; of fulvygusrded, il wonid be expedient ho grantitl.
abri dging delsys anduf !d imin iisiug expeut e. Tsae The tisird point te wieistise attention osf vour coim-
objecta are sougisi 10 he attaiusd by variona mesus, muste bas beau directed, namely, tise prevt ntion sud
tise principal of wisicis may ho ihua summeli up.-puiisment of frauli sud of fraudulent prelerenee,

By authorizing froi tise appoiniment amoug use bas been discusaed aI cousiderahie lenghinslutise
credilors o! a superior or supervising Commitîso, 10 answsrs receivesi by your committes. lb appears te,
wisom tise creditors may delegais al Or alîy Portion be cousldered tisaitisere are inol aufiicut provisions
o! tiseir authorily lu respect 10etise winding up o! tise l ise set for somne o! tisea purposes; sud msuy
estate. suggestions bave besu made with a vlew 10 auppie-

By autisoriziug tise assignes 10 offer s reward for meut thons.
tise diacovsry of eoncealed assets. Tise Act as lb now stands, deflue-s sud deacribes

By auibosszing tise guardian sud assignes to obtalu what constitutea frauduient eousveyauces, sud fraudu-
communication o! ail letters addreaaed 1to ' e insol- lent prelereuces. Receni judicial docialous upon the
vent. clauses appropriaIs 1tissase subjeets, appear to indi-

By ahrldging tise period required for advertizing este a neceaaity for a critîcism o! their lauguage, but
bise sale o! rvsi etate; tise intervala betweeu lhisl- wiîi suaci ameudmenta as may aufice te give. them tise
solveucy sud tise power o!' declariug dividenda, offset tisey evldeuily contemplateisera would ho no
holding legal meetiiýgs o! creditorsansd tise ike. necessity for sny addition 10 f hem. Tisereal dificnlty

'lie tintansd second o! tisa classes o! suggestions stipeara te be lu compeiliug thistîsoiveut 10 aurrender
sens 10 intereai lise creditors abuse, sud probahly bis entire s8asi: sud ilise propoaed to lnuersbiis, by
iisey may aaly have power 10 give 10 a Smb-Commit- provîding for varions forma o! examinsiion, sud o! da-
tes of lisemsîve lise çpower o! administration, whicb dlaration under ostis; by puniaing coucealmeut as a
lisey thensselves may exerdise; sud te decide to wisat criminsi offeuca; sud by maklug lb a disqualificaion
exieultishey msy beneflcislly employ tise fonds osf tise for a discisargo.
estats, lu procuriug information as to concealed (ob otne.assets. il would ouly he necessary, lu tise intereat (oS otne.
o! tise great body of credibora, 10 provide againal tise ___

abuse o! tisese powes by s section o! tise parties inter.-
ested 1tiste iujury of tise majority. NA im-ACrepnnto1thTise deaire tisaI power saisl ho given to examine tise GOLD AT UiÂiE-ÂCrepneto s
wife o! tise insolvent seema 10 Se eitertsised hy bise Miaing Gazet te at Uniseke, N.S., wriis:-"I ffud
Beards -o!" Trade sud by soins others of'tise parties by tise returu tisaitishe Weaiiake Compansy bave

L aowering.
Act o! 1861, c. 118-Tise Bsukrupt Law ofl E ngland duriug tise Isat quarter performed 601 daya 'work,

3permits tise examiuation o!flise wite for tise diacovery ralsed 258 bous o! quartz, crushed 243 tons, sud oh-
5o! effeets ltlegally conceaIsd, kept or diaposed osf, sud taineli 652 oza 10 dwt.s. 6 gra. of gold, wisicis wiil give

tise jurisprudence is said t. confinuelier examination 1 oz. 6 dwhs. sud 1 gr. for each day'a work during the
atricily to tissas pointe. Tise uew United Stsas ariter. From tisa Hall property ibey are now laking

8 statutesanîbtorizea tise snmmouing o! tise wif 10tisme quartz rsised for tise ast two mouiha to tise
attend for examsnatiou I as a wtue8s," but it guves no crusiser, sud if promises a boiter returu tlissu ay yet

1power to compel ber auhmissiou for examînation, sud taken out. Tisey have erocted a gin hous on biseir
:) provides no penalty for disobedience excepitishe re- old s aft, sud have opsned a uew safl shoot 180 feei
rfusal o! ber isusband's discisarge unlesa hae plroves usai weat. Tise lods bars la about four feei six lucisa

I ise could not procure ber aitendance. Tis Scotcis tbick, wltis god ooking ors, sud shows some good
statuts authorizes lise examiusatiou o! tise w .!so!a speimena. Tie Uniseke Company bave j ai crusised

1 bankmupi relative bo bis estale. And hotufi Eugiaud tiseir quartz raised last mouih-87 buns gave 155 oza.
suad lu Seollaud tise rigt;t of examinîug 10 some ex- 10 dwts. - irr. Of ibis, 40 toisa was fromntishe nortis
bunt tise wife o! a hankrupl. îrsceded tise change in5 Iode, sud gave juat 8 ozs. 1tiste ton ai a deptis o! 126

i lise law of evideuce wbieh permiiled ber lu hae am- feet. Tisimne bas Rteadlly im provsd from tisecm-
- 1ud as a wiiness lu ordiuary civil cases 10 wiicb ber mencement. Tise Mouireai Company have coin-

busband te a party. menced opersiions again lu tiseir norlis iode. Tise
Your Committes, f herefore, report upon Ibis point Weetiake Company are building a crushar. sud lHall

1tisaI their invesiigatJir discioseu a prevulent opinion C o. are likely tb huilf one dîur!ng tise sommer."
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