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DECREASE OF LITIGATION IN THE WEST.‘

¥ tho proverb 13 true, that it ts an il wind that
l, blows nobody good, it is equally true that the
prospority of somo {8 ndversity to others. Tho file
wind of disaster and depression that blew over L-pper
Canada in such a stormy stylo for many years after
tue preposterous intlation of 1¥si, ', and U, brought
about a rich harvest of litigation, to the great benefit
of thoso classes of tho cominunity who thrise by the
varlous stages of that pleasant yrocess  Tho law was
then the most Jucrative occupation amancould fullow,
and the offico of sherifl, 1 one cculd only sccure it,
was asgood as the possession of . considerable fortune.
Evon Deputy Sherifls wero 1mportant porsonages fn
thoso days, and the intrigues and rascaiitics connected
with tho bestowal of various shrievalties form ono of
the most irritating chapters in our peiitical history
Tho incomo for sevoral ycars was something onormous,
and various aplendid mansons in the Provinco of
Ontario {(notably ono which {3 very conspicuous from
a station of the Grand Trunk Railway,) attest the large
ideas entertained at that time, by tho holders of
shrievaltios, of tho style of expenditure which thoy
calculated on belng able to afford.

Tho profession of tho law, one may bo suro, as
natural consequence, became crowded, wiilo mercan-
tile, farming or manufacturing purswits were disres
garded by the clever and enterprising, and despised
by maany w 10 ought to haro known better.

We may be thankfui to a bountiful Providence that
such times of depression as those wo have spoken of
aro fast passing away. Scveral good harvests in suce
cession have sct the West on its teet again. Tho mer-
cantile community, after being nearly crushed to the
earth, by a long successivn of yearsin which bad debts
swallowed ap almost every particie of profit, s now
beginning to accumulate solid and substantial wealth.
Wo say sulid and substantial, to distinguish it from |
that fictitious wealth, the nottun of which has de-
celvod and ruined so many, ¢ risting as it did of book
deobts which cuuld neser be culiected, ur real estate \
which cuuld nither be rented nor sold.  Manufactu-
ring interests are prosperous alsvu, and the cultisatiun |
of the 1and, that oldest and most honorabie accupntion
fa which a man can engage, 13 again pruving lucrative
and remunerative.

The Lanks of Western Canada, as way be eapected,
are doing a guud business and making excuuent pro-
fits, and a more cheerful and hopeful tune pervades
g/lmost the wholo community.

But thore 18 Al (Aeeplior to orely fuic, aud the
saying holds true iu tho presentiastance  Iheincomo I
of sheriffs has fallen off to such an extent that the
office Is now hardly worth holding  Of suits pressed i
to judgment and cxecativn there are now, alas su
fere, that the fees do nut much morethan sufhce to pay
disbursements. If this gues un fur a few years longer, )
it is evident that unless shenfi have some other
sources of income, the splendid manstuns will have to i
be vacated in favor of some uther vecapants, whibe |

|
|

the deputy must content himse  with ludgings. As
to lawyers, thero §s a universa  horus of cumplaint
among them of hard times Ma y tracts of land, iu-
stead of productng crops of murtgages, as they didn
the good olu days of ten years ago, arc now waving
with crops of grain  People who were sv dreadfully
bitten in thuse days, wouuld nuw ai nust as svon ex-
pend their moncy an the purchase of a wulf, a5 tempt
tortunu by enlangiug theinsvives in (he meshivs of
mortgages, bunds &uits and jadgments which are the
certain ¢cubcumitants of real ¢state apeculativi. The
community have when tu counting tho cust ot what
they buy to a much larger extest than ever they did
before, the conseyucnce beiny, that thuir credaturs can
obtain payment withuut calling in the assirtanco of
professional gentlemen aud Her Mojesty's writs A
very sighiflcaos dndiatiovn of tie alicrad siae of
things came under our notice A few dags ago laa
certajn division court . fee n the West the bumber
of suits, ap Lo the preschl month of the jeas, wans a
hittle over three hundred len years ago, up to the
game munthk, the number . f cuits nas more than
ctghicen hundrad A deertase sv chutlives 88 this
speaks voluter, and requires no furtties cutnment,
Now whatare we to £ay to thisteriibie fatiung off in
tho incumes of Uie professivaanl and oflicial class?  Aro
woto grieve over it* Nothing of the kina. A certan
amonnt of legal and professional Lusiness there must
alwaygs be, and the chaiges of that busisess are a legi-
timate dedoction from ihe protits of the rest of the
community Bot by far the larger part of the legel |
aod professsvude uspes o the Lukes wo gefer lv was ,

of an unnatural and unhealthy sort, and every dollar
psid for it came in  he sbape of an oxtra burden and
an oxaction In msny {nstauces the burden was
crushing, By so much as lawycrs aud sherifls wero
enriched, by so much wero merchants, furmers, and
manufacturers made poor  And now that thoe oppo-
site i8 taking place, who can but rejuice®  For tho pro-
fits of the merchant and the fggmer aro not made at
the espense of the rst of the community  Qceupa-
tions of that charater aro reproductive in thelr nature,
and contain within themselves the seeda of future de-
velopment and wealth, Nothing could be a greater
evil than the continuanco of an undue diveravn of
talent and eaterprico into channels of an unproduc-
tise character and ftfs a happy thing for the coun-
try that professional imcomes are now failing off tv
sach an extent that it is better worth the whilo of able
and well educated young men to enter tho ranks of
che meccantile community or even take up that fun-
wamontally important occupation, the cultivation ot
tho tand.

MR. J. STUART MILL AND THE MARITIME
LAWS OF WAR.
\ R. John Stuart Miil 8 late speech in tho British
! Parliament on tho subject of the Maritime Inw
of natlons, and «he efficts of the Resolutions adopted
by the 'aris conference of 1\6 on that code has taken
tho world somewhat by surprise  Mr. Mill s generally
considered so ultra-hberal fu bis views on matters of
religion, morals and polities that the very conservative
sentiments uttered Ly L on this occoaston seem out
of character when proceeding from his lips. We do
not think so, on the contrary, thoy are exactly such
as we might expect fram the aathor of his celebrated
waork on the Principles of Tulitical Ecynoms. Mr.
Mill is more a Political Economust than & statesmap,
and he {30 Iegleian more than cither. Conseyuently
Lis srvere criticisms on the Paria Resolutivng, and s
exposure of the evily which must arise fror them aro
vatura! in a8 man of hs cast of mind, In which the
~easoning faculty ec largely preponderates. In our
ostimation, ¥r Mill dors not rauvk with the highest
ordor of origing! thinkere he i3 neither an Adam
Smith nor a Beutham, but he can Interprot thoso
great writers® views botter than they could themselves,
To the claarness the tucldity of his style and language,
bis writings have seldom or never been surpassed 10
our country, and perhaps in France only by Voltare,

to whom in the soberer phases of his intcllect, ho
hogra g atrang resemhlanee  Tut this is not the tune

! nur the placo to discuss that yuestion. '

Some months ago, whena Mr Field of Birmingham

i visited Montrea) on a miseion from the Birmingham

Beard of Trade, the object of which was to persuade \
wur merchants to join in a request to the United States

Government to abolish the practice of privatecring,

and also to bring their futluence to bear on tho British

and American Governments in inducing them to go a '
step farther and decla ¢ in favor of securing from

capture at sca all belligerant proporty not contraband

of war, including of cvurse ships and their cargoes

bLelouging to privatce persons, althuvugh cnomics, On ,
that vccasivn we touh nearly the sarue view of the

matter as Mr. Mill does, though not quito agreeing

with him on some points. 3 Millis enthiely oppused |
to these views, and desuunces tho Pans Resolutions, |
as equalty fo.lish end mischivvvus, We cannot, huw-
ever scy 1bat tose cosnected Wab privateering are
hiable to the objections urged by the member for
Westm.nster  On the cuntrary, We are Cunsinwed, as
wo furmnrly sad, that the offiet of the change wit ,
simp!y be to convert yrivateers into national vessels, |
and that these guerallas of the gea will hencetorth be- |
como regular men-uf-war, ander the ammediate supor- |
visjon of the Government of the country to w hich they
buung—ceitawnly & inalesl impruvewcnt vl the ola
condition of things.  \ve think, too, Mr. Mill goes too
far when be covdemus the eximgtion fr m sizure of
bunigesail propesly sudes a seairaflag  itisandeed
true, that while 8 war cuntinaes, this provision wiit
Lave the effect - f injur ng the carrying trado of the
buuigerents, whivh wouid, i a jaigo mussure, hase o
be carried on an aeutral ships, but this e suspect, i3
a luss which the combatants will have to submit to, as
onie uf the man, ¢vilsiucidental to a state of nartare.
Yet when we consider the vexatious character of the
night to Jntertere Witu the legitimato ¢gommerco of the
aauwns whe bave uuthiog to uv il tho yaarrel, the
deifya. the damage, tie irritatuon to which its entforco-
mont ghea rise, and the pertinacity with whioh its
abrugnuun L bees dumanded -fhen fo cvnsnder |

heso and other clroumsiancee, wo imagina it cay not
longor bo maintainod as ono of tho prinsiples of the
Maritime laws of war It is diffarent with the project
of rendering all privato property at 2éa oxempt from
seizuro 1n tho event of hestilities, and which appesr
to us once of theeo ** dovout finaginations,* which can.
nut bo realized antil that poriod arrives when war
shatl wholly ceazaupon carth  For oursclves, all the
arguments of ¥r. Ailland otherson the subjectappear
to us of less forco and importance than tho fact that
tho vast and increasing valuo of tho property on the
ocean is tho best socuiity for the peace of the world,
aund tho most poworful preventive of war, elther by
land or sea.  That proporty s owned, to a larger or
smaller extent, by every civilized pcople, and the
greater the nation tho greater 18 its intereat in 1t i3 i(kely
to be, and is, as a matterof fact.  England, the Uniteq
States and Franco will not bo in a hurry to go to war
when the conscquence wouldt bo tho destruction of
their large connnercial nas fes and the fmamense pro.
perty with which they aro slways laden. To bring
tho subject homo to us In this country, we would sy
that 1,000 men would b2 less serviceable to the
safoty of Cannda than i3 tho power of destroying
Aterican shipsand their cargoes during war The
question {3 of the utmost moment to all countries, apd
it 15 well that it was brought before the Impenul Par
liament Ty & person so entitled as Mr. Mill wato spesk
autheratively in the matter

THE FISHERIES OF NEW BRUNSWICK,
{ To the Editur of the Trade Retiew, )

N the last number of the Trade Reticte, you re.
printed sumo remarks frum w Boston paper with
reference to tne condition of the salmon fisheties fo
New Brunswick, your purpose being to illustrate the
necessity of the Maritime I'rovinces being more care-
ful of what may justly be regarded as their most vaju.
able resource.  That this is very destrable, of course,
1o une will question, but tho end to be denived is
not to bo securcd by giving credit to tho nostrums
which are so liberally uflered, when it is & fish ques
tion that is 'n hand. In tbat conncction, tho com-
monly recogaised necessity for establishing the true
relation of causs and eftect, is too often disregarded,
and a lvose Imaginzation takes the place uf an fionest
rogard fur facts. Tho extract you quuted from the
Boston paper was, I think, ono of the most amusipg
illustrations of the prevailing looseness of statement,
and, in Conswvuunco of reasvning un nsh guestions,
that 1 have ever como across. Every sontenco of the
paragraph might be shown to be a complication of
mis-statements and misapprohensions, if it was worth
whie,  As an instance of tbo great falung off
mourned over by the writer, 1t s mentioned that “in
conseyuence of a resort to nets and seines for coflect
ing salmon, the Miramichi, ono ot tho best saiwon
rivors of the Province, hias become nearly valuclessas
a fistung stream.  Pray, where did this writer get tho
informatiun that the Airamichi has been destroyed be
nets and scines? Tho Miramichi, so far from being
valueless, 1s at present the most productive river in
America without exception. From data obtained by
mo from the best sources in the locality, with refer
once to the cateh of Jast year, my cstimato was that it
amounted to about 60,000 tish, which, in pointof num-
bers ai deast,—fur tho fl h aro not large,—1s grester
than tho produce ot ali the ('anadian salmon rivers

, put together, as reported by Commander Fortin.

Thus tmaginary famng off the wrier accounts tor by
an cquaily tmaginary cause, namnely, the use of nets
and geines, asaif aseine was not a net. That the use
ot setnes can have been tho causo of tho alleged de-
struction of a salmon river, wiil someswhat shock our
fish protection friends in Canads, who, in their entha-
sinsm, 80 much greater than their judgment, bavo
mamtained that tho seino i3 1ho only impiement with
which salmun shuaid be caught, anless 1t be for 5 o1t,
ln Aew birunswick, however, whero they bave had
better opportunitics of judging on this particulsr
point, they bave decided against tho zcino, and pro-
hibited tts use by jaw sevoral years ago. Seines,
therefore, have not recently been destroying the Mira.
muchr.  1he other nets that havoe been used from time

, lmmemonal—"[ixed engines’” thay are, though n¢t,

by any means, the terrible instruments of destroction
tlhat haunt it ¢ ands of thoso who are under the aat:
sinke-net maniga—have not yet, it would seem, quitd
exterminated tho breed of galmon. Productive futb:
fishing Was last year, it hins been surpassed by the et
cul Just ¢nded, which Das been the most snegese



