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tcndency secins :cb be itt hey wvant a little more moncy
for what îlîcy are f urnishing, and they arc trying to iind
out whichi way tîhey can makc more , and for that rea-
soit, more titan any other, the report couid flot be coin-
plcîcd. It would only bc a liaif report, and I thouglit it
hest flot to make a liait report %vlicn, nu doubt, vue
could make a fll and complte one later.

Oit motion the report as rend was approvcd.
'l'lie Prcsidcnt callcdt for the report of the Comimittte

on Metcr Inspection.
Mr. J. J. Wright :That comnmitîc has had no meet-

ings durmng the past year. There have been no meab-
tires tnken in regard to the inspection of meters by the
govcrnent that would necessitate the calimg together of
the member.i of that committee.

'te Prcsidcnt : That would appear to be ail the re-
ports. The next order of business is Gencral Business.

Mir. A. A~. Dion : There may be no other opportunity
oif hringing up a question whicb is suggested by Mr.
Wright's report, anîd it is titis : We as a company in
Ottawa propose tu take Up wvith the Inspection Depart-
ment the question of te possibility of making such de-
partmnînal rcgulations as would allow af meter seats
being broken for cleaning and adjusting the meters
without paying an extra tee. As the law is at presenit,
you aire aware that meters bave to be inspected every
five years. There are not a great niany nicters tliat wil
rugi for five years without sorte adjustment or cleaning,
and this cannot be done under the prescrit regulations
without breaking the sent and paying an additionai fcm'.
1 take it that the intention of the gaverniment is not to
comipel companies to pay for meter inspection more than
once in five years for each meter in service; titerefore
it ks a proper question to ask tbrm if sorte regulation
cannot bce made whereby the privilege of breaking seais
will be allowed under certain restriction%. The question
-irises whether thiç Association should flot take this
matter op; possibly the Comimittce on Nleter Inspection
niit lie contintied with the hope of taking this question
up during the present year. 1 thinl, it is onc of consid-
erable importance. The cost of nieter inspection is
quite a large item ta sorte of the companies. and having
mui pay extra fées makes; it stili greater. Mr. Wright no
douht lias bad considerable experience in tising nmeters
in large ntumberç, and lie can probabîy sec the value of
the suggestion.

Tîte President - It appears that the programme of
pîart of the proceedingç to-morroiw wil] bie the clection of
the standing comnnîittecs, whicb wvilI undoubtedly resuit
in the continuiance of the comnlittees that have been
already :pproved oand tîtus accompliçh the purpose Mr.
f*li(ttilbas s-uggested. Under the becad of gengeral business
1 arn desired to say on behaif oftheb manager of the Ham-
ilion and Dundas raiiroad that at 5ive o'clock this after-

nonlie wvili be pleased ta give the pleasure of a trip on
that road to anv and ail of the members af the Associa-
tion who nîay desire ta participate. 1 presumne iliat you
will lie able icb cnioy this and bie back in sufficient tinte
let atIl% enjov the trip arranged for this evening at hait
past %evý.'n, as appears by the programme. ta Btirlington
B.Vnch, liv Ceurtesv of the H-amilton Radiai raiilvay and
the- limilion Ntrccî railway. Another topic of genert.i
liu%iness, the 1Execuative Committcc nt its session this
morning thought it advisable to endeavor ta crystallize
or niake deliberate the action of the Association in
niaking nominations for the officers for the incoming
vear. W'ithout undertaking to in any way restrict the
individual aîction tif the members of thc Association,
but %inîphv for the purpose of exercising a deliberation
and oiTering %ug.gcsîions, il was desired that 1 wvauid
appoint a nonuinating conlmittee. The election, as you
arc aware does not take place until Friday, but 1 vvill
now ;tnnotince the no-.nîinating commitîc who will take
te intiemr in liand and prescrnt for aur consideratian to-

rnorrtw the naines of the gentlemen whom tbey offer
for %our Nuffrages on Friday morning. As I staied bce-
fore, ihk wvill flot prevent nny and ail niembers af the

Assoiatonfrontm naking nominations on their own
.iccotint in contradistinction ta the nominations oflcred
liv the ,ronîite. i nonv appoint as the nominating
comrnittce Mr. Cary, Mr. Carroil, r.J. J. %Vright,

Mr. Vule and Mr. Wyse, and 1 cominend to tîteir kind
and early consideration tîte adoption or a ticket liat 1
trust wvill meet with the universai approval of the mcm-.
bers and wvilI not cail for any opposing nomination%.

Mr. John Vule. Do 1 understand that tItis committep
%viI1 numinate tue members of the standing comte%

The President . No; they wvill nomlinate the memnberç
of the Executive Conmmittee, and tlie gentlcmen up for
the offices of president, first vice-president and second
vice-president.

Mr. J. Vide .Flasn't it been the practice lieretofore
for the President 10 nomninate a smai comnîittee 10 con-
fer in the nomination of the standing committees Î

The President : Thmit, 1 understand, is the action to
be taken to-morrow. I may.be incorrect about il, but
there seenis to be no provision made for any other
niethod in the programme. 1 amn entirely willing, Mn.
Vole, 10 leave 10 titis committee the selection of the stand-
ing cammittees for the year. If they are good enoughi
to select the candidates for offices, thcy ivil be good
enough tu do that. 1 understand il is in the nature of
an advîsony board ta the President in appointing tue
standing committees.

Mr. Vole :I think you wvilI find the comnîittee 10
nominale the standing committees wvas aiways nonîinated
tîte first aiternoon and neported the next day.

The President .Very wvell ; 1 will entrust that 10 this
saine comnîitlee.

MIr. J. J. Wright. WVhen is this committec to report?
The I'resident z To-monrow ; preferabiy as earîy as

possible.
The President rend twa communications, onc tram C.

S. Cochran, photognapher, and the other from Mr. G.
A. Browne, tnaffic manager of the Richelieu & Ontario
Navigation Company.

The President. Ilas any mniber anything of general
business purpose ta offer for consideration now ? (No
nesponse.) There being nane, the ncxt order of busi-
ness i% the prebentation of papiers. 1 will caîl upon MnI.
A. A. Dion to nead bis paper entitled IlMetens and
Meten Rates." Voit ail have copies. Voa iill ind it
is exhaustive and enters mbt the question fully, and i
hope and solicit niost earnestly that, a; the reading pro-
gresses, you wviIî ail make notes and bring up mattens;
for discussion. Let us bave ail the papers fuily dis-
cussed. 1 arn sure tbat the writers of papers w~ili feel
no injury ta their feelings whatevcr in having aIl sorts
of discussion brought out in order ta make clean ta aur-
selves and pcrbaps ta assist thern in a furthen exposition
af their subject.

Mr. A. A. Dion, of Ottawva, ncad bis paper entitled
Mleters and Mleter Rates," wvhich is printed on page

156.
The Presidert: 1 tbink, gentlemen, that the Associa-

tion can take exception 10 tue last paragrapb of Mn.
Dion's paper in wvhich lie intirmates that be bas flot
treated saitisfactorily Ibis subject. 1 tbink in that wvc
nmust disagree with bim. But there is much in this
paper wbicb, whbite coinciding wvith the expenience af
many of us in aimost eveny panticular, ought ta arouse
a great atnount, flot of discussion in the sençe that il
inay mean objection tu wvbat is said, but for thc purpose
af reinforcing what Mn. Dion bans said in many parti-
culars, and 1 tbink if 1 cail upan Mr. Gossier, who is
quite familiar witb the systemr in Montreai and u'bat
aur practice there is, il may assist in promating fu.rher
taik on the matter.

Mn . P. G. Gossier: Mn. President, bel are the con-
vention cames to discuss that part af Mr. Dion's paper
neiating to meter rates, whicb 1 presumne is by far the
niost interesting part ai the paper ta us aIl, there are
several points in cannection with testing meters which
1 sbouid like to bring up for discussion for niy own in-
formation. 1 tinse refer to that part af Mr. Dion's papen
under the bead af <' meter noom," itbere hc says IlThe
meters should be connected in senies, and the circuit,
wvhich must bc ai large wire, shouid pass thraugb a
main swilch and ctaut, a rheostat or choking coi] to
adjust the voltage." It has been the resuit of aur cx-
perience anid sorte exhaustive tests to determine the
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