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ofthoiir owîî dezîth fiti en iiifurixted crowd;
they talkied '.îf the itecesiiîyo etintié to atiolislî
-Il iltveter.ate su per-tiîioni; but iii ver), deed eo
iîtgrauied, exen in i d'u', %vit the belluf, [bat tlîo
fii lylîich lid led iîiaiîy te ilartyrdomu w-ai
niot Euftlienit hu face the. possible di;S2Oltltion) ef
the ca-tu). So illi grget aîrgumnt of the w-or-
8liip)um o et ybmt rcîîaitîed uîî:îmstvrred: for -

m8 goon as tIre Boîizes wvero jîersuaîded tlînt titese
Iterrorzi ii-cre lio terrers teo P ýortugutese, tliey
Igae eut, as m-e btave tien., thîit the hîav of tlicir

g0d applied only to mîitives, suid tîjat forcigners
jwen, zit luast in tliis world, exempt. This
time, lowever, twenty oi- thirty ef the yeuingcr

jCltristians, soiîî ft:\ .of iim zprulngr froni the
Prinmcipial famîilier, in Meaco, lîad dcteruîuined
thaI tuec challenge should be îîccepted: anid,

Itrutlî te say, Fiier Fruecs, w-ho kncwv their
wcikn-ess better tlian tlîey did tiienisoives;, w-as
niore îlartued iliami edified by the boasifültiess
uftio ak how îiîev vworld do tlîat w-hich

none hal ltlerto (l;Lreil te -ichievo in Japnii;
! iow tliev wvould shiow tire wortllssness of the
Igreat idol; lrow thîey weîîld %vin for theniselves

àîm everla.stiiig naie iii thie Clîristi-.in aunaIs of
Ithe empire. he goed pricst, thougli lus inore
zîbîndaut labeurs liad left hlmn but comipaltive-
ly lit tie thume for the shudy-of Ohiurcli lîistory,
coul net but reiimeiaber -loivw, Ylie» thp tieiinpjo
of Serapis wvas tlestroved rit Alexandrin, and
flîit in a Cliristianru ejn, aud (as ivé slîeuld
now speahk) uînder a Cli isCtu establishîment,
aiîd w-lin there w-as a siînijar prophecy that,
should the MIde itself be destroyed, e4rth wvould
return ta its originial chao.%,-but one Clînistian
eut of mamîy tlîousands veuitured te takie hatcbet
ln htand, aud snîiitig the idol in jieces, ta gn-e
e-xit tû [liaI swarîn ef rats w-hici mas afterwards
the ridicule of pagîtuism thirougbiont EgÇzypt.

II accept [the challenge,' said Father FrSs.
'flore is a Company of tlaose, w-li beliave in
Chirist borai Japanese, %,vhù w-hi descend into
the valler., %Ild set your idol and ail its w-ar-
Ehippers ut nougit.'

4"Not se,' said Meriiîdono, after a unomcnt's
pause. ' It la expressiy %vritn that but anc
nmay have licence te pasa ai a Lt-ne. Go,
any a'ae ef yeu that will; Daybut cenimnands
tiraI w-e shomld give hlm passage; but more
tlrnn onc* shail net go; and tic multitude is
on aMy sieo. Said I Det w-cli audJb l ooked
aroumid ami tbat part et the crowd -nearest te hlm.

A lov amurimm et applause ran through tIme
auditory. « Well' said thc good FaLlier, 'Il
unahîcrs vcry little. Tltat w-hici al] are prepared
to do tagether, ecsh la rendy ta do separately.
YVoil îMY 3s,-Will1 yOU go!'

Hoe spoko ta tlie youîug mail w'ith whoim lie
itad lic amversimmg. Ris Cliristian Dame was
Joaqulîin; and ho wma desceudcd from eue et
tlie first (amollies iii MIeaca.

' 1 Mill go, amy Father,' said th yonmîg m-an,
ln a treunibling veice, «'if Soim jîmdge it te bc
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iiecesý;%ry. Jut are there ul otiiers lîoro biet-
ter qusilitied boîli li ago and rank, te fitco the

'Iheo danger!' repe.tted FaLlier Frocs, in &
hiaîf Colitelxnptuous voice (for lie was naturlally
of il quick teniper). B3ut tiien correcting imni-
self liu. sauîl, 1 if froin ny renson yenl li:î aiter
net go, thero are eniougli, .1 deîîbt not;, Who ivili
thankfully run t.lio risk. You, Manoel, whiat

8ayyou ?V
\VWhrt if iny owin faith . sheuld fait!' asted

the eunig neblernan addressed.
Fatlher Froes fuit tliat ho lîad trusted teo

Inucli to the faith of te converts. Ho looked
round on those wYho stood nearebt to hlmi, andR
there %vis the sa-mo hesitation in ail]. HO hlmn-
self, as you have just heard, could do0 ruothiig;
and amourg ail those for wbon ie Ii ad laboured,
aniong ail tiiose ivlho liad promisgd te stanid by
imii, w-ho was there that dîd not nove desert

hlmî
You sec how ' k is.' sid Morhîidono, ivho

obsei-ved ilie liesitation. 'T ho Portuguese-
they are governed by dîfferent laws frein ours,
pnid xnay safely despise tlie danîger iii thlis %world.
Buît if 1 couuted thiiet rlght whlen they but nowv
refused to bowv their knens to tie god of the
einpe)ror, tiure rnust be at the very least thre
or four Iiundred Christians prescrit, and not one
lias courage by se easy a proof ho show tat lîis
faiLli is the truu faitia. \Ve have cha-lletiged
themi before; I Chlîalenîge tlieni nowv: :.%nd you
sce what is the result?

,I %vili go down,' said a low yoico froin
among the outermnost of [lic Chiristkin.

'Who spoke!' asked Fatlier Frocs.
« I heard nothiing,' said tlho Bonze. ' It is

timiie ho dismiss this assenibly, giving glory to
M w-ho bas mnade this lyorld auJ the imeavelis

above itl?
II w-i go down, said the voice agaiu. A idà

the crow-d opQmiingr, îight aud ieft, to permit a
pasýage, a girl came fortvard-for she could Dot
be more the~ eihhten or îîinecen-aad stood
ln thie mîidst of the asseimbled pîjnces and nobles.

'You, Agallia là said Fatiier Frocs, ia asho-
*6tfift'Why, it was but last wcek tbaI yoit

were mnade our Lord's by bapism!'
1 Even se,' she replied, very i ode stiy, and yet

very firmly. 'But 1 have no, fear. I trust ini
ne mnent of iny own, but only in [lie grace of
God; and as you told m ' of tlhe voulig sîsepherd
ln old time, so I say now, Ail this assnbiy sliali
know that the Lord savetlh flot by human
strengthî: for tic battie is 0.bo Lords and Ho
wll give timcm ino our bands!'

You lîcar, Moirindouo,' said 410 good Fa-
thlîr; &'Sour chlîalciîgc is accepted. Aud iiowI
claimi a fitir trial for oui- ftitli.'

The Bonze iseenied perplexed. IlI (Io net
know,' lie sgid, ' that a wernan lias anvy riglit to
cone forw.-rd as Sour chanmpion. It iiumîy bic
thant Ou.r books s-pcak only of ina.


