A REVIFAL

MEELIN (. 18}

. lhese was the Temple watch (Luke xxii. 52), and
m?d]dx;n?;;ezot: and elders. o gl;a\'e them a sign, but the kiss
beéms;l.m of homage and affection, hence our Lord’s ques-
M-s a‘ ke xxii. 43).  Of all signs this was the most hypo-
o (11 and false.  But Judas thought perhaps that in some
“;lsn:ulnus way Jesus might elude them, and hence he said—
"}‘; lim fusl (ver. 48)." The words of our Lord in ver. 50
i ]?,': an appeal to the conscience, but some understand
::czxns«m exclamation, meaning do whal thow wilt,  Peter
fjohu xviti. 10) now drew his sword, and cat off, or nearly
i.u:he right ear of Malchus, the servant of the High Priest.
';;;us rebuked him, and, according to Luke, healed the man
i,‘. 2 tonch, The words of ver. 52 express a _um\'crs:\l prin-
c.’;.].;, Al that red~ the sword in the spirit of reveuge shall
g :qsh by the sword. Jesus necded not that His servants
}'n:mm tivht. T He required help, twelve legions were at
‘e command (ver. 33). A legion was abous 6,000. 1How
nu;n:ruus must the angels be!  The number twelve had
M ;.icrence perhaps to Himselt and the eleven disciples. But
B 11 must sutler all, that the Scriptures might be fultilled, such
8., Ds. xxil., Isaiah Jiii., Dan, ix. 206, Zech. xiil. 7. Jesus now
B vealed to the multitndes (ver. 33, 5t), but not until Hg lg:ul
K. bound, for 1le would nat indicate that Ie was unwilling
o1 taken.  He was often in the fore-court of the Temple,
®\.: they did not then lay hold on him. Why? Jesus, not
Bilathew, replies, *‘that the Scripture might be fulfilled”
Ber. o), for these words were doubtless His (of Mark
8.+, 1), This last word scttled the matter, and the courage
E.: the eleven failed them, aud they fled (ver. 54). Peter,
Eroacrer, as they led Jesus to Caiapbas, followed the multi-
Biude, but afar off—the first stw‘towards his fall (ver. 57, 38).
Ep; xli. 9, is the text for repetition, It was prophetic of the
B iraitor’s deed. . -
B Afternoon.  JoNAM AT Niyeven,  (Jonahiil)  XNineveh
Eivas the capital of the Assyrian Empire, and an exXceeding
E et city, op lit. ““a great city to God.” Its remains have
been discovered in our times hidden under vast mdunds of
b ovish. 1t stood on the banks of the Tigris, and is said to
¥have been 150 studia; or furlongs;-in diameter, and 480 in cir-
Fcamicrence. By winding about from street to street it occu-
jied Jouah three days to go from one end of it to the other
{rer. 3). He began to preach as soon as he entered the city,
Band bo cried, ““Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be de-
soyed.” The king heard of him, and probably sens fephim
Rio the palace, which waa & -mnagaificent building, with large
tone ligures at tha cuktance, representing human-headed
Pholls and lions. The menarch now on the throne wag, in all
robability, Pul, who was at ane time the enemy of Mena-
hem, king of Isrdel, B.c. 770 (2 Kings xv. 19). Others, how-
ever, think that the king was Adrammeclech II, B.c. $40.
He believed Jonah’s message, and proclaimed a fast. The
Lings of Nineveh wore very splendid robes; these were now
12id aside, and ke and his people covered themselves with sack-
cloth and sat in ashes, indicative of their humility, penitence,
Band orief. Even the beasts—oxen, sheep, and goats—were
covered with mourning cloths and kept from food, that their
cry siso might go up to heaven, and that God’s anger might
beappeased. The people also turned away from their sins,
or they said, * Who can tell if God will return and repent?”
etc. And He p1p repent—that is, He changed His mind
whea the people changed ; but the punishment was only de-
erred, for Nineveh returned to its former sins, and when,.as
Nahaa predicted, the cup of its iniquities was full, it was
skept away 200 years after the preaching of Jomah. The
solden toxt is Matt. xii. 41—and a very solemn one it is.
2 The greater our privileges, the greater are onr obligations.
May27. Morning., JESUSACCUSED AND DExten.  (Matt.
pxxei, 30—73,)  According to John xviil. 13—28, Jesus was
first led before Annas, who had been high priest, but was
deposed by the Roman Governor.  Annassent him to Caiaphas,
who occupied apartments in tue same palace. Peter, after
leaving the garden, followed afar off, ashauzed to be seen near,
el carious to know the end.  Another stop to his fall {ver
53. The whole Sanhedrim were present, and now false
tnesses were sought to prove Him worthy of death. Two
me with thoassertion of ver. 61 ; but this was a false repre-
sentation of what He had said (see John ii.- 19).  Svch evidence
was insufficiens, aud Jesns was silent to it all, nor would He
jdefend Himself. Caiaphas was troubled, and now put to Him
question in the form of an oath (ver. 63). Hoasked; *Ard
Thou the Messiah 2” and further, *Art Thon the Son of
od?" meaning the Son of God in the highest sense of the

phrme, Josus, being adjured, now replies (ver. 63), «“ Thon

hast said,” or *“ I am,” adding with great majesty the predic-
tion of 11is sceond coming (Dan. vin, 13). It was enough.
*¢ He hath spoken blasphemy,” said Caiaphas (ver. 63). In
what did they say His blasphemy consisted ?  In claiming to
be Divine (see Johu xix. 7). Ho was then condemned to die,
and at once insuited in the most shameful manner (ver. 67,
6S).  Peter was there, and first a damsc came to Him, and
then followed His tirst denial (ver. 69). Next another muid
saw Him, and his second denial of His Lord followed (ver. 71,
72).  After awhiie e was accosted by others, who, ou the
gronnd of His Galdean dialect, charged Him with bsing onoof
Chrigt's diseiples, and « third time He denied it.  According
to Luke xxin 61, Jesug, who was near enough to see him, cast
a lovk at Peter, and hearing the cock crow, he remembered
the warning his Lord had given lum, and he went out, perhaps
to the garden, an:l wept bitterly. Well he might, for his sin
wag great, and bub for those penitential tears aud God's great
merey, would have bren followed with consequences almost
as sad as those which befcl Judas,  MHeb. xir. 3 givesus a
practical lesson,

Ervondng, Tue Dravin or Brsua, (2 Kings xiii. 10-—-23),
Jouslt was now king of Israel ; and he came to Elishn, who
was sick unto death, and mourned over him, just as he had
mourned over Elijah (chapter ii. 12). By a symbolic action,
the prophet taughs hun that he might yet be saved from the
Syriaus. He was to take bow and arrows, and to put his hand
upon the bow, aud the prophet then put his hand upon the
king's, to indicate that the power was to come from God. The
shooting of the arrows to the earth was intended to symbo-
lise the overthrow of the Syriaus. llence cach arrow was
called, ‘‘the arrow of the Lord’s deliverance,” ‘The king shot
thrice, and then gave over (versé 18), Elisha was angry at
thig, aud told him that he should have gone en shooting, and
then he would have gained a complete victory. But Joash
wanted zeal, or fdith 1n the Divine promise, and thus failed.
Elisha died at the ame of eighty, having occupied the
propheticul ofiice tifty yéars, They buried him, according to
Josephus, with a splénilid funeral, just as a marauding party
of Moabives enterad- the lnnd at the coming of - their yearly-

-return (ver. 3S). The Israclites were about to bury a dead

man, and seeiug these marauders, hastily threw him into
Elisba's open grave. Instantly that the dead man touched
the bones of the prophet, he came to life again, a miracle
which some think was intended as a seal of the Divine decla-
ration given through the dying prophet concerning the victory
over the Syrians; but was alsp intended to increase the
reverence of the Israclites for the memory of the prophet.
The Jews did not bury in cotlins, but ouly-in graveclothes (sce
John xi. 4f). Verses 22—25 vefer to the death of Hazael,
king of Byria, and to the conquests gained by Jehoash ovér his
son, Ben-haded. Psalm exii. 6 declareshow the rightcous are
had in everlasting remembrance, Such mea as Ilisha are
never forgotten.

A REVIVAL MEETING.

EVIVAL Meetings, so called, have now almost become
fashionable, and we sometimes fear they are wanting in
that plain. straightforward thoroughness which our fathers
were wont toinculcate. \We were wmuch interested the other
day in reading a maunuscript lester, dated March 18, 1837,
from the revered Joseph Harbottle, of Accrington, to his
church, onthe occasion of their holding revival services durin
his absence, c¢nforced by illness. It 13 full of Christian zcal
aud common-sense, and we have much pleasure in reproducing
it almost verbatim :— .
** I have for some time entertaived the opinion that when
a church of Christ is in a proper state to enjoy revival, and
seeks it by proper means, nothing can hinder that church
from receiving the blessing. But, brethren, it will be in vain
for you to scek your increase in numbers unless you first
seck increase of the power and life of godliness in your own
souls. Revival of your own gracesis the way towards the
revival and increase of the church. If every one of you
begin in earnest to seek a large portion of the spitit of Christ,
and to manifest the same in your whole deportment, then you
will soon behold a glorious spring-time—the wilderness ahall
blossom as the rose. Somotimes one may bave #ecn a pro-
fessor of religion, regular in attendance on public worship,
moral aud orderly in ¢onduct, advanced far in knowledge of
religious doctrincs, but withal worldly in his disposition,
trifling and light in his conversation, strong in his temper,
haughty in his spirit, seltish in his deportment, ¢ensorous in



