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implies no more than to froc therni froni
the gruilt and the dominion of sin.

But why not, quoto sudh other 1 'assages
in this conhection, as'«That the rigliteous-
Iiess of the law might be fulfilled iii us
who walk not after thc Blesli but after
the Spirit," "lHo thait is born of God
dothi not commit sin, for is se(l re-
inaineth in him,and hoe cannot sin because
lie is born of God ?",

Is it because t1iec and simular Scrip-
turcs directly contradiet bis assertions
c. ncerning tho powerlessness of the ncw-
born chiild of God to refrain f romi sinningy
tlat ho passes them by ? If lie dlaims
the passages lie quotes as aut.horitative,he
cannot deny the saille authority to the
ones we quote, nor can lie dlaimi any
special authoritv for himseif to miodify
their utterance which any other writer
mnay not dlaimi. Can that, bo called ex-
haustive or even fair -argumnent whieh
only seleetls and comiments on the Bible
passages seem ingly favorable to bis doc-
trine, and ignores tiiose whichi seerningly
contradiet it ? Is that flot the essence of
special pleading?2

Bat, liaving paid tlîis slighit homage to
Seripturo authority, ho(- hastens to the
secondary proofs which the formulated
opinions of the founders çQt lus hranch of
the church afford, as if conscious that
-they were his chief support.

Now, we do flot here intend to raise
-the pouîdorous question as to the relative
-value of tlîis kind of proof when coin-
pared with the teachings of Christ and
Ris apostles, especially, at this juncture,
whien lis clîureh is in the thîrocs of a
wide-:spread controversy concerning tIc
need of revision.

iHowever, this inuch wve think lie will
admit, viz., that the Wcstiîiinster Con-
fession of Faith is accepted as authorita-
tive, on the understanding, that it rightly
interprets Seripture, and that, th mcrfore,
in the nature of the case, it is a standing
challenge to ail wlo have opportunity
to compare its deliverances witli Bible
teachingr to substantiate this fact.

Weli, it is not our, design to take up
this challenge juist now, even in p)art, or
to insinuate by word or aet that there is
a dccided discrepun cy anywhero.

Our admiration for the great and
nîighity work which the founders and

defenders of this creed have accom-
plished, and stili are acconiplishiilg is
too profound to permit us even to wish
to miagnify theva should they exist.
And, ujoreover, if the contention of the
above w iter was as plain'y and as unequi-
vocall *y vaughit in this credo as, for ex-
ample, bapti-;m by emersioi? is taugh1t i n
the creeds of the Baptist churchos, then
we would have to admit that no I'resby-
terian, who testified that for any griven
period of time lie wvalked worthy of GodI
unto all pleasing, or that, being born of
God, hoe did not commit sin, could con-
scientiow;lv remain a meruber of his
Chiurch, neýcessity wvould bo upon Iiim to,
depart froin its communion.

But if, upon exanîination, wve find the
saine apparent contradictions - para-
dloxes, if you ploase to eall theni-that
exist in Seripture. only in a more ex-
panded and pronouniced forxi, thoen we
niaintain that it ill. becomes those who
empliasize one part of the Confession of
Faith to doginatize to those who ermpha-
size anothier part, and, least of ail], should
one party undertak , un(lor such condi-
tions, to anathemlatize the other.

XVe shial not, then, undertake to
wveaken the force of the quotations of
Dr. Middteîniss, taken :from the Confes-
sionl of Faith; we xviII lave theni un-
touclied, evon acknowledgring, in the
inoantime, their groat force and aptnoss
for tie purpose lie evidently las in viow,
viz., to prove the iinpossibility of any
Christian living, for even the shortest
period of tume, wvithout committingy sin,
but will turn our attention to this saine
Confession of Faitli to see if its framers
utterly ignored the 'Scriptures we have
already quoted, and others lilce tlsem, in
thieir deliverances, or distinctly pro-
nounced against theru; or if, on the
other hand, they adopted theni as true,
and gave thenti, inr an expandod forai, a
plact-~ in thieir forînulatod creed, wit.hi the
contention that, if they adopted this'
latter course, then Dr. Middlenîiss and
ail others who, like him, emphasize one
set of deliverances, dan, at least, enter-
tain the judginent of charity for those
who emphasize another set of their de-
liverances. Nay, it not iii becomne
that humility described in his former.
writings to admit that possibly this
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