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P. You will find, Acts ii, 38, where a vast number inquired what
they should do, and where the inspired Aposties answered theni. Read
the case for yourself and the whole book of Acts through, against 1 see
you again, and you eau tell yourself what they wcre requircd to do as
wvel1 au any preacher imn this city.

RlEADING TIllE ORACLES.

The instruction and improvement to bc derived from. the perusal of
the Bible, depend upon the manner in which it is read. It cannot be
doubted, that much of the benefit which a correct reading of this sacred
book is calculated to, impart, is often lost, in consequence of the faulty
and incorrect manner in which it is read. It is more than probable
that if it wcre rcad ariglit by the great body of Christians, the ignorance
of its contents, and the divisions arising from that ignorance which
prevail, would bc to, a great degrec removcd. Ail admit that there, are
no contradictions in th2 Bible-no discordance in its sacred contents-
but, that it contains a grand and harmonious system. of religious truth,
framed by the infinite wisdom of God. In God's niaterial system-tie
IJniverse-we belxold endless variety combined with perfect unity and
liarmaony. it is eonstructed upon a vast plan, in which there is not a sin-
gle jar. As in a sublime and perfect musical compôsition,-even the
apparent discords onjiy coniplete the harrnony of the whole. The same
observation is trne of God's rcligious systeun-the Bible. It follows,
therefore, that the discords of religions opinion, which divide the pro-
fessors of Christianity, are not dcrivcd from, the Bible, corrcctly rend
and undcrstood; but from. its defeetive and erroneous interpretation.

It ought ever to be remembered, that, wvhile as respet its author, and
the ideas 'which it, reveals, the Bible differs froni ail other book&s, its
language is similar-it is written in the conventional language of mon,'
-and, therefore, must bo interpreted like aIl other books and documents
according to the established laws of language. I1f an acquaintance with
the customis, the ideas and history of ages and countries far rexuote, be
necessary to the correct interpretation of any ancient document, the
same knowlcdge is nccssary in interpretiug the Bible, some portions of
which are the most auelent writings whioh have suxvived îthe wrecks of
time. And ail the aids, geographic4l, historiocil, aud literary, whielh


