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it as gold tried 'n the fire, more efiXlgent
ijccrnîse of the trial it lins endurcd.

-God's lAn of revcalitng Hiniself in His
word is in rnalxy respects atialogoits to lis
wyý of rcvealing Ilirnislf in lus works of
crtation. He cîild, at one moment and
,with un volition, have called into finature,
existence the world and ail tlhatitcontains,
biit le fol lowed atither plan. Iii likem ini-
ner Ire could have ai] nt once given, n lier-
fcct and comileted Bible into mcn's biauds.
Nie prefcrrcd to give it Il in nanly parts and
iil<tly imy~s.'> Tie worl<1 is flot lcss perfect,
nor dlocsq it lcss inanifcstly show forth God's
wistion berause of the lapse of nges diring
v1icli it wv,.s in i coirse of preparatioti for
tnin; andi the Word is flot less triilv inp'r
cd, the Bible iî flot Iess certainty thme Word
or GodI berauise it nuis writtcn and comnpilcd,
in thie coure oEmany conturties. The Spi-
rit of Cod spcaks in it througiont : ini al
its viriety there is a dlivine uniformity: it
is one, and unique, speaking of God's truth
in inen's 'vords.

Our erities asic, Why is flot the Bible
îdeally peffecti Why shouldl it he so rnuch
a record of hunian depravity, of crimes and
cruielties ? Tie repfly is obvions: it refleets
trtily the real condition of man : it dents
fiiirlv ivith the drcadful maladv whicli afficts
lImunmauIitF. it conceals noîhing, minces no-
thing: it gives voice to the ivail of anguishi
as vÇell as to the shont of cestatie joy : it
expioses the corruption of the lîunan hicart
ais %vell as thme spotle-S holincess of Cod.

Again, there arc things whivh (f0 quote
froin D)r. Condlishi) Ilit i5 impossible for
God to do from biis very natuire." "Iliecan-
flotluc." "lie cainnot defl imself" These
-ire Scriptural statenents. Cod, in dcaling
'with bis creatnrcs-especiall- bis fallen

ereauresmayresolve to lay Iîinmself under
restraint;- or, in other %,ordls, niav accomo-
-date Ilus pmoccdure towards themi to tlieir
state and circunistances. rerlmaps, if lie la
to deal with thei as stili rational ànd fre
agenits, lie must do so. Thât ut ailevents,
seenis to have been our Lord's op iiioni,wheni
Ile tol the Jews of fis day thalt Mbses ai' -
loNwed their fathers a liberty of divorce, in-
-consistent with the origrinal ideal oà hoIy
muatrdae at its flrst institution, "because.

of the hardness of thieir heurts."ý (Mark
x. 2-9.) 1 firmly believe tînit God. was
the author of thme Mosaie law of marriage
ni lwcll as of the Adatntie andi the Chris,
tiain. And 1 expIain the attmitted imper-.
fection of the ýMo,sai, laNw iu tItis par..
tituitr liv the cotîsideration, tbut God ltav-
'ag tlmouglit fit to assumne the character
of civil anti political r:lerand legislator over
the J'ews, dii fot scrupime to adlt His law
and policy, flot alwnys to lus 0w» perfect
staîndardlmut sonietimnes anti in sonie respects
to their state andi circmnstauces ; armd that
Hie inust needs do so, if le îvus to ruie t-hemi
ani legislate for theni as rational and free
agents. 1Is tbis limniting God ? Is it atail
derogatomy to Ilis absoltite sovercigaity andi'
influtite perfection?~ Is i. flot rather a sim-.
pIe assertion of is tunlimiteti power and
disectioti, as heing ut liberty to do alwaym
whar, ini the view of the case beforo HlmH
judges to bo riglît 1

"It is precisely the saine prineiple tbat 1
apply to thie Bible as the infallibie record of
an infallible revelation. Iu deteruiiningtliti
muanner lu whichî He is to reveal Himself to
rmen, andi to, have His !Revelatioa reeordet

God inust, ofvery neeessitylay down a plai,
and, iu accordauce with it, lay imnself un-
der conditions. Andi it is a pcrfectly fair
and legitixnate subjeet of inquiry-what la
that plan? and whlat are these conditîons'?
Once, lu giving the law from Sinai;- Cod
spoke the words hiniself, and Irrote thein
hriseif on lables of Stone. Even timen lie
must necds ada1mt Ilis lievelation to circurn-
stances. Hie gave the lav* otherwise than
Hec would bave givemi it to arigels, or to' a
immi iiilPuandise. Ile gave it as "lmade for
the lawlcss and disobedlient." (1 Tira. i.)~
Nay, more; wheu some forty ycars after l e
gave it q-ain by thme ntith of Moses(Deit.
v.), Ie gave it, as it were, in a new editioù,
sommewhat niodified, ut 1ienl one of the
conmniandniviits, to suit the condition la
whielî the new genemation of Israel was pla-
ccd. Mnyv not t.iis:çxunmpie show that Goa
reveais dis5 mindawl i, flot as realizing
lis own iJcrfcct ideal of optimism, but as au

imp)ortant seuise réstraincd fromdoing so 1
And, lu trutit, is lie not. iieressarlly thuae
restrained. if lHc is to deal with men aiml
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