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it as gold tried in the fire, more cfinlgent
because of the trinl it has endured.

*God’s plan of revealing Hitself in His
word is in mahy respects analogous to His
way of revealing Himself in ¥is works of
creation.  He cohld, at one mmoment and
with one volition, have called into mature
existence the world and all thatit contains,
but He followed another plan.  Inlike man-
uer He could have all at once given a per-
feet and complctcd Bible into men’s hands.
He prefared to give it “ &n many parts and
many ways.”  The world is not less perfect,
nor does it less manifestly show forth God’s
wisidom beeause of the Iapse of ages during
whick it was in course of prepamatiou for

"man’y and the Word is not less truly inspir-
ed, the Bible is not less certainly the Word
of God because it was written and compiled
in the course of many centuries. The Spi-
1it of God speaks in it throughout: in all
its variety there is & divine uniformity: it
is one, and nnique, speaking of God’s truth
inmen’s words.

Our critics ask, Why is not the Bible
ideally perfect? Why should it be so much
a record of human depravity, of erimes and
crnelties 2 The reply is obvious: it reflects
truly the real condition of man : it deals
fairly with the dreadful malady whichafflicts
humanity : it conceals nothing, minces no-
thing : it gives voice to the wail of anguish
as well as to the shout of ecstatic joy : it
exposes the corruption of the human heart
as well as the spotless holiness of God.

Again, there are things which (to quote
from Dr. Candlish) it is impossible for
God to do from his very nature.” “ Hecan-
not lie.” ““ He cannot deny himself.” These
are Scriptural statements.  God, in dealing
with his creatures—especially his fallen
creatures—may resolve to lay himself under
restraint 3 or, in other words, may accomo-
date Ilis procedure towards theim to their
state and circumstances. Perhaps, if Heis
to deal with them as still rational dnd free
agents, He must do so. Thatat all events,
scems to have been our Lord’s opinion,when
He told the Jews of His day that Moses al-
lowed their fathers a liberty of divorce, in-
<onsistent with the original ideal of holy
marriage &t its first institution, *“ beeause,

.

of the hardness of their hearts.” (Mark
x. 2—9.) 1 firmly believe that God was
the author of the Mosnic law of marriage
as well as of the Adamic and the Chris.
tian.  And I explain the admitted imper.
foction of the Mosaic law in this par.
ticular by the consideration that God hav-
ing thought fit to assume the character
of civiland political rulerand legislator over
the Jews, did not scruple to adapt His law
and policy, not always to Ilis own perfees
standard,but sometines and in some respects
to their gtate and circumstances ; and that
He must needs do so, if He was to rule them
and legislate for them as rational and free
agents. Is this limiting God 7 Is it atall
derogatory to His absolute sovercignty and®
intinite perfection? Is it not rather & sinie
ple nssertion of His wnlimited power and
discretion, as heing at liberty to do always
what, in the viewof the case before Him ,Hg
Jjudges to be right ¢

“ It is precisely the same principle that X
apply to the Biblcas the infallible record 6f
an infallible revelation. In determiningtha
manner in which He is to reveal Himselfto
men, and to have His Revelation recorded,
God must, of very necessity,lny down a plax,
and, in accordance with it, lay himself un-
der conditions.  And it is a perfectly fair
and legitimate suhject of inquiry—what js
that plan? and what arc these conditions™
Once, in giving the law from Sinai; God
spoke the words himsclf, and wrote them
himself on tables of stone. Even then He
maust nceds adapt His Revelation to circum-
stances.  He gave the law® otherwise than
He would have given it to angels, or to'a
man in Paradise. He gave itas “made for
the lawless and digobedient.” (1 Tim.1.9.)
Nay, more; when some forty vears after He
gave it again by the mouth of Moses(Deat.
v.), He gave it, as itwere, in & new cdition,
somewhat modified, at least in one of the
commandments, {0 suit the condition i
which the new gencration of Israel was pla-
ced. Muy not this:example show that God
reveals His mind and will, not as realizing
His own perfect ideal of optimism, butas an
important scnse réstrained from doing so ¢
And, in truth, is He not necessarily thas
restrained if He is to deal with men ard
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