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Thse Report on Temperance was read by

11ev. John MacLeod :
Your Conwittee regret that they cannýgt

riie a more favourabie report regarding
lhe decrease of iaremperance, or tise abate-
ment of tise canses bT which it is produced.
'flhicnmanufacturc, importation, sale and
use of intoxicating liquors sens to have
andergone no diminution during tise past
vear. The drinking customs of society are
still $0 largely patronized by ail classes,
,under tise termes "moderate," "respectable,"
and ",occasionai," tisat the powver and in-
flusence of the cvii are continuaily being
wanifested in tise iistory of its victims, as
it is ever bcaring testimony to the divine

Ideclaration, that II Vine is a mocker. and
strong drink is ragin&, whosoever is de-
ccived thereby is not wise."

Yaur Çommittee regard tise vice of in-
Itesaperance as one of thse greatcst that exiets
in our lansd. It is a moral, a social, and a

best authorîties te bc a cerebral poison. It

wlsen taken into the system. As a moral
eril, theretore it difiers frorn aimost all
oiher sins, and outstrips thens in its disas-
trous resits, hecause it is thse only sin
wisich is tise direct and wilfui extinction of
reason. It is a social evil, because it is
tihe main cause of poverty, crime, insaniey,
ignorance, and aumerous other evils, tend-
ssg to social debasement and personai de-
moyaization. le is a physicai cisease, a
fcndness, a passion, a sort of madness for
drink, produced b y drink whicis grows and
serengthens by indulgences, until the poor
devotee, dead at leagth to ail appeals, en-
treaties, ansi arguments, hoids ont the cup
in palsied hand te cry, give, give; and finaliy
ýiz!ds to that current that bears heaith and
property, wifc and children, soul and body,
down, dowa into one common and eternal
rsin."

Oý, sur2iy the kind learts i is daiiy break-
issg, the happy boules it is biighting, the
fair characters it is rsisiag, the innocent
children it is beggaling, and stqvvingy, and
nurdering, the gray hairs 't is bi-ngmng
down n itis sorrow to thse grave, and aboveé
aii thse precions souls it is siaking down te
eternai perdition-surely ail these, proclains
am t be un cvii of the most gigantic, pro-
ioriuns, and eaul earestiy and loudiy for
tihe eomnsed and continued and prayerful
fforts of ail great and good men.

patis and prayers of tise Synod. On
motion nigreed the letter ho courteosîsly ae-
Luowledged and that any fisnds that may
bc sent in along iNitis tise $10 on hassd be
furwarded along with tihe lutter.

TF,iiI>EItCNCE.

Wc feariessly ttharge intoniperance with
being the cause of more than one haif of
the crime, povcrty and wretchedness that
cxist in the civiized world ; v, ith ftiruish.
ing the larges t number of inmateà to our
jails, asyitsms, and poor houses P with being
one of the greatest hindrances te the sprcad
of tise gospel and one of the most powerfui
ivcapons in the band of the great encmy
for tise ruin of preeious seuils. Ansd yet
this ûvii is uphcid and protccted by law,
and patronized by a large proportion of
the weaithy and fashionaie of tise world,
and even, alas ! by proibssing christians.
Now we feel ourse!ves warrantcd in iaying
it dowvn as a generai principie that mai
has no right to legalize the sale of aicohoic
drinks as a beverage, because, as sucli, it
resuhes oniy ini evil to men, whether viewed
as a physseal, inteliectual, moral or im-
mortai being, and in this view we are sup-
ported b y a large array of great and good
men. W e la it down as another general
principie that if the pure, seif-sacrificing
spirit of Christianity constraincd the apostie
Paul, lest hie exampie shonld be a stum-
bling block to the weaker brethren, to
adopt this magnarsimous resolution, IlIf
mecat make my brother to offend, I will eat
no more fiesh wvhiie the world stands, lest I
mnake mny brother te offend," Surely in
this advanced age of the world's history
the saine unelianged and unchangeable
prineipies reuder it obiigatory on every

Crstian, net only for his own cake u
for the sake of hie weaker brethren to ab-
stain entireiy frora the use of ai intoxica-
ting liquors and to use ai legitimate means
to reciaim the erring and to prevent others
from fi-ling victinss to this tremendous
evii.

Of course the first cause of intemperance
is tise depravity of human nature, and con-
sequently the foremost of ail remedies is
the spread of the 'Vord, and the faithfnii,
earnest preachin g of the gospel ; but neyer-
theless, there are causes actinsg upon and
through the depravity of our nature, which
are the irnixediate causes off this evil, and
which niay be modified or preventedl by
means suited to their nature and origin.
If then we look around us for the causes of
the prevaience of intemperance, we shall
find them to be principaliy, (1) False no-
tions and estimates of tihe nature of intoxi-
cating drinks; (2) The social tashions and
sages of cociety; and (3) Tise great num-

ber of taverns and dram shops to bo found
in our cities, and towns, and villages, and
throughout our whoie land, presen'ting to
young and oid, temptations to indulgences,
wvhich alas! in many cases they are unable
to resist. Did the-se dram shops and dens
of hell gîvo up their secrets as the sea doos
its drowned cast upon the beach we shouid
have a roll, luke the prophet's written
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