THE INSTRUZTOR. 5%
Adiscern the approach of the tempest in time to  son of Shaphat, which poured water on the
prepare for its reception ; and, to aship with  hands of Elijab.”’ 2d Kings, iii. I1.
all its canvas spread, its effecss might prove

terrific :=‘This instance, and others I have : NATURAYL HISTORY.
witnessed, are thoroughly explanatory of the !

passagze 10 Kings, where the servant of Elijat !
deseries from the top of Carmel the little cloud . S
ascending from the seaz *¢ And it came to The porcupine has sometimes igoorantly
passat he seventh time, that he said, Behld | be::.x "a:"d "hzhc“:‘g"‘ h?i’»',. ahndi hence associa-
there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like | t¢4 1 the minds of many with the swinish race,
a man’s haud * In the meanwhile the heavens No conception scarcely can be more erroneous.
grew black with clouds and wind, ¢*and there ) There is not. a particle of resemblance cither in
was a great rain.” T Kings, xviii: 44, 45. outward appearance or internal formation 3

In the Mediterranean such scenes are frequent | and the only shade of similarity isin the grunt-
ing sound of both. The porcupine has no

——but, happily, though so dreadfully impe-
taousy the hurricane isg solocalin its fury, that !orng head and ears; no- tusks nax cloven feet
its impetuosity will scarcely be perceived at with hnaf.'s; bul'.l s‘hc.;rt head like that of the
the distance of a very few miles. beaver with two incisive t:eeth, x.'ound and f{lat
i ears, and feet armed with nails. It has a
The remainder of the morning was spent in | short tail, long whiskers and a divided Jip like
repairing the damage sustained by the sails | ¢he hare. But its peculiar characteristic, that
and the cordage, and in overhauling an Eng- { which distinguishes it from all other animals,
lish brig which passed us on ber way to London. | with a single exception, is its covering of
About ncon, the crew, dividing themselves | spine ar quills, which are from ten to fourteen
into messes of four and six each, spread their | jnches in length, resem!ling the barrel of 5
little tables upon deck, and despatched their  goose quill. buttapering at both ends and va-
‘rugal dinner of salt fish aud biscuit, washing ! riegated with black and white. When the ani-
1t down with plentiful draughts of wine, which * malis at rest they incline backward pretty close
was supplied by 2 cup-bearer who attended * (g the hody ; but when ¢ stirred up’? by the
cach.  Our fare in the cabin corsisted solely | Leaper, they are erected and made t6 rattle like
of fish 3 perches boiled in excellent soup, and 1 20 many ary horns.
sardelfas served with vinegar and oi}; whilsta
hoy, on the conclusion of the repast, brought
in a towely 2 pewter basin and some soap, and
poured water on the hands of each from an
antigue ewer, whilst we performed this neces-
sary ablution. This is the custom so often
and so minutely described by Homer and Vir~

THE TORCTPINF.

The many fables and travellers' legends
respecting the porcupine, as capable of dis.
charging his quills, as a bowman would his
arrow, and of wounding bis enemies at an
immense distance, it is almost needless to say,
are altogether imaginary. Hesheds his quills
occasionally, as other animals do their coats,
gil - — but this is not done at periodical intervals,

4¢ Dant famuli manibus Jymphas.” neither does he lose a large portion at a-time.
BN hibe 3, v. 701, An iron bar thrust into the cage will cause the

<¢ fretful porcupine® to ¢¢ bristle up” in his
own defence, but not a quill will teave its bed .
Ingert a piece of soft woad, however and let
it come in contact with the quifls, and some of

‘This practice seemss ‘o have beew universal | them, which are otly attached to the skin by -
throughout the east. One of the servants of | a small pellicle, will adhere to the wood. Their
the hiny of Isracl suid, ¢ Here is Elisha, the - common method of defence, when irritated, is

¢¢ Soft towels for their hands they bring,
And Fmpid water from the crystal spring.”
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