
52 TRE FAMILY CLIROLE.

W ~AS borat lu thc Luxemb'ourg just about fifty years,
ago. Goodness I fiow 1 used te, vioriz at tho benda
when 1 %vas a lad, 8ewing aind hammering, hamcring

and seiviug on boots and shoos. Thora ivas that dear cli
father o! mina, witb bis big steel-rimmod spectacles perched
on lais nosa, wbe sot nie an examiple of ihirift and honosty.

"9Aboya ail," ha wvould say ta us, for a brotbor thon
worked witb me, "lbu a good shoomakor. Nover scamp any-
tlaiug. De tho best you eau, and de it ail tho Urne."1

IVe would work from, sunrise tili far iet the niglit. The
pny ive get iras littia enouga, se small tbat we used te watcla
the caudie that flnttered i the wind, and wurry over its cost.
If wa worked very, very bard, and custum, ias goed, -%ra
miglat count on a gain of ton sous cach, but sonsetimes ive
would ail stop pegging away because the poor people in our
village liad ne money te pay for shees. Oh I hoir dificuit it
iras te buy a sack of course fleur or a littie scraip cf meat
W'a lived frem baud te month. Po:)r old fathor, do irbat we
could te help him, hie got into debt, and owcd ait ene tite as
muca as tlairty francs. Wbat a lange suma that scamcd te me
te be irbat a whole nieuntain of ombarrassmantl

1 starved mysaîf in order te put a little menay aside.
Oue day I said te f athter:

ccThis thing dou'tworh-. I am going teclear out. I ean't
stand it."

"cYen will ave me, any son? Yonr poor old fatherilaan
ineumbrance te yen 2"

iNe, not at aIl. ButlImust go way tework for lau."1
tgIt 16isîl,"' replied my faither. "lYen ara a good alace.

maker. Veur stitches are streug and aveu. Yen shapewecl.
Go sec the world, and God's blessing accompany yeni."

1 meut te Paris and lad a miserable life thora for a turne. I
bardly gaiined my breea at firat. The habits cf the Parisian
sheemak-er horrified me, for 1 liad been brouglat up by a Ilions
father. I mvas a geod workmau, bowcver, aind uftar awhila
found steady empîcyment, but 1 conld holp poor faiber but
very littIe. Oh i it used te mahte my heart soe te think cf
hia crainped up lu lais little, dingy reom, working away fur
dear life, with the meagre reward cf a ernst cf dried broati.
'The habits of ceono>my ho had tauglat me*bohped me tben. I
scraped toethor sou by son and at last sent laim 10Of. Ha
rete me that the suais bad saved hlmi from baing turned ont

cf lais puer old chambor. ccThis will never do," I said. I
must go somewbara aise, I arn a goed shemaker, and my
axperience lu Paris lias givar i me tha fiaisbing touca. 1
must go somewliere eIse îvlaora the art cf Crispin ivill be ap-
prociated." One fine day in 1850 1 teck a place as landsrcan
on an English bark, freim Havre te Boston. I landad in the
United States vith just forty cents (twe francs) un my peekat.
I seuglat mork at once. I saw ina a littia shoemaker's shop
up a nairrow street a sign irritten on papar and stnck on the
gluss willa mafers. I eonld net rend it. 1 did nett hues' a
single word of English thon, but over tha door thora was a
German ane. I marIa bold te, enter and talked German to
the proprietor.

ciSit down," he said, "'lon that beach, an~d ses' me on that
sole.",

ccI arn a fair sheemaker, as yen will sea," I replied.
It mas a pleaisuro te, take bohd cf the tools once more;

thoy seerned te, hues mc. Hew I blessed my father thon.

My boss ivas satiBiled, and 1 got a job riglat off at one dollar
day and my food. That %vas a fortune to, me thon. 1 workod
for six monthe stcadily, aud, save for a second-band pair of
trousers, bouglit by me at a bargain, I boarded overy penny.
I sent the dear old father flfty dollars, and back camc, laie
blessing. Ilo wroto ho bad nover seen so much money at one
timo in bis lifti. But 1 ivas ambitious. Just thon the Cali-
fornia foyer was raing. Something teld me te go te, the
Pacific censt. 1 took sbip and crossed the Istbmus. Just
before arriving ait Sain Francisco thora ivas a heavy gale; we
came near boing shipwrecked, auar I lest my bat 1 ramm-
ber that quite well. I lauded in Sain Francisco with oea
dollar exactly. On board thera 'vas a carousing sboemaker,
who bad been sent for from, the East by ii man who laad kept
a shop in San Francisco. I board hin,. say that ha bad come
beforo bais time, and tbat anyway, if ho could do botter ha
was not going te work ait cobbling. Ho mentioned the ane
cf the main wlao was te hiro hlma, and 1 bad lais consent to aip.
ply for tlio place.

I went to tîte shoe-shop at once and askcd for the
position.

"cIt is givan te another mani, who ouglat te ba bore soon,
and I can't mako use cf yen. flesides, yen have ne bat.»

ccThat maikas ne diffenco,"' 1 repiied. ccI sec sbe-
makersc wages arc six dollars a day-(it was the fturi tinies
cf California tlîen)-give me tbroe dollars and feed me, and
only lot me stay until the man yen hired turas up, for 1 ama
indeed a sheniaker."

Tbe boss gava a 1-ind cf grudging consent. Thon I sot te,
work, and slept that nîglat in the shop. WVhen the mastcr
came te the place ia the morning ho found everything in
olegaut. ordor, and I had made five dollars hefora breakfast by
mending a bot. 1 suited hlm exactly-for I ara a good
sheemak-er. 1 lived witla that man for a year, and saved aIl
my menoy. 1 sont the dear old fellow ait homeoe bundred
dollars. If you could only have seen ýhe latter that came
baeki1 The blcssed eld daddy wauted te, knowv if I thouglat
ho was a spendtlarift? That ene biandred dollars ho was;
going te make do for the next throo years 1 Thora was a
chance 1 beard cf in Sacramento. 1 went there, my master
giving me sema cf lais shop-wora stock. 1 did a splendid
business. In six months I had made for my sharo $3,000.
My fortune was before me. Poor old daddy was not forgotten.
l got a cross latter frora hb this turne. The poor simple
soul ivanted te know wbetber 1 thouglat ha was going te tho
dogs. DirI 1 want te, naka him a drunkard, a gourmand, and
put ail kinds cf temptation in bis waiy? Tee mnnel mouey
wns tbe source of ail evil. 1 was robbing mysoîf te pamper
hlm-but for ail that thora was a lot cf sweetncss ln the
latter.

'Wall, I thenglat that fortune was now mine. But oee
nîglat a bad fire broke eut and I was burned ont. Fires
occur la Sacrameonto every niglat and ware the work cf
thieves. I gathored togethor the few pairs of hoots.1 could
put may banda on, and placed thora with my money, ail la
gold, in a truak, and I carried it ont cf the woodon shanty
just ns the roof faîl in. For botter scurity 1 sat on my
trunk, and gaze(! bewildered.lika at the fiarnes. IlI bava
sometlaing left," I said, after ail, ccte begin the world witla.'t
Just thon I was struck a heavy blow over the head with a
club, and lest ahl conscieusuose. Wh ýn I came te 1 fouud
mysoif on the ground and my trunk gene. Thse thieves bad
donc the business for me. Ah 1 thon 1 gave mysaîf up, just
for a moment,, te dospair. a 1 amn runed-rined for avat-


